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Are you gellin’ with Jesus?

While I did my series on the Book of Revelation, I heard a great deal about how the vision seen 
by John didn't "gel" with the love demonstrated by Christ. Not only here, but in other places the 
study was posted.

I think sometimes that people have an image of Jesus of Nazareth that doesn't "gel" with what 
Jesus said and what Jesus did. The gospel of John says, "In the beginning was The Word and the 
The Word was God and The Word was with God. He was with God in the beginning."

Word in Greek, the language of the gospel of John, is logos. Logos means "word." It also means 
"reason." So, we can see in that one word that Jesus Christ is the Word of God. He is the Reason 
of God.

He was with God in the beginning.

When figuring out the meaning of a "word," it is good to see what the word says for itself in 
terms of its etymology. How, then, does Christ, the Living Word, speak of himself and what 
does HE say about the plan of God?

That's the key in starting any study or making any claims on any teaching. Don't put words in 
Jesus' mouth. Don't purposefully misconstrue his words to soothe your conscience. Instead, see 
what he says about things.

Then, you may come to see that the very Logos of the Almighty is more in line with The Father 
than you might have thought. Christ came to fulfill the Law. To bring its penalties down upon his 
own head, eventually. He can be trusted to speak truth.

His love cannot be doubted. Even those who disbelieve in him as Savior will generally say he was 
a loving man during his time on Earth. But he was not a quiet teacher who spoke in melancholy 
whispers, begging for understanding, pleading for people to heed him, pretty please.

He was a man of great physical strength -- his craft was likely stonemasonry, if not carpentry. 
His body was tough from decades of work, time spent in the desert, and the general hardiness of 
working men of his time. He was charismatic -- people came from everywhere to hear him and 
see him and watch what he could do. He was threatening -- the local leaders kept plotting to kill 
him. Why do that to someone who is inoffensive and quiet?

Jesus of Nazareth, the Lamb of God, was the Lion of Judah. Never forget that.
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Just when you thought it was safe to read my blog, since my study of Revelation is finished (50 
lessons, can you believe? I'm working on that PDF file, but it's over 100 pages so far, lol) I'm 
going off again. Jesus sat down one day on the mountain of olives and answered some tough 
questions asked of him by his best friends. It is worth reading what he said, I can tell you that.

Start in Matthew, chapter 24, if you're so inclined. I will. But not today. Today, I have brownies 
to bake.
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Up on the Mount

I will tell you the truth. I haven't had many teachers that I wanted to spend extra time cultivating. 
The teacher who inspires a student to sit with them, asking them questions, sharing parts of life... 
That is a rare teacher. To my mind, I can remember one in grade school and one in my undergrad 
years at UC Riverside.

My sixth grade teacher, whom I'll call La Maestra because she was also a great Spanish teacher, 
inspired me to want to just get to know her. For many years, into my twenties!, I came back to 
her class before school started in September to "help" her with her room, to visit, to catch up on 
family news. Even when I got to be a "grown up" I never called her anything but the name I used 
when I was in sixth grade -- well, sometimes in English, sometimes in Spanish. She was someone 
I would have liked to have been "discipled" by in my young adulthood.

As good as La Maestra was, though, she would never have held the allure of a rabbi from Galilee.

So I sympathize with the men who were Jesus' disciples. Jesus was a fascinating man, who 
spoke words that plunged into the heart and soul of his hearers. He used stories to teach, unusual 
illustrations, and stood up -- loudly! -- to the establishment in the vicinity. The disciples learned 
that if they managed to find Jesus in a quiet place, though, they could ask him intense questions, 
hard questions, concerning those things about which they were most curious.

Knowing him as well as they did (which likely varied both in fact and in perception) they must 
have still been surprised at the answer they got to the following question:

While He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples approached Him privately and said, 
"Tell us, when will these things happen? And what is the sign of Your coming and of the end of 

the age?" (Matthew 24:3)

The Mount of Olives was the place Jesus would often go to get off by himself for a few 
moments or a night. It was a place that provided a good view, nice breezes, and some space. He 
might leave the crowds of needy folks who followed him all over and just hike up this hill, 
breathing deeply, rolling his shoulders, unwinding. I believe it was sheer graciousness and the 
understanding that time was short indeed that allowed him to sit down under a tree, allow those 
curious men to hunker down near him, and answer all they asked.

I am positive, though, that those disciples hadn't more than the barest idea about all that their 
teacher taught them!

4 Then Jesus replied to them: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in My 
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name, saying, 'I am the Messiah,' and they will deceive many. 6 You are going to hear of wars and 
rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, because these things must take place, but the end is 

not yet. 7 For nation will rise up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be 
famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these events are the beginning of birth pains. 

(Matthew 24:4-8)

They ask about the signs of the end of the age. They might have been asking for the movement of 
stars, or the name of a ruler or a hand coming from heaven to inscribe something on a wall. Jesus 
starts, though, by warning them of phonies. Liars. Deceivers. Why?

People were much the same then as they are today. People will try to profit from prophecy. One 
man, Simon the Sorcerer, asked for the power of the Holy Spirit so he could sell the ability to do 
things for a profit. Imagine! Yet, today, there are phony faith-healers, who promise much but 
deliver nothing. Thousands are deceived. Thousands have been deceived many times in the past, 
by "prophets" who have claimed a specific Day of the Coming of the Lord and had their 
followers make a mass exodus to someplace on a hill to wait for The Final Trumpet.

Don't be deceived, Jesus tells his friends. Don't let them sway you. I'll tell you what to look for.

Wars. Rumors of wars. Well, we say today, these happen all the time. Yep, they do. Today, we 
are embroiled in more than one war, if you take it apart into goals and countries. People have 
asked me if I think the wars today are the "birth pains" that Christ spoke of in the passage above. 
I can only say, as many have said, "I think so." But for many women, labor goes on for a long 
time. Days, in fact. So, yes these current wars could indeed be a foreshadowing. A beginning of 
labor pains.

Jesus doesn't leave them without reassurance on this score, though. "Don't worry, there'll be time 
before the end," he tells them. There will be international disputes, global weather and tectonic 
events, but they'll just be the beginning.

I believe this "beginning" stage has lasted a long time, in terms of human history. I believe, 
though, that the times are rapidly coming to an end.

And like the disciples, like Jesus' good friends, I find the best place to learn about them is not 
from the religious rulers of the people, but from the best teacher who has ever walked the earth.
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You thought it was going to be easy?

People often ask God questions, expecting a favorable answer. Favorable in their own, human, 
eyes.

"Oh, God, I really want this job. Please let me get this job."

"Heavenly Father, I really want this relationship to work. Please make it work."

"Dear Lord, you know I need the money. Please make the Lottery numbers line up for me so I 
can get that car I want."

Or whatever. We have in mind an answer already, and what we really want is for God to go along 
with our estimation of what is best for us.

Essentially, we don't often want God to answer us when we ask him for something. We want him 
to rubber-stamp our agenda. That's not how the Lord of Heaven and Earth operates. He has a 
plan for each life that was created. Sometimes, we are obedient and surrender ourselves to his 
plan for us. Sometimes, we rebel, but come back...then rebel...then come back... Sometimes, we 
don't ever acknowledge his Lordship over us at all.

What frame of mind did the disciples have when they asked Jesus for signs of the End of the 
Age? The Bible doesn't say. Christ went on at great length, though, to share with them all that 
was on his heart.

9 "Then they will hand you over to persecution, and they will kill you. You will be hated by all 
nations because of My name. 10 Then many will take offense, betray one another and hate one 

another. 11 Many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. 12 And because lawlessness will 
multiply, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But the one who endures to the end, this one will 

be delivered. (Matthew 24:9-13)

I believe that the group of men who asked him really didn't want to hear this. Some believed that 
the Messiah would come and overthrow the Roman government, freeing them from bondage and 
oppression and they...the Inner Circle, as it were...would rule at Jesus' right hand, prominent and 
honored. It is true that James and John asked to be seated in places of honor when Christ came 
into his own. I think people naturally think of how they will best be served by any situation.

But that is not the way of Jesus. He came not to be served but to serve and to give his life as a 
ransom for many. His way isn't the path of honor and ostentation, but it is the path of service 
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and self-sacrifice.

To his waiting, eager disciples, he informs them that they'll be persecuted and even killed for 
believing and claiming Jesus Christ. Rather than being honored, they'll be hated. People will grow 
to hate one another, too, and false teachers will make people cynical so that they don't care to 
hear about Jesus' life at all...

Doesn't that sound the slightest bit familiar? Aren't people claiming to be fed up with those who 
claim Christ? Isn't mocking the people of God an accepted social pastime? Sure it is. Why? 
Because far too many have taught a brand of belief that was not in line with what Christ taught. 
They were false teachers, who numbed the hearts and exhausted the minds of men so that they 
would not believe in the truth, even when it was offered to them for free.

Jesus says here that he who endures to the end will be saved. This does not mean that those who 
die as a martyr will not be. It just means that the believer must keep the faith and not become 
distracted or follow a false promise.

As it was true for the fishermen of Galilee, so it is true today. I encourage you to spend some 
time with these men, under a tree on that ridge that overlooks Jerusalem. It will be time well-
spent, I promise. And when you ask something of the Lord God Almighty, don't expect him to 
fall in with what you want...you may be distressed at the answer.
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Fire, lightning and vultures? What?

It is against the law to scream, "Fire!" in a theater. The reason for this, of course, is that the 
resultant panic can hurt more people than an actual fire might (at the early stages). If there is a 
crisis such as a fire, it is best to ease people out carefully, not shout the alarm. More lives are 
thereby saved.

People in theaters are not the only folks who tend to panic or act impulsively in what might be 
considered a crisis situation. People who follow Jesus have had their "moments" as well, 
individually or collectively.

There are times, though, such as a fire, when fleeing the scene is totally necessary! The key is to 
do so with a plan, not harum-scarum.

14 This good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed in all the world as a testimony to all 
nations. And then the end will come. 15 "So when you see the abomination that causes desolation 

, spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place" (let the reader understand), 16 
"then those in Judea must flee to the mountains! 17 A man on the housetop must not come down 

to get things out of his house. 18 And a man in the field must not go back to get his clothes. 19 
Woe to pregnant women and nursing mothers in those days! 20 Pray that your escape may not 

be in winter or on a Sabbath. 21 For at that time there will be great tribulation, the kind that 
hasn't taken place since the beginning of the world until now, and never will again! 22 Unless 

those days were cut short, no one would survive. But because of the elect those days will be cut 
short. 23 "If anyone tells you then, 'Look, here is the Messiah!' or, 'Over here!' do not believe it! 

24 False messiahs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders to lead 
astray, if possible, even the elect. 25 Take note: I have told you in advance. 26 So if they tell 

you, 'Look, he's in the wilderness!' don't go out; 'Look, he's in the inner rooms!' do not believe it. 
27 For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes as far as the west, so will be the coming of 
the Son of Man. 28 Wherever the carcass is, there the vultures will gather. (Matthew 24:14-28)

Jesus says that there will indeed be a time when running away from the local situation is totally 
appropriate. First thing, though, is that Jesus says the good news, the gospel, will be proclaimed 
to all nations. The meaning of this, from Robertson's Word Pictures of the New Testament is 
this: It is not here said that all will be saved nor must this language be given too literal and 
detailed an application to every individual.

The actual words from Christ are "heralded in all the inhabited world." Did this mean the 
inhabited world of the first century? Or of the time when the End of the Age (that the disciples 
had inquired about) would be happening? Scripture doesn't say.
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Jesus does refer to the prophet Daniel, though, in continuing his explanation of events. We may 
not know who is being preached to around the globe, but we do know that someone will be at the 
temple in Jerusalem. Daniel says the following about the "abomination":

Da 9:27 - He will confirm a covenant with many for one 'seven.' In the middle of the 'seven' he 
will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple he will set up an 
abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him."

Da 11:31 - "His armed forces will rise up to desecrate the temple fortress and will abolish the 
daily sacrifice. Then they will set up the abomination that causes desolation.

Da 12:11 - "From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that causes 
desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days.

For those in Jesus' circle of friends who were Jewish, just the mention of this abomination would 
have been enough to call to mind all of the prophecies concerning it.

And it is this abomination that will be cause enough to "escape the theater" though the cry of 
"fire!" isn't shouted. People are supposed to drop what they're doing. forget their plans, abandon 
their homes and just run. Run to the hills.

And don't go following everyone who says they've seen Jesus again, either. When Jesus returns, 
the whole world will see him, not just a few select folks. Lightning is often interpreted to mean, 
"He'll come really fast, all-of-a-sudden-like." Well, sure. But also, lightning is totally visible. You 
can't hide lightning. Even when it is dancing in the clouds, it is seen in the flashes. So will the 
coming of the Son of Man be. It will be seen. And following lightning, as Jesus well knew, is 
thunder. The second coming will not be a secret showing only for the Elect. It will be a 
completely open, visual, audio event.

Something important to notice here: Jesus speaks first of tribulation. Of testing. Of times so 
frightening that his people will have to run away, gather someplace in the hills, just to get a little 
more safe than they might have been. Panic will set in. All of this is taught to his disciples. He is 
specific in saying so, even using the word "tribulation." It isn't until after this teaching that he 
speaks of the Second Coming, and as yet he has not mentioned anything like a gathering of 
believers to heaven at this point in this gospel.

This section here that I have given above closes with a proverb about vultures gathering at a 
carcass. It was a proverb in the book of Job, which would have been known to these men, and 
also a saying in Proverbs. It is an illustration for "signs of the obvious" I believe. Vultures, you 
see, do not gather unless there's something to feast upon. Like the lightning, in a way, it is a sign 
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that is not hidden, for it is in the sky and on the ground.

What, then, is Jesus teaching here? What does he say, the Logos of God? He says that there is a 
time to run...when a great danger is in Jerusalem, it will be time to run. And that will be the right 
thing to do at that time. He says that he will return in a way unmistakable, and for people not to 
be deceived by false prophets and claims.

Simple lessons? Perhaps. Yet people are still deceived, still seeking a new revelation, still seeking 
a new prophecy or a different Messiah. He has come, he will come again. And he really wants to 
tell you about it because he loves you as he loved the people who followed him a long time ago in 
Galilee. Don't ignore him.
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Consider the Source

When I was a little girl and into my teens and was bullied, teased, harassed, and -- gasp! -- 
complimented, Mums had one bit of advice to give me (she had much advice, but this one always 
applied) that I have since passed on to others.

Consider the source.

When any information is passed along, when any comment is directed to you or about you, 
consider the source. When I was being bullied, I had to ask myself whether or not the bully was 
someone I should heed or not. (Mostly, not.) When I was teased, was the teaser someone whose 
opinion mattered? (Sometimes, yes.) When I was complimented, was the person someone I knew 
as sincere? (Sometimes, yes.) The same goes for "news and information." Do you trust ABC? 
CNN? FOX? MSNBC? Dan Rather? Sean Hannity? Katie Couric?

When it comes to matters of faith, the source of a comment matters. For those people who 
follow Christ, we follow the Bible. But people interpret the Bible in so many ways, that there is 
dissent everywhere. Some people discount all of God's word because of, say, the Apostle Paul 
and his remarks about women in church. Some people see apocalyptic literature and figure it was 
just a dream, a fairy tale, an allegory, and they do not trust that as a reliable source.

Jesus, though, is the Logos of God. The Word. The representation in Flesh of the Almighty. 
Even those reluctant to believe in prophecy will say that his words are to be trusted. His life is 
the pattern. He is a Source to be believed.

Read, then, the words from the Source.

29 "Immediately after the tribulation of those days, The sun will be darkened, and the moon will 
not shed her light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the celestial powers will be shaken. 30 

"Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the land will 
mourn; and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great 

glory. 31 He will send out His angels with a loud trumpet, and they will gather His elect from the 
four winds, from one end of the sky to the other. (Matthew 24:29-31)

Consider them.

I began a series in Revelation back in June. The timing in that book is known for being nonlinear. 
It is true that in apocalyptic literature there are symbols and figures of speech that are unique to 
that genre. But Jesus' words, here, are not told as a parable. He is answering a question that his 
disciples asked. He uses illustrations, yes, but only because he is the best teacher one could hope 
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for.

What does he say?

He had spoken before of the time that he would come back, after at time of great tribulation 
wherein the people would run to the hills. Here, he says "immediately after the tribulation of 
those days..." The word is being used in a teaching context, foreshortening the time, condensing 
its relation to the hearers, but even so... It would mean that the next thing that happens, would 
be...what follows.

Celestial disruption. The mourning of the nations. The Coming of the Son of Man. Only then, in 
this relation from Jesus, only then will the angel sound the trumpet that corresponds to the 
gathering up of believers from all over the world.

To me, anyway, there is no room to think that this Great Gathering Up time comes before the 
tribulation that will descend upon the earth. Jesus himself has said that it will be after.

Consider the Source of all teaching. Jesus warns of false teachers, but he certainly isn't one. His 
word is faithful and true.

Consider the Source. You can trust him with your life and death and all the time thereafter. He 
isn't trying to curry your favor with promises of a stress-free life. He promises, instead, 
persecution and tribulation. He isn't trying to sweet-talk you, but he does promise you his love 
and forgiveness.

And, to those who believe him, to those who cling to that promise, you will be gathered up with 
him at the End of the Age.
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Smarter than the average squirrel?

When seagulls fly to land, a storm is at hand.
Squirrels gathering their nuts early makes for a long winter.

Red sky at morning, sailors take warning.

There are indicators for change if one knows where to look. Signs, we call them, though that has a 
mystic overtone. Signs for the seasons. Signs for people, too. I worked with a delightful woman 
from Edinburgh who would come into the office, frowning, eyes narrowed, stomping in her 
heeled shoes. I knew she hadn't had her coffee yet and I knew better than to say a word to her 
until she was properly caffeinated. When she was, she was as wonderful a person to share office 
space with as any. But if I didn't heed the signs of morning decaffeination, I would become the 
recipient of a sharp tongue and baleful gaze.

I learned wisdom. I left her alone.

We, as people, like to have signs. We like to know what's happening. We have learned about 
weather so we can prepare ourselves. No longer does a hurricane just sort of blow in. We have 
learned what air and water conditions precede it, we track it, we can have a fairish idea of where it 
will go. We like signs.

Jesus held to signs, too, and he taught his disciples to look for them.

32 "Now from the fig tree learn this parable: As soon as its branch becomes tender and sprouts 
leaves, you know that summer is near. 33 In the same way, when you see all these things, know 
that He is near--at the door! 34 I assure you: This generation will certainly not pass away until 
all these things take place. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass 

away. (Matthew 24:32-35)

Everyone has their own signs of summer, of course. Here, it starts raining all the time. But for 
Jesus' time and place, the fig tree was a good indicator of the change to summer in the seasons. 
The signs he is giving to his disciples here are also indicators. They do not give dates and times, 
as the sprouting of a branch is not indicative of the true time a place comes into a real summer or 
not. The signs Christ gives are things to look for, to take note of, to make sure you're aware of as 
the days of your life continue forward.

The amazing thing, and something which still continues to puzzle scholars, is that the signs Jesus 
referred to indicated his second coming. "He is...at the door!" This is an urgent warning. 
Obviously, he wasn't referring to his first advent, his birth. Nor was he referring to a time when 
he might show up, say, at Peter's house to observe the Sabbath. The signs the disciples asked for 
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were those that would show the End of the Age, as they specifically requested. These are those 
signs. Jesus is very clear on that.

What has not been so clear over the centuries is the "generation" question. A generation was 
generally understood to be about forty years. Some scholars maintain that the signs in question 
were strictly allegorical or could be explained by events that did happen, culminating with the 
destruction of the temple and the siege of Jerusalem in AD 70. If that is so, then indeed the 
generation was the one in which the disciples then lived.

The other scholastic stance is that the End of the Age that the disciples asked about would come 
about within a forty-year span of time from the first of the events that Christ spoke of to them 
on the Mount of Olives. The thing is, Jesus' teachings also touch on those of the prophet Daniel, 
and it is even now widely agreed that Daniel's 70th week hasn't yet happened. Most particularly, 
no one has fulfilled the words of Daniel in chapter 11, verses 21 - 45. (The abomination that 
desecrates the temple in specific ways.)

For myself, I hold to the teaching that Christ gave signs to the disciples as he did because they 
asked him, for one. Additionally, he knew that they would share what they learned, eventually. 
And he knew that the words would be passed down, taught, learned, and heeded until that time 
came. Remember, he didn't know for sure when the time of the End would be; only God the 
Father knows. But he did know what to look for. So do we.

Sailors heed the skies. People heed the flights of birds and habits of animals, and even the growth 
of moss to learn what the immediate future will hold. God himself has given signs of what the 
future will hold too, for those of us who are alive to see them.

As for me, I believe we are living in the generation Jesus spoke about above. The signs are rapidly 
piling up, and the days are evil.

Squirrels know enough to prepare against a bad winter. Can we do less to make ready for a time 
of tribulation and the meeting of God face to face? We do not, often, have the innate wisdom of 
simple animals, but we can learn.

I hope we do.
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Pattern Disruption

There are patterns to life.

We are born, we cry and fuss, we learn to speak in short choppy sentences. We roll, we crawl, 
we toddle, we walk. We meet family, family friends, friends, and strangers. We learn to eat, learn 
to read, learn to break small priceless objects.

There are patterns to life.

People have lives. They interact. Work. Raise families. Learn the skills necessary to exist 
wherever in the world they are. Some people need to learn to drive; others can take the Tube or 
Train or a ferry. Some need to learn to paddle a watercraft. Others need to learn to ski cross-
country. Some learn to run a dogsled. Many ride horses or other animals. Farming, phoning, 
writing, teaching, learning, preparing food, making clothes, cutting trees, fishing... Innumerable 
activities interlocking all over the world to sustain life. To enjoy life. To work, play, relax, love.

Ordinary days. One day, though, that ordinariness will be interrupted.

36 "Now concerning that day and hour no one knows--neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son --
except the Father only. 37 As the days of Noah were, so the coming of the Son of Man will be. 

38 For in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day Noah boarded the ark. 39 They didn't know until the flood came and 

swept them all away. So this is the way the coming of the Son of Man will be: 40 Then two men 
will be in the field: one will be taken and one left. 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill: one 

will be taken and one left. 42 Therefore be alert, since you don't know what day your Lord is 
coming. 43 But know this: If the homeowner had known what time the thief was coming, he 

would have stayed alert and not let his house be broken into. 44 This is why you also should get 
ready, because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. (Matthew 24:36-44)

One very significant day will occur, but where on the calendar it is remains a mystery, even to 
the angels, Jesus says. Only the Father knows.

Now, a woman and I were discussing this briefly yesterday: The concept of Jesus not knowing 
something that his Father knew, when they are One. I cannot claim to have a comprehensive 
grasp on the perfection of the Trinity. I believe, though, that it is a mystery that will make sense 
when we can see with God's perspective. The Accuser, The Deceiver, Satan, promised Eve that 
she would be like God if she ate of the forbidden fruit. That she would understand God. I think 
that is a thread throughout the lies of Satan, who has no new tricks, really, but a rehashing of old 
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ones. We think that we should be able to understand God, or he cannot exist. That trusting him is 
contingent upon full comprehension.

It is a lie. We cannot fully understand God, yet we should love him anyway. Do not believe 
otherwise.

I cannot understand, perfectly, how God could know something that Jesus could not know, but I 
will say here that I believe that while Jesus was on the earth, there was a part of the Mind of 
God that was able to be separated from his awareness. So that while he was dying on the cross, 
he could know that God was unable to be with him, that his own Father had to temporarily turn 
his face away because Jesus was taking on himself all the filth and disgusting sins of the entire 
embodiment of Man throughout time. God could not, in his perfection, dwell in Christ's total 
awareness at that time. He had to separate himself, causing Jesus much grief so that he cried out 
in his loneliness, "Why have you forsaken me?"

When Jesus was a man, though also God, his awareness was necessarily limited at the time of his 
dwelling on Earth. So when he spoke to his friends under that tree in Galilee, he said in truth that 
he didn't know when the End of the Age that they had asked about would happen. He wasn't 
whitewashing anything, he was telling the truth.

He went on to say that life has a pattern, and this pattern would be disrupted as it was in the 
time of Noah. When Noah was building his ark, in that 120 year period, people were just living 
their lives. Noah would preach, nail wood to a boat frame, have a son or three. People were on 
the Earth, getting married, having kids of their own, living in the established patterns of their 
lives. They didn't know until the rains came and the flood overwhelmed them that it would, 
indeed, happen.

It's going to be that way again, minus the flood.

Look at your life. Observe the patterns you have set for yourself. See those with whom you 
work. Do not, though, make the mistake of thinking it will always and forever remain this way. 
Be alert, as you have been taught. Know that the time is coming, soon, when this pattern will be 
disrupted. Not by a flood, for God has promised not to do that again. But by a series of 
cataclysmic events that will end when you stand before the Creator of All and have to make an 
accounting of yourself.

We just don't know when. And people get tired of hearing "soon," so they will relax their stance. 
A soldier might need to be on duty, on the watch, at night. But after too many nights of nothing 
more exciting happening than watching the occasional spider climb in a corner, they might relax 
their vigilance. And that might be the very night of their true trial by fire.
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So be alert. You don't know when the "coming of the Son of Man" will be...until it happens. 
Until the end of the age arrives with events -- that you will not be able to mistake -- to disrupt 
the pattern of your life permanently.
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Getting Fired Can Be Permanent

Text note: I, of course, do not hold with the unwilling bondage of human beings in perpetual 
servitude. The Greek word doulos in this passage is often translated as "servant" or 
"bondservant" to protect the Western eyes from the thought that God encourages slavery. Yet, 
doulos means "slave," so I use it thus in my lessons.

===

Once upon a time, a long time ago and thousands of miles away from here, I was employed by a 
beauty supply store. I had been hired originally by Mums, the manager then, when I was 
thirteen. Over the years, I had proven my worth to the boss (found out later I had gone to first 
grade with and sat next to her only son! that was cool) and was kept on as her employee even 
after Mums no longer worked there.

This store did something radical and opened on Sundays...in a town that didn't HAVE stores 
opened on Sunday. As just about the only beauty supply open, the owner thought that it would 
be worth her while to have the store open, though, and had one of her employees work the store 
on her own that day. The store never seemed to make much, though. Still, she kept it open.

Until she found out that the employee was drinking on the job and stealing cash and not reporting 
sales. Customers had told the boss, and she was caught and fired.

The boss then asked me, who at the time was trying to keep my car insured and fed with (gasp!) 
$1/gallon gasoline (leaded, then, in the early 80's), if I would be willing to work the store. She 
opened it later so that I could go to church, which was cool, since she was not then a woman of 
faith.

I was a very trustworthy employee. The store made hundreds of dollars every Sunday. Not 
because I am a great salesperson, but because I am honest. The boss knew she could trust me to 
be a faithful servant, as it were. I wasn't her slave, but I was the slave of my God. My 
employment in the store reflected my relationship to the Master.

45 "Who then is a faithful and sensible slave, whom his master has put in charge of his 
household, to give them food at the proper time? 46 Blessed is that slave whom his master, when 
he comes, will find working. 47 I assure you: He will put him in charge of all his possessions. 48 
But if that wicked slave says in his heart, 'My master is delayed,' 49 and starts to beat his fellow 
slaves, and eats and drinks with drunkards, 50 that slave's master will come on a day he does not 
expect and at a time he does not know. 51 He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with 
the hypocrites. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (Matthew 24:45-51)
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Those who are bought by God, through the sacrifice of Christ Jesus, are held to be slaves. 
Redeemed by the Savior. As slaves, then, we owe good and faithful service to him who has 
redeemed us by his blood.

Some servants, though, are not diligent. They mistreat their fellow slaves. They yell, falsely 
accuse, set up for failure, and ridicule others. Today in the world, we see this kind of behavior. 
Not only is the Lord angered by this, but he is also deeply sorrowed, I believe. Many will turn 
from God based upon the unrighteousness of his slaves.

God will hold these slaves accountable, as we see above. Those who have hurt others in his 
service, those who have lied and cheated and acted in that way will be counted as hypocrites. 
There is not a little slap on the wrist awaiting them, either. Scripture says that these slaves, those 
who were cast out for their mistreatment of others, will be "cut to pieces" and put in a place 
where there is "weeping and gnashing of teeth."

Just because Jesus hasn't shown up yet, just because we don't have a scheduled ETA, just 
because he's been away from us in the flesh for a long time...does not mean we have time to act 
like drunken despots, lording it over others, for our own personal satisfaction or to prove a point. 
We are not empowered to mistreat anyone.

The Lord will judge all of his slaves upon his return. See to it that your conduct does not merit 
being tossed into the place with the hypocrites.

The other Sunday worker back in the beauty supply was fortunate: she was only fired. God's 
judgment is rather more final.
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Did you check your oil?

For storm season, we make preparations, here in Southwest Florida. Year after year. Stock up on 
the water. Canned food is purchased and stored. Batteries of all sizes. Crank-powered storm 
radios. A generator. Fill up the five-gallon gas cans. (We have a few.) Check the plywood for the 
windows to make sure it's still sound. Restock the first aid boxes. In addition, when a storm is 
threatening, the important papers plus a utility bill and phone numbers go in a plastic bag.

This very last thing is just in case we have to evacuate. If you've been reading this blog for more 
than a year or so, you will notice we've not yet had to evacuate.

We made all the preparations this year, too. We still have things near to hand should they be 
needed. Thankfully, we have not yet had need of any of these preparations. The latest 
hurricanes, Florence and Gordon, have been out in the middle of the Atlantic, followed by Chase-
their-tails Helene. Still, we remain prepared.

But that's not all we're preparing for, as part of God's family.

1 "Then the kingdom of heaven will be like 10 virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet 
the groom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were sensible. 3 When the foolish took their 

lamps, they didn't take oil with them. 4 But the sensible ones took oil in their flasks with their 
lamps. 5 Since the groom was delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6 "In the middle 

of the night there was a shout: 'Here's the groom! Come out to meet him.' 7 "Then all those 
virgins got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 But the foolish ones said to the sensible ones, 'Give us 

some of your oil, because our lamps are going out.' 9 "The sensible ones answered, 'No, there 
won't be enough for us and for you. Go instead to those who sell, and buy oil for yourselves.' 10 
"When they had gone to buy some, the groom arrived. Then those who were ready went in with 
him to the wedding banquet, and the door was shut. 11 "Later the rest of the virgins also came 

and said, 'Master, master, open up for us!' 12 "But he replied, ' I assure you: I do not know you!' 
13 "Therefore be alert, because you don't know either the day or the hour. (Matthew 25:1-13)

Virgins. Let's start there. These were not young women who were planning on marrying the 
bridegroom. They were bridesmaids. Part of the celebration, but not getting married. The whole 
wedding waited upon the arrival of the bridegroom, who may have been coming in a caravan from 
some other town. Some scholars have debated about whether this parable was taking place before 
the wedding or after it, but that isn't really germane to the lesson.

The lesson Jesus was telling his friends was: Be prepared! Are you seeing a theme, here? The 
disciples asked about when the time was for the End of the Age. What Jesus is emphasizing, 
though, is that they have to be ready for it. Don't just mark it on your calendar. Make 
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preparations.

The virgins above had certainly all filled their lamps earlier in the day. The didn't know if they 
would need them, but they had them. They waited and waited, far beyond what they thought 
they might need to do, but still they waited. (After all, aside from their duty of being an 
attendant, they'd get to join the feasting!) In the middle of the night, they heard that the groom 
was on the way. Though they had been sleeping, they woke, fluffed out their garments, checked 
their lamps...

And found they needed oil.

Half of these virgins had been wise -- they had brought extra oil. Just in case the wait would be 
long. The other half were foolish. Oh, they were the bridesmaids, the acknowledged virgins. They 
were. They had adorned themselves appropriately. They had brought their lamps, too. But...they 
hadn't been prepared adequately. They hadn't been wise, as the others were. They had been 
foolish to think that the groom would come within their own timeframe as delineated by the lamp 
oil they had available.

So they tried to bum some off of virgins who had been much more wisely prepared. They were 
refused. After all, the light only went so far, and if they shared, it was very possible none of 
them would be able to go to the wedding feast. They'd all be left in the dark, alone. The 
unprepared virgins went off to buy more oil. From whom? We do not know. But they were gone 
too long.

When they had finished their errand, they went to the feast, but were too late. The bridegroom 
declared he didn't know them. They hadn't been with the others, why should they be in the feast? 
They were not allowed into the feast.

Again, the point of Jesus' parable here is that they are to be prepared, the disciples are. They 
don't know how long they'll have to wait. Neither do we.

Look at the timing as Christ explains it in this parable. The virgins -- representing those who 
want to enter the kingdom of Heaven -- have a general idea of when this wedding will take place, 
so they are where they are supposed to be. Jesus implies, then, that people will have a general 
idea that the end is coming. Many signs are prophesied to show this, if you have been reading 
along with us or have studied the prophets of the Old Testament. This is reasonable.

They wait longer than expected and fall asleep waiting. We do that too, don't we? Wait longer 
than we think we should have to and get tired. There is no judgment here in this parable for doing 
so. No sense that the virgins should have been up partying and staying all fresh and excited. It 
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was all right that they had taken a nap. But when they heard the bridegroom was coming, they 
got up, trimmed their lamps, and waited eagerly.

Yet still he didn't show up. For us, this means that the waiting isn't over just because we hear he's 
coming or a messenger that we trust has said he's coming. The bridegroom -- Christ -- will not 
come before there are signs of his coming; he teaches that himself. But they won't necessarily be 
in a time that we expect!

So the virgins waited, some running off for last-minute shopping. And they missed out when the 
bridegroom came.

You will notice they were excluded from the feast for their tardiness. They were not allowed to 
celebrate the wedding of the Bridegroom and his Bride. In the book of Revelation, that is a time 
when Jerusalem will be presented as a Bride to her Bridegroom. It will be a special time. A time 
long-awaited. Those who are ready will get to party, too.

There is no further punishment, we notice in this parable. No "weeping and gnashing of teeth," 
no "eternal flame." Simply -- with a door shut in their face -- the virgins are excluded from the 
wedding banquet.

From the kingdom of heaven.

Jesus says the bridegroom will not know these women. They were not especially favored. They 
would be treated as anyone else in the village...not as honored guests. They have to bear the 
consequences of their own folly, their own ill-preparedness. No last-minute reprieve.

Be prepared. Do not expect to be let into the kingdom "just because" or "because you really are a 
good person." This parable -- this teaching story says otherwise.

Here, we prepare in advance of the storms of summer. If they come, we are ready. If they do not 
come, we are still prepared. Over the year, we can use the supplies we have gathered, if we do 
not during hurricane season. Next spring, we prepare again. We do not know how the storms will 
travel. We do not dictate the weather patterns.

And we do not dictate the terms of entering the wedding feast.

Remember: You do not make the rules for God's Kingdom. He does. 
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When is a talent not a talent?

"Mom, what does (fill in the vocabulary word of choice) mean?"
"Mom, how does (whatever he is interested in) happen?"

"Mom, how do you think it happened REALLY?"

What "they" don't tell you, about parenthood, is that you are instantly supposed to turn into a 
teacher. Not only A teacher, but THE teacher. The first teacher your children will know. As this 
person, you learn how to explain things in such a way that your child will understand the answer.

For one child, you might need to give a flat-out definition. "Mom, how do babies get made 
REALLY?" is always a fun one for the first time parent. A vocabulary word should be used in a 
sentence, in a context, that will be understood. Sometimes, a social situation will have to be 
explained using a parallel situation with which a child is already familiar.

A good teacher knows his students. The BEST Teacher knows how to present information not 
just for one learner, but for all the learners that will follow.

Which is why, here in the book of Matthew, we see how Jesus' disciples asked him a question: 
What signs will there be before the End of the Age? They thought this might have one answer but 
their rabbi gives them many different answers that all basically say the same things.

Be obedient. Be prepared. Do not expect the timing to be when you think it should be. Those 
who are not prepared will be left out and/or disciplined.

The illustration he used after the parable of the ten virgins is the parable of the talents. A talent, 
in the context of the scripture is money. In Nave's Topical Bible, one talent is approximately 
equivalent to $1,940. Ten, then, would be $19,400; five, $9,700. 

Basically, a man goes on a journey and leaves his estate to three servants to manage. He gives 
them varying levels of responsibility. One man gets ten talents, one five, and one, one. The one 
with ten puts the money to good use over a period of time, doubling it. The one with five did 
likewise. The one who got only one talent to use for his employer probably debated with himself 
what to do, eventually deciding to bury it in the ground and keep it safe. Note that he didn't 
squander the money, but he didn't use it for growth, either.

The master/employer returns and, of course, demands an accounting from his servants. He 
expresses pleasure with the first two servants, and immediately gives them more to work with, 
greater honor and greater responsibility. The third one though, comes across as fearful and overly 
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timid. Foolish, too. The master reprimands him. "You could at least have put the money with the 
bankers so that IT could have worked, if you didn't want to!" (Sandi's paraphrase.)

The result for that the last servant is this pronouncement:

30 And throw this good-for-nothing slave into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.

What does this have to do with what Jesus says about the End of the Age, as his disciples asked? 
Jesus is not only teaching about the signs that will come before this ending, but also about the 
preparations people should make before they happen. The lesson, here, is not to languish while 
we wait for the return of the Master.

We each of us have been given gifts. Talents...as in skills, not money necessarily. Things we can 
do particularly well. The job we have to do is to make use of these skills, not bury them. It's not 
hard. Now, it's hard to do someone ELSE's job. Yes. I might have the brains, say, to be a doctor, 
but I do not have the spirit to make it my life's calling. I have the knowledge and even experience 
to be a youth pastor, yes. But I found out through trial that it wasn't my calling. I was not 
happy, there. Even in service to my God. I was serving, but not serving where I had my talents. I 
don't know that I was able to double my portion in any way while I was there.

You have seen people who are truly happy in doing what they are doing. It could be shaking 
hands, talking to people in grocery stores, waiting on tables, taking blood, helping a little child to 
read... When someone is happily engaged where they belong, they are multiplying their gift to 
share and grow themselves and others. That is investing in God's people in the way that he has 
deemed good and right.

So today, if we are investing our gifts where they are doing some good...multiplying them, 
spreading them around, not burying them out of fear of our Master... If we are doing this, then 
our work has been good and we will be rewarded. If, out of fear or carelessness or unwillingness 
to put ourselves forward, ignore what we are given to do, we shall be punished.

Jesus uses that "darkness" and "weeping and gnashing of teeth" thing often when teaching about 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Just as a good teacher will point out all perspectives of a lesson, so does 
Christ. He shares the benefits of obedience as well as the penalties of disobedience.

Do not shut your eyes to one or the other. To Christ, this is very important; he spent precious 
time making sure he said it over and again, using illustrations for every kind of mind and 
experience. There will be a reward in heaven. There will also be punishment in the dark, where 
there is weeping and gnashing of teeth. He has promised both.
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And both will be eternal.
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Did he have time to mess with our heads?

Please forgive me. I am going to be blunt. This has been pressing in on me for a while.

Jesus teaches with parables often, yes. The lessons he teaches, though, are not picturesque. They 
are practical or teach a practical truth. The man knew his time was limited; he ministered actively 
for three years. Three years to be the very incarnation of Almighty God. Three years to find a 
group of friends, students, helpers. Three years to teach them all he could, show them GOD in 
the flesh. Three years to heal, perform miracles, fulfill prophecies. Three years. That's all.

He was not here to waste his time on lessons that were not meant to be learned. He wasn't here 
for window dressing. He wasn't here for anything other than to show the love of God for man 
and to offer himself up as the ultimate and final sin offering on behalf of all sins of all mankind. 
That is a very, very serious job.

So even when he teaches in parables, even when he uses terms like "ten virgins" and "talents" and 
"sheep and goats," do not believe that his lessons were anything other than direct teaching on 
matters that were, to him, very serious.

His disciples, on that ridge that overlooked Jerusalem, asked him a very serious question. Sure, 
they wanted to be "in the know." They were dear friends of the most famous teacher in Galilee, 
of course they wanted to know "secret things." It is the nature of man to want to know things. 
Especially secret things. Jesus tells them of the signs of the End of the Age, and he tells of the 
penalties for not being ready. Not being obedient. Not heeding the signs. For, to those who have 
been taught what will happen, there is no excuse for not heeding the signs that will be given.

31 "When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on the 
throne of His glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them 

one from another, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep 
on His right, and the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, 

you who are blessed by My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty and you gave 
Me something to drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed 
Me; I was sick and you took care of Me; I was in prison and you visited Me.' 37 "Then the 

righteous will answer Him, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give 
You something to drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or without clothes 
and clothe You? 39 When did we see You sick, or in prison, and visit You?' 40 "And the King 

will answer them, 'I assure you: Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of Mine, 
you did for Me.' (Matthew 25:31-40)
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For many, this is reassuring. For those who hear this teaching and are indeed helping those who 
are in need, this is a blessing.

41 Then He will also say to those on the left, 'Depart from Me, you who are cursed, into the 
eternal fire prepared for the Devil and his angels! 42 For I was hungry and you gave Me nothing 
to eat; I was thirsty and you gave Me nothing to drink; 43 I was a stranger and you didn't take 

Me in; I was naked and you didn't clothe Me, sick and in prison and you didn't take care of Me.' 
44 "Then they too will answer, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or 

without clothes, or sick, or in prison, and not help You?' 45 "Then He will answer them, 'I assure 
you: Whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for Me either.'

Sometimes, we think we have all the bases covered because we "know" the truth. We have 
listened to the teachings. Perhaps we've been in church or something every week for all our lives. 
Or we have claimed to know Christ, who will be sitting on that throne. We will say that we know 
the signs and have heeded them.

But some will be wrong. All the knowledge in the world will not save a soul. Some people will 
not do what they are supposed to because they do not believe that the teaching or direction or 
path that God laid before them is really meant for them. They will believe it is someone else's 
job. Feeding the poor? Get real; they deserve it. Care for the helpless? Not me! Ignore the hurting 
heart right in front of you while you're busy praying in the proper form for your bank account? 
It isn't advised.

This is not to say that you can earn your salvation. You cannot. There is nothing, not a thing, 
that you can do apart from Christ to save your soul. But once that soul is saved, there is much 
you are supposed to do out of love and appreciation for him who has shed his blood for you.

Don't ignore him. He is very serious.

This section of the teaching on the Mount of Olives ends like this:

"And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."

There is nothing allegorical about this statement. There is nothing accidental that this passage of 
teaching in this gospel ends on this note. There is nothing equivocal about it. The Greek word 
here translated as "punishment" is from the root word "to mutilate or prune." The word for 
eternal is used to mean without end. It is as close to "eternal" as Greek gets. Some people say, 
then, that the pruning process is only the earth-bound time we have as humans. That when we 
die, we are then pruned to perfection.
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If so, then why are the sheep and goats separated when Christ is in his glory, after the death of 
pretty much everyone over the past two millennia? This indicates that the people have died and 
still not been "pruned."

Please, do not neglect what God has called you to do. Do not pass over his teachings as pretty 
illustrations for a larger, vague truth. They are parables, but they teach very solid, very necessary 
attitudes, behaviors, and concepts.

His time was short. He knew that. We do not know how much time we have, so it behooves us 
to spend it wisely.
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Go ahead and swear them in.

An eye witness, any good lawyer will tell you, is not terribly reliable. Put three people together 
and have them watch an event, they will all report back with different information.

John will tell you what he heard, and how overpowering the smell was.
Cindy will tell you what she saw, and the sequence of events.

Bret will tell you all about the whole environment, including picky details, but he won't 
remember a thing about what was actually said at the event.

And yet, all three are telling the truth. They don't truly contradict one another, they just have 
their own perspectives. And, when you put all of them together, you have a fair picture of what 
really happened.

In the case of the three synoptic gospels (Mark, Matthew and Luke) really, you have only one 
eye witness to actual events. That would be Matthew. He was one of Jesus' twelve disciples and 
had been around since his earliest ministry days. Mark and Luke were closer to Paul, who learned 
all of what he knew about Christ's life and teachings from the Apostles at a later date. Luke, it is 
believed, went out to research for his account of Jesus' life, talking to many eyewitnesses. Mark's 
gospel is traditionally held to have been written first. His primary source of information must 
also have been the disciples. He was passionate about presenting a life of Christ, and his gospel is 
dynamic. I encourage you to read it sometime; it is sadly neglected in most teachings of the life of 
Christ.

All of which brings me back to Luke, the physician. He was presenting a comprehensive treatise 
for what may be his patron, Theophilus. He heard of the teachings of Christ, but his order of 
presentation was not identical to Matthew's. The truth, though, is still the truth and that is what 
he is sharing below:

20 Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God will come, He answered them, "The 
kingdom of God is not coming with something observable; 21 no one will say, 'Look here!' or 
'There!' For you see, the kingdom of God is among you." 22 Then He told the disciples: "The 

days are coming when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you won't see 
it. 23 They will say to you, 'Look there!' or 'Look here!' Don't follow or run after them. 24 For as 
the lightning flashes from horizon to horizon and lights up the sky, so the Son of Man will be in 

His day. 25 But first He must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation. (Luke 17:20-
25)

What sticks in the mind of those who were with Jesus was not, necessarily, the places that they 
went. It was the words that their rabbi spoke.
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People have always wanted to know about the Kingdom of God. The prophets prophesied at 
length about it. (Isaiah, Amos, and Zephaniah among others.) Many looked to see this Kingdom 
manifest itself at first as a political movement. But the Messiah here says that it will not be 
observable at first. There will not be a glorious military coup, no new flags to fly or manifestos to 
adopt. At first, this kingdom exists in the hearts and souls of those who inhabit it, for that it 
where God has ordained it to be. The Kingdom of God began with a baby's birth, and lives today 
in the hearts of his people.

So naturally, many are disappointed because they are still looking for something they can point 
to for evidence of this kingdom. People follow false teachings because their desperation misleads 
them. The Kingdom of God will not come creeping in a back door, when the Son of Man returns. 
It will not be for a secret society to know or only for those who have a special knowledge.

When the Son of Man returns, it will be obvious to everyone. When the Son of Man returns, he 
will bring with him what many will think of when they think Kingdom of God. Then, there will 
be an army. There will be trumpets. There will be a King in all his glory coming to trounce his 
enemies.

But before then, he reminds his friends that he must suffer and be rejected. They have to 
understand that following him is not all about being "in" on what this famous teacher is saying. 
They have to -- though they don't yet, not really -- understand that being a friend of Jesus isn't 
all about healing and miracles and adulation. It is also about pain, rejection, misunderstandings, 
wounds.

Jesus knew this. He has never promised it will be easy, but he has promised to bear it first and 
help us follow. In the days to come, before the King of Glory returns, there will be tribulation. 
He has promised it; it is something he is all too familiar with himself. If you belong to him, do not 
think that just belonging is going to keep you from the pain, persecution, rejection and 
tribulations that will come. It won't.

Many witnesses speak to the truth of a matter, though their perspectives may differ. This man 
who knew that so well made sure that he had witnesses, though they were faulty as all witnesses 
are on some point or another. However, Jesus made the truth plain, so that it would not be 
misunderstood. Two thousand years later, the truths are still true.

You can believe the witnesses.
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Just the Same – Until It Isn’t

Lives are changed unexpectedly.

A little girl walking home from school gets hit unintentionally in a drive-by shooting.
Brakes fail on a car and an accident alters lives forever.

You find a discarded lottery ticket and win a few million dollars.

We do not live in fear, though, as a general thing. Today, all of you reading this have plans. 
Cleaning house, sitting in a class, taking a test, meeting up with someone for coffee, reading, 
teaching, gathering the necessary items for dinner. Playing with children. Shopping. Preparing for 
a holiday. Travel plans. Sewing. Gardening. Dental visits. Getting the wheels aligned. A baseball 
game.

Our lives are filled with the pleasant (okay, some maybe not so pleasant) rounds. Cyclone is at 
school, in Language Arts just now, perhaps reading his Unfairy Tale about the Three Little Pigs 
and the Dragon. (You haven't seen destruction until a dragon visits those porcine beings.) 
Cartoon Ranger and I are doing a little better thus far today, in that he is actually playing in a 
different room of the house. (I can see and hear him, but he is not in my face.) I am planning on 
tacos for dinner tonight before going to a district Special Education Information Meeting for 
parents. (When is my son going to start school, anyway?) After all of this, the plan is to watch 
Survivor and CSI. It's my big TV night.

The occupations have changed but the attitude hasn't. Not in thousands of years. People have 
always had their routines. Though they might change,we still see the concept of planning for the 
day as being sort of eternal. We do not live in fear -- or in preparation, often -- of those sudden 
changes that will alter our lives forever.

26 "Just as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be in the days of the Son of Man: 27 people 
went on eating, drinking, marrying and giving in marriage until the day Noah boarded the ark, and 
the flood came and destroyed them all. 28 It will be the same as it was in the days of Lot: people 
went on eating, drinking, buying, selling, planting, building; 29 but on the day Lot left Sodom, fire 
and sulfur rained from heaven and destroyed them all. 30 It will be like that on the day the Son of 
Man is revealed. 31 On that day, a man on the housetop, whose belongings are in the house, must 

not come down to get them. And likewise the man who is in the field must not turn back. 32 
Remember Lot's wife! (Luke 17:26-32)

Just as in Jesus' day, many today are looking for the Kingdom of God. They want signs and 
wonders and charismatic utterances. But instead, what will happen is that their lives are going to 
go on as usual, right up until the Son of Man makes his appearance.
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They did so in the time of Noah, before they were overwhelmed with a flood. A flood that Noah 
had probably been telling them about for 120 years while he built this big boat and spoke of 
God's sorrow and anger. They did so in the time of Abraham, when his nephew Lot lived in 
Sodom. The inhabitants of Sodom ate and drank and did all the usual things, not knowing that 
God was going to destroy them with burning fire raining from the sky. What kind of warning did 
they have? Angels had come, but they had disregarded their presence. They were not attuned to 
the things of God.

When that day comes, though, for us, we are taught what to do. Noah prophesied while he 
prepared. Lot had seen the angels of God. Today, many people have the means to find out what 
God wants done. On the day of the coming of the Son of Man, it will be time to skedaddle. There 
will be no more time to look back on what we had...we will have to move forward quickly.

Why the warning about Lot's wife? The Bible says that she and her family were commanded by 
God not to look back to see their city as God destroyed it. Does God say why? No, only that 
they are to obey. The concept God wanted to teach was obedience -- even to a man as self-
seeking as Lot, who married a self-seeking woman and had selfish daughters. Lot's wife, though, 
disobeyed and looked back, perhaps longing for a last view of her old life, perhaps out of the 
sheer relief that she had been spared, perhaps wanting to return.

She was turned, the Bible says, to a pillar of salt. Destroyed. Taken from humanity. Why? She 
disobeyed a direct order.

When God tells you to do something, it really is in your best interest to heed him. Did God get 
anything out of such a punishment of Lot's willful wife? Not really. He did not benefit. Her 
husband and children may have learned something...but that's debatable. Basically, it was in her 
own best interest to obey, and she did not.

God's direct order now, today, is to be prepared. Yes, live your life. Yes, plant your gardens and 
play with the kids and work for your quality of life. Of course. But do not be focused upon only 
today. Remember that tomorrow is coming and it is unsure. It is best to be obedient. To be 
prepared.

When life changes, those who do best are those who are not so attached to their lives that they 
are tumbled out of sanity by the change. Those who transition best after catastrophe are those 
who have thought beyond tomorrow. For better and for worse.
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You’ve seen the pieces; here’s the whole cloth.

Today, I am being a wimp.  I found this on another site (http://www.tribwatch.com/olivet.htm) 
and wanted to share it with you. The person who compiled this has done so from a Greek 
interlinear, and the color coding is as follows:

Red: Matthew    Green:  Mark      Blue:  Luke

He added the words in black to tie things together in order.

If you go to the link above, please know that I do not hold with everything he has said, but I 
found this particular compilation to be interesting.

Sometimes, in order to get a story, you have to talk to several people. That is what the Gospels 
do, in essence:  they give you several points of view on the life of one remarkable individual.  The 
compilation below, taken from the synoptic gospels, will give you a fair account of what Jesus 
says regarding The End of the Age. It's coming, its duration, and how it will end.

~~~~

Late in the day, when the time had come to leave the temple, Jesus was sitting opposite the 
treasury, and as he looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury. He saw a 
certain poor widow putting two lepta there, and said, "Truly, I tell you that this poor widow put 
in more than everyone, for everyone put into the gifts out of their abundance, but this woman, in 
her poverty, had put in all she had to live on."

One of his disciples said, "Teacher, behold, what great stones and what great buildings."

"Do you see these great buildings," he said, "in no way will stone be left upon stone which will 
not be thrown down." Then they left the Temple.

In the evenings, Jesus would go forth and lodge on the mountain called "Olives," a mere eyeshot 
from the Temple. As he sat on the Mount of Olives this night, the disciples approached him 
privately, asking, "Tell us, when will these things [about the Temple stones?] be, and what is the 
sign of your appearance and of the end of the age?" The apostles had assumed that the stones 
would be torn down at the same time/event as the end of the age.

"See that no one causes you to err. For many will come in my name saying, "I am the Christ," 
causing many to err. But you are about to hear of wars and rumors of wars (i.e. the Romans); see 
that you are not troubled; for it is required to happen, but the end is not yet. For in the end 
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nation will be raised against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be pestilence(s), 
famines and earthquakes throughout places, terrors and great signs in the heavens; but these 
things are merely the beginning of birth-pangs.

"Before all these things [i.e. in the first century?], they will lay their hands on you, and will 
persecute you, delivering you to synagogues and prisons for being led away before kings and 
governors for the sake of my name. This will turn out as a testimony for you to give. Therefore, 
do not decide to practice your defense in your hearts beforehand, for I will give you a mouth of 
wisdom which your opponents will not be able to withstand nor contradict. Speak whatever is 
given you in that hour, for you will not be speaking, but rather the Holy Spirit.

"Then [(in the end times, after the beginning of birth pains), you will be hated by all nations 
because of my name. Many will then be offended and will deliver one another for hating one 
another. A brother will deliver a brother to death, a father a child, and children will rise against 
parents and will put them to death. Many false prophets will be raised to cause many to err. But 
the one who endures this persecution and confusion to the end, this one will be saved. Not a hair 
of your head will by any means perish; in your endurance you will gain your souls. This gospel 
of the kingdom will be proclaimed in all the inhabited earth as a testimony to all the nations, and 
then the end of the age will come.

"When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, you will know that its desolation is near. When, 
therefore, you see the 'abomination of desolation,' spoken through the prophet Daniel [in 11:31], 
standing in the holy site, let the reader understand. Then let those in Judea flee to the mountains, 
and let those in the districts not enter into Judea. Let not the one on the housetop come down to 
take things out of his house, nor let the one in the field turn back to retrieve his coat, because 
these are days of God's vengeance upon Israel, fulfilling all the things written in the Old-
Testament prophecies.

"Remember Lot's wife: whoever seeks to preserve his earthly life, he will lose it, but whoever 
will lose it will preserve it. Woe to the women having fruit in the womb and to those giving suck 
in those days. Pray that your flight will not occur in winter, nor on a sabbath; for then there will 
be great tribulation on the land, and wrath against this people Israel, such that has not come to 
pass up to now, from the beginning of the world, nor will it by any means happen again. And 
Israel will fall by the mouth of the sword and will be led captive to all nations, until the [42-
month] times of the nations are accomplished [i.e. at Armageddon]. Unless the Lord shortened 
those days [at Armageddon], no flesh could be saved, but on account of the elect, those days will 
be cut short by My return.

"Days will come when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but will not see 
one. They will say to you, 'Behold there!' or 'Behold, here!' Do not believe it. For false Christs 
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and false prophets will be raised, who will give great signs and wonders, so as to cause to err, if 
possible, even the elect. Behold, I have told you beforehand. If, therefore, they say to you, 
'Behold, he's in the desert,' do not go forth; if they say, 'Behold, he's in the private rooms,' do not 
believe it. For as the lightning comes forth from the east and shines to the west, so also will the 
appearance of the Son of man be [i.e. suddenly, bright, fearful, from and across the sky, from east 
to west]. Wherever the carcass may be, there will the eagles be assembled.

"And immediately after the [Israel's] tribulation of those days, there will be anxiety amongst 
nations in perplexity, at the sound of the sea and surf, with men fainting from fear and 
anticipation for the things coming upon the inhabited earth, for the powers of the skies will be 
shaken [i.e. as per the 6th Seal]. The sun will be darkened and the moon will not give her light; the 
stars will fall from the sky i.e. to the horizon, and the powers of the skies will be shaken. Then 
the sign of the Son of Man [the rapture?] will appear in the sky. All the tribes of the land will 
then bewail as they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great 
glory. And he will send his angels with a great trumpet [the 7th Trumpet], and they will gather 
his elect out of the four winds of the air, from the extremities of the skies unto their extremities.

"When these things begin to take place, stand erect and lift up your heads because your 
redemption draws near. Learn this parable of the fig tree: "When its branch becomes tender and it 
puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things, know that 
it is near, at the doors. Truly, I tell you, that this generation witnessing these things will by no 
means pass away until all these things take place. The sky and earth will pass away, but my 
words may not by any means pass away. So you see, I have told you before all things happen.

"Concerning the timing of that day and hour (of the post-tribulation return of 6 verses earlier), no 
one knows -- not even the angels -- but only the Father. For as in the days of Noah, so also will 
the appearance of the Son of Man be without warning to those who perish. For as they were 
eating and drinking in those days before the flood -- marrying and being given into marriage, until 
the day Noah entered into the ark, thus not realizing anything until the flood came and took 
everyone, so also will the appearance of the Son of Man be [a sudden surprise only to those who 
do not heed the signs].

"It was the same in the days of Lot--they were eating, drinking, buying, selling, planting, 
building--but on the day which Lot went forth from Sodom, it rained fire and brimstone from the 
sky and destroyed all.

"Take heed to yourselves lest your hearts become burdened with headache, deep drinking, and 
the anxieties of life, so that the day of Armageddon/Appearance comes suddenly upon you like a 
snare [e.g. thief in the night], for it will come in on all the ones which sit on the face of the earth. 
But you be watchful, begging at all times that you may be able to escape all these things which 
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are about to happen, so as to stand before the Son of Man.

"I tell you, in this night there will be two men on one couch; one will be taken and the other will 
be left behind; there will be two men in the field, one will be taken and one will be left behind; 
two women will be grinding grain at the mill, one will be taken and one will be left behind."

"Where, Lord," they asked him, being curious as to where those taken would go.

"Where there's a saved body [different Greek word than the "carcass" of Matthew 24:28], there 
also will the eagles be gathered together [i.e. in the sky].

"Watch, therefore, because you do not know when the Lord of the house will arrive, whether late 
in the evening, or at midnight, or at the cock-crowing, or early in the morning; if he comes 
suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. But know that if the homeowner knew in what watch 
of the night the thief was coming, he would have watched and would not have allowed his house 
to be dug through. Therefore, you also be ready, because the Son of Man will come at a time 
when you do not think so" [for which reason it will not be in/near the year 2000, when many 
think so].

"Who, then, is the faithful and wise servant whom the Lord appointed over his Household, to 
give them [his tribulation Christians] food in due season? Blessed is that servant whom the Lord 
will find so doing when he returns [as per verse 30]. Truly, I tell you, that he will appoint him 
over all his Millennial goods. But if a wicked servant says in his heart, 'My Lord delays,' and 
begins to strike [i.e. betray] his fellow servants, and to eat and drink with those who are drunks, 
then the Lord of that servant will come on a day which he does not expect, and in an hour that he 
does not recognize, and will cut him to pieces. His portion will be with the hypocrites; there will 
be wailing and the gnashing of teeth..."

For the rest of the Discourse, see Matthew 25. 
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