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How Soon is Soon? 

Time is a relative thing, depending upon many factors. 

When you're a little child, hearing "Yes, you can have a cookie later," can mean waiting for an 
eternity. Hearing "We'll go to the circus tomorrow," means waiting forever, too. 

A teenager might hear, "You'll be able to get your license soon," and feel that they can't wait! 
Graduating "next semester" can seem like it's both so close...and impossibly far off. 

Adults might mark time by the lines in their Franklin Planners, or the squares in a pocket 
calendar. Presentations for The Company are to be made in a month... That's TOO SOON! A 
dentist appointment tomorrow morning? Way too soon...if you are "looking forward" to a root 
canal. 

Parents wait anxiously for the birth of a child, marking time. First teeth. First steps. First bump 
on the head... And the next thing the parent knows, it's time for Kindergarten and then before 
they can blink, they're seeing puberty creep up on their little baby... And then the "baby" has 
graduated, then gets married... And it seems like "only yesterday" that the little person was still 
figuring out how to tie their own shoes.
 
The perception of the passage of time, then, can change as we mature, maybe. Or it can alter in 
accordance with the coming event. 

~*~ 

Revelation 1:1-3 
1 The revelation of Jesus Christ that God gave Him to show His slaves what must quickly take 
place. He sent it and signified it through His angel to His slave John, 2 who testified to God's 

word and to the testimony about Jesus Christ, in all he saw. 
3 Blessed is the one who reads and blessed are those who hear the words of this prophecy and 

keep what is written in it, because the time is near! 

This perception of time has been interpreted by many in terms of Biblical prophecies. Over the 
ages, men have "known" when Jesus Christ was coming. They say they knew because they read 
the prophecies of Daniel, Ezekiel, and the Revelation of Christ to John, and it was a matter of 
"properly" interpreting world events to know when to expect Christ's return. Not only did folks 
in the early church in that first century have it wrong, but over the centuries and millennia, many 
have predicted days and times, influencing others to abandon their lives and live on a mountain 
top to see the reappearance of Jesus on a big white cloud. 
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What many of these folks forgot is that "quickly" and "soon" do not mean the same thing to the 
Lord that they do to his children. "The time is near" means that, in terms of the time that God 
used to create everything (be you a Young Earth or Old Earth believer) his Son would be 
returning sooner rather than later. 

Two thousand years later, I think this still holds true. Do we need to keep an eye on the sky in 
2006? Looking for that cloud? I don't think so. Not yet, anyway. But I do say with a certainty 
that "soon" in 2006 is for sure much "sooner" than it was in AD 90. 

A quick observation: Did you read verse three, in the scripture above? I think it is significant that 
the reader of this book, out of all the books of the Bible, is blessed to study this particular 
segment of Scripture. I have heard of preachers who do not touch much on the book of 
Revelation because they think that it isn't "really written" for the church of today. But I think 
that when the Author has promised a blessing from the study of one particular book, then that 
book should be studied diligently. 

Some people get stuck on the "quickly" and "time is near" references. I can totally understand! 
But remember... Time is relative, and to God, who has seen all time already... "Soon" could mean 
any time at all. 
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It's WHO You Know... 

Once upon a time, when one wished to see a head of state, one petitioned his ministers and/or 
friends to try to "get an audience." I imagine that this is still true today. Do you want to see 
Queen Elizabeth II of the United Kingdom? You'd best have good reason AND know someone in 
order to make it happen. Sometimes, we even try to hedge our bets at work or school and ask 
someone to "talk to" A Certain Someone for us. Boss? Teacher? Friend? A crush? You might ask 
someone to "put in a good word" for you before you talk to the Important Person yourself. 

In some ways, this is comforting, maybe. But it is also distancing. How can we know that we are 
accepted for who we are if we have to use an intermediary? 

With the Creator God, we need no longer go through an intermediary. Once, the Lord required a 
priest, prepared, cleansed, and righteous, to approach him in a special place on behalf of all of 
Israel. This was to ask pardon, beg forgiveness for the sins of the people. That place was the 
Temple, and it was holy. 

But we are not held at such a distance from the Lord anymore! 

Revelation 1:4-8 
4 John: To the seven churches in the province of Asia. Grace and peace to you from the One who 

is, who was, and who is coming; from the seven spirits before His throne; 5 and from Jesus 
Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To 

Him who loves us and has set us free from our sins by His blood, 6 and made us a kingdom, 
priests to His God and Father--to Him be the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 
Look! He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, including those who pierced 
Him. And all the families of the earth will mourn over Him. This is certain. Amen. 8 "I am the 
Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "the One who is, who was, and who is coming, the 

Almighty." 

The Lord God, The First and Last, The One, The Almighty has seen fit to let his children know 
that he is coming. Isn't that amazing? Who are we to be informed of that? We're just people, after 
all. 

Just people, but we are greatly loved. 

5To Him who loves us and has set us free from our sins by His blood, 6 and made us a kingdom, 
priests to His God and Father--to Him be the glory and dominion forever and ever. 

We are loved by no less than this holy God, who used to require purification and sacrifice for the 
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rolling back of sins. Sacrifices made in blood, annually, until the Holy One came who would be 
the perfect sacrifice. But when that sacrifice was made, on a cross a very long time ago, that 
barrier between the Creator and the Created was torn in two, the curtain separating Man from 
God was ripped. No longer did we have to "know someone" to approach the Lord in our stead.
 
Verse six above says that we have been made priests to God. We are allowed to approach him 
ourselves. 

Why is that? Because he loves you. You are loved by God. It isn't that he didn't love his people 
before the death of his Son, but it is in the sacrifice of this son that this love is made complete, 
and that there is now a way for us to approach a mighty God without an intermediary. 

It's not what you know! You can know the Bible and every other book on the planet and still not 
be able to come to God unafraid. It's WHO you know. You have to know the Sacrificial Lamb. 
God. The Son. Personally. 

Because someday soon, he'll be coming on those clouds and everyone will see him. Will you be 
one who mourns or one who rejoices? Or will you think to pass it off and look for the video 
cameras and TV crew? 

Will you know him when he comes? You don't have to ask anyone to get an introduction, you 
know. You can take care of that yourself. He's waiting. Just for you. 
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And we're reading this...why? 

"It's a sign of the apocalypse!" 

Have you heard this before? Daffy Duck says it, spluttering everywhere. You can search the 
quote on Google. There are over 500 references to it, and many of them have nothing to do with 
apocalyptic literature or signs at all. It is merely one way to say that "I've seen it and now the 
world can come to an end!" or "That's it, there are no more surprises left in the world," or "It's 
ALL over, now!" 

Some people use the word "apocalypse" without even knowing what it means. Here's what The 
Free Dictionary says it means: 

1.a. Apocalypse Abbr. Apoc. Bible The Book of Revelation. 
b. Any of a number of anonymous Jewish or Christian texts from around the second century b.c. 
to the second century a.d. containing prophetic or symbolic visions, especially of the imminent 

destruction of the world and the salvation of the righteous. 
2. Great or total devastation; doom: the apocalypse of nuclear war. 

3. A prophetic disclosure; a revelation. 

So, you see, it can be a serious thing to discuss the apocalypse, or to discuss apocalyptic 
literature. I've taught from the Book of Revelation the last couple of days. It is categorized as 
apocalyptic literature because it deals with a coming devastation as well as being a prophetic 
disclosure. An uncovering of a truth or truths. 

When reading such literature, the student must keep in mind that there is both interpretation and 
application. The Bible is a great book...but that's all it is unless we can take from it wisdom to 
apply to our lives. 

So when we study about the seven churches and lampstands in the coming days, remember that 
there is more than one reason that John was instructed to write to them. The first is the most 
direct: God had a message for those specific churches, of course! The second is to see how the 
words – praise and censure – can be applied to the world at large. The third, and maybe most 
needful, is how the teachings to the churches can be applied to the individual reader. 

God didn't just have his word written for a few hundred people, a long time ago. Remember, he 
loves you. He loves you so much that he wants very much to make sure you know as much 
about him as you can comprehend, and that you will grow to love him in return. 

"It's a sign of the apocalypse!" we hear concerning everything from someone trying a vegetable to 
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more serious conflicts that are now taking place on the Earth. But what does it mean to you, 
personally? 

That's the real application of the uncovering of truth. 
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"You're taking me for granted." 

Have you ever felt, in a relationship, that you were being taken for granted? 

Sometimes, in a long-term relationship of any sort, affection, feelings, passion... everything ebbs 
and flows. Comes and goes. With a best-buddy type of relationship, the initial part of that 
relationship might be the "getting to know you" flowing of words and sharing of activities. 
Sharing cars, stories, pictures, life. Then, after a time, we are comfortable and so much is not 
shared, but understood. And then sometimes we are not as caring of our buddy as we could be. 

In a marriage relationship, or any kind of love relationship, the same holds true. We have a flush 
of "wow!" followed by comfortable times. If the relationship goes on long enough, there are also 
times when it is work to love the beloved. We know we do...but we really have to remind 
ourselves once in a while. And then, things go better and the "feeling" is back and the love flows 
and swirls and all is happy again. 

We're human. It's how we are. 

We are to have, as humans, a relationship to our Creator, too. It is, at its most ideal, a love 
relationship. A relationship that takes work, believe me. He always does his best for us, but we 
often take him for granted. It was the same back in the first century, too. Sometimes, people 
today say, "Well, I would have loved Christ if I had been around back then! Back when he was, 
so I could have seen him or known people who did! It would have been much more real and I 
would have been a GOOD Christian, then!" 

Those first century Christians weren't any better, sometimes. 

Revelation 2:1-7
1 "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: "The One who holds the seven stars in His right 
hand and who walks among the seven gold lampstands says: 2 I know your works, your labor, 

and your endurance, and that you cannot tolerate evil. You have tested those who call themselves 
apostles and are not, and you have found them to be liars. 3 You also possess endurance and have 
tolerated many things because of My name, and have not grown weary. 4 But I have this against 
you: you have abandoned the love you had at first. 5 Remember then how far you have fallen; 

repent, and do the works you did at first. Otherwise, I will come to you and remove your 
lampstand from its place--unless you repent. 6 Yet you do have this: you hate the practices of 
the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 "Anyone who has an ear should listen to what the Spirit 
says to the churches. I will give the victor the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the 

paradise of God. 
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The Ephesians were not altogether bad folks! They worked hard, they endured through tough 
times (and Ephesus was a hard place to be a Christian, let me tell you!) and didn't stop trying 
even though it was difficult. Tenacious folks, the Ephesian Church! 

But, still, just sticking it out wasn't enough for them. Neither is it enough for us. They were 
taking God for granted, you see. They'd lost that "oh wow!" of first love and the need and want 
to do anything they could for their beloved, that is, the Lord. God has warned this church 
directly, through John, that unless they were truly sorry and returned to showing their love for 
God in a more vibrant way, that he, God, would remove their lampstand. That is, he would cause 
their church to die. 

Now, this is not an indictment on any individual Christian in this passage. The truth of the 
matter is that the church at Ephesus did fall. Less than two hundred years later.
 
How do we apply this today? As I wrote before, there is an immediate application to be had by 
today's reader for these writings. Today, we can see this as a warning. If you love God, then you 
need to seek to serve him with all that you have. Share your love with him. Don't take the Lord 
God Almighty for granted. 

To him who obeys, to she who is victorious, God will give a reward. They shall be granted 
permission to live in Paradise. 

We cannot earn our salvation, no. We cannot "make things better" by doing good deeds. But we 
can show our love for God in our work for him. 

Don't let it be said, when you come before your Father in Heaven, that you spent all your days 
taking him for granted. 
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The Accuser 

"It's hopeless. You're such a jerk you can never get it right!" 

"You blew it! You'll never amount to anything!" 

"Remember when you did that? No one would ever like you if they knew about it. Your 
reputation would be in shreds." 

"Love? You don't deserve love. Look how you have lived!" 

"As if you could be worth saving? YOU? Get real. You've done so much bad in your life." 

And the list goes on...does any of it sound familiar? 

Sometimes, we hear such accusations from others, other times the snide remarks are entirely in 
our own heads and hearts. We hear the ugliness in them, but there is truth in the ugliness. We 
have – all of us! – done things we are not proud of and would rather not have published to the 
world at large without due warning and/or permission and/or legal counsel. 

You're not alone. The Accuser is out there. If you are a person of faith, the Accuser wants 
nothing more than to shake your belief in the Love of God. If you are not a person of faith, the 
Accuser wants to keep you captive to the belief that your wrongdoing will keep you from 
accepting God's love for you. 

Many are snared in this falsehood. 

Revelation 2:8-11 (NIV) 
8 "To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: 9 I know your afflictions and your poverty--yet 

you are rich! I know the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue 
of Satan. 10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some 

of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the 
point of death, and I will give you the crown of life. 11 He who has an ear, let him hear what the 

Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second death. 

Many are not hearing of the perfect love of their Creator because the ugly whispering of the 
Accuser is in their ears
. 
In the passage above, "Satan" and the "devil" are words that are translated as the Accuser in 
Greek and Hebrew. Satan is the Deceiver. The Accuser. He is so effective because he takes what 
is true and stretches it to his own purposes. 
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Don't listen to him! This passage warns of persecution, not only for the Christians in Smyrna but 
also for those through the ages. The person who stays true to the Truth, and not a perversion of 
it, will be blessed. "I will give you the crown of life," Christ promises. It is not a conditional verb, 
but a definitive one. 

Physical death is, after all, only transitory. It is spiritual death, the "second death" named above, 
which is eternal, to which the Accuser would like to condemn you. 

Do not be bullied into a spiritual death. You are greatly loved. Don't let anyone – even yourself! 
– tell you otherwise. 
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It's All Good... NOT! 

If Jesus loves me unconditionally, he will forgive me even if I live in sin. 

If God is perfect, then he is perfectly forgiving and it doesn't matter what I do. 

If God made this (insert your favorite sin here) and it's good, then it must be from God. 
And if it's from God, then it must be good to experience whenever I want. 

So long as I ask for forgiveness, I can know that it won't really count if I do something 
wrong. Is it really wrong, anyway? 

If Christ's blood covers everything, it must be covering this and so it's okay to keep 
doing it. God just wants me to be happy and this is making me happy. 

Repeat from yesterday: Any of this sound familiar? 

There are schools of thought out in the world that sound very reasonable, ladies and gentlemen. 
Yet, they do not teach truth. They teach a form of truth, but they extend it so that it satisfies the 
personal wishes and desires of a person, not the requirements of the Lord God Almighty. 

Some trends in current spirituality fall into this category, but in the book of Revelation, the 
general heading they fell under was "the teachings of the Nicolaitans" or "the teaching of Balaam." 
A type of spirituality that is identified by a belief in a god or in God, but that encourages people 
to live for the moment, to please themselves, and to be uncaring as to what God means in the 
term "holy." 

This isn't new. Christ spoke against it, as did other writers of the Bible.

Revelation 2:12-17 
12 "To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: "The One who has the sharp, two-edged 

sword says: 13 I know where you live--where Satan's throne is! And you are holding on to My 
name and did not deny your faith in Me, even in the days of Antipas, My faithful witness, who 
was killed among you, where Satan lives. 14 But I have a few things against you. You have some 
there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to place a stumbling block in front of 
the sons of Israel: to eat meat sacrificed to idols and to commit sexual immorality. 15 In the same 

way, you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 Therefore repent! 
Otherwise, I will come to you quickly and fight against them with the sword of My mouth. 17 
"Anyone who has an ear should listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. I will give the 
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victor some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone, and on the stone a new 
nameis inscribed that no one knows except the one who receives it. 

There was good in the church at Pergamum! There usually is, everywhere. People who say that a 
church or a group of people is entirely bad aren't always seeing the whole picture. Sometimes, 
though, the "good" is mostly in what is NOT done more than what is done. The church above 
remained true to Jesus Christ, not forsaking his name or faith in their salvation. 

But---! There's almost always a "but," isn't there? -- But that isn't enough! In the midst of that 
church, there were those who openly held to false teachings. Why is that a problem? Well, why 
is cancer a problem in an otherwise healthy body? Because a cancer spreads unless it is cut out of 
the body. So, too, does sin spread in a body of believers unless it is cut out or unless the sinful 
part is changed through repentance to become clean again. Like a good dose of spiritual 
chemotherapy. It's hard, it hurts, but it is necessary. 

So why do we need to know this today? Because in each of us, there is something that isn't 
healthy. It may be small, nondestructive, private. But it is still something that God doesn't want 
in our hearts. We need to find it and change it before it weakens our whole spiritual life. If you 
belong to God, then he wants you clean and holy to do the job he has for you. 

In our world, there is much that is wrong. There are behaviors that are wrong. People are greatly 
loved and we should love all people as God does. 

But in this passage we see that the Lord does not tolerate false teaching. He will not tolerate it 
forever in his people. Someday, he will make sure that his will is recognized, even by those who 
do not wish to see it. 

The Lord will not invade your heart without your permission! He wants you to do it out of love 
for him, as he has offered forgiveness out of love for you. 

Don't rationalize your thoughts and behaviors! We want to, but it's wrong. Instead, seek the right 
way, even if it isn't what you want to do. Surgery and chemo aren't "pleasant" but they are 
necessary. So is purging the rationalization from a sinful nature. 
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It's the same thing everywhere.

I have heard people bemoaning this age. I've done it myself. 

"It's all going downhill from here," I've told more than one person. "It's not going to get any better 
before it gets a whole lot worse." 

Now, I have friends who have more faith in people, perhaps, than I do. I do not consider myself 
cynical, but I am a student of history as well as a student of scripture. And I believe it is true 
what The Teacher said in Ecclesiastes: There is nothing new under the sun. (Paraphrase of 
Ecclesiastes 1:9) 

As a former teacher in public schools, I have had to tell the same students the same thing, over 
and over. As a Sunday School teacher, I teach young people the same things year after year. Not 
from the same lessons, certainly, but the same applications, yes. Why? Because every year, the 
kids still need to hear the same truths. The world has changed drastically since I started teaching 
in 1980, but people remain, at heart, the same. 

So it may seem like a reprint to read some of these letters of admonition and encouragement that 
the Lord sends to the Seven Churches in the second and third chapter of Revelation. But there are 
differences. 

Revelation 2:18-29 
18 "To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: "The Son of God, the One whose eyes are like a 

fiery flame, and whose feet are like fine bronze says: 19 I know your works--your love, 
faithfulness, service, and endurance. Your last works are greater than the first. 20 But I have this 

against you: you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and teaches and 
deceives My slaves to commit sexual immorality and to eat meat sacrificed to idols. 21 I gave her 
time to repent, but she does not want to repent of her sexual immorality. 22 Look! I will throw 
her into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they 

repent of her practices. 23 I will kill her children with the plague. Then all the churches will know 
that I am the One who examines minds and hearts, and I will give to each of you according to 

your works. 24 I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who haven't 
known the deep things of Satan--as they say--I do not put any other burden on you. 25 But hold 
on to what you have until I come. 26 The victor and the one who keeps My works to the end: I 
will give him authority over the nations-- 27 and He will shepherd them with an iron scepter; He 
will shatter them like pottery -- just as I have received this from My Father. 28 I will also give 
him the morning star. 29 "Anyone who has an ear should listen to what the Spirit says to the 

churches. 
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Do you ever wonder if God ever gets tired at having to get after his people time and again about 
the same stuff? 

If you have been a parent or watched parents, you will know that the Lord God Almighty, King 
of Heaven and Earth is also ... Dad. Abba. Father. He loves us as a good dad loves his children. 
Which is why he has to repeat himself so very often! 

Some notes on this particular warning from the Lord: 

Jezebel is a name synonymous with persecution and immorality, from the days of Elijah the 
prophet. She was licentious and vindictive. To be equated with such a woman was a grave insult 
and a wake-up call for the church of Thyatira. It is also a wake-up call to anyone who encourages 
others to do what they know to be wrong in God's eyes. 

What would happen? The Lord promises to kill her children with a plague. The word could mean 
the actual biological children of Jezebel, from the time of Elijah, or it could mean anyone she has 
completely brought into her family of licentious behavior. The point of all of this was not so God 
would make sure "they got theirs!" but rather to use them as an example. 

As I do not spank my children without prior warning, so God does not punish so severely 
without giving the wrongdoers time to repent. Are you teaching others to follow a lie? You are 
being called to turn from this path now. Before God has to be more obvious in his object lesson 
for the good of those who would follow you. 

Those who are in the church at Thyatira who are not living wrongly are given but one 
admonition: Keep on keeping on. Hold on! Sometimes, in today's world, we are persecuted as 
Elijah was by Jezebel. Sometimes, God knows it's all we can do to just keep going on in faith, 
waiting to be rescued. 

If you feel persecuted, just hold on! God will reward the faithful, giving them authority to lead in 
the coming times. Your faith will stand you in good stead, if you can only keep it strong in your 
heart. 

Be encouraged. The one who has promised loves you beyond reason, which is why he yells at 
you, why he repeats his wishes over and over and why...when he has to...he will come down on 
you with both feet and kick your backside. I know, because he's done it to me. 

Because he loves me. 
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Hey you! Yes, you! Wake up! 

I am an insomniac. I have been since I was eight years old. Sometimes, this is a drag. Sometimes, 
it's fun because I can have alone time in a dark and quiet place, without familial expectations.
 
And sometimes, it's been helpful. Like the time I stopped a thief from stealing our car. 

This took place when Cyclone (my twelve-year-old son) was a toddler. I was prowling the 
house, as I often do when I am not sleeping, and I saw someone in our car! I turned on the 
kitchen light and opened the door (the car being parked on the drive out in front of our house) 
and... 

The thief was gone, but the car was wide open, both doors. 

You never know when something like that will happen! Sometimes, I am sure that my insomnia 
is nothing less than a "Wake up, Sandi!" call. 

Revelation 3:1-6 (NIV) 
1 "To the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the words of him who holds the seven 

spirits of God and the seven stars. I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but 
you are dead. 2 Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your 

deeds complete in the sight of my God. 3 Remember, therefore, what you have received and 
heard; obey it, and repent. But if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not 

know at what time I will come to you. 4 Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled 
their clothes. They will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy. 5 He who 

overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out his name from the book of 
life, but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his angels. 6 He who has an ear, let him 

hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

The church in Sardis had a great reputation. Ever been to a church that had a great reputation? 
Stellar programs! Awesome choir! And wow, have you seen their softball teams??? Sardis was 
like that. But, inside where it really counted, they were spiritually dead. 

God gives them a wake up call, here in this passage. 

He explicitly states that if the church doesn't become more alert -- wake up! -- and strengthen 
what they have going for them, they will be unpleasantly surprised when Jesus comes for them! 

Are you ready? Christ says more than once that when he comes again, it will be at a time not 
expected. "Like a thief in the night" is a phrase that has slipped out of the Bible and into society. 
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People know what that means...especially if you, like me, have stopped a burglary in the middle 
of the night! 

Not everyone is asleep. Some are alert and ready, with clothing that is not soiled. That means 
that they are ready to be used in holy service. Something that is prepared for them to do. Those 
who are ready to serve, who are holy -- set apart for that purpose -- will walk with the Lord at 
the appointed time. Their names, like all names of those who have clung to the Lord, will be 
written in the Book of Life and they will be personally acknowledged by Christ before God in 
heaven. 

How awesome is that? 

But if you are asleep, if you are not unsoiled, if you have not kept yourself ready for that 
purpose for which you were created... He might come when you aren't ready. The surprise will 
not be pleasant. 

I've been asleep, before. I have been awakened, too. If insomnia means I am reminded to always 
keep spiritually alert, it's a small price to pay. The Lord sends the strangest object lessons... 
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A Pat on the Back or a Promise of Freedom? 

It's always a good thing to hear someone in authority say, "Good job!" If you ever got a quiet, 
"Nice work, there," from a parent, teacher, or employer, you know the feeling. When the said 
authority figure isn't trying to angle for something, brace you for a reprimand, or pave the way 
for something else. Just a nice, "You've done well." 

This is especially appreciated on those rare occasions when times have been tough, siblings were 
annoying, work was stressful, or exams were a nightmare. 

God knows how that feels. There was a church in the city of Philadelphia that wasn't much, 
maybe, but they got a pat on the back by their Lord, who sees everything. 

Revelation 3:7-13 
7 "To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: "The Holy One, the True One, the One who 
has the key of David, who opens and no one will close, and closes and no one opens says: 8 I 

know your works. Because you have limited strength, have kept My word, and have not denied 
My name, look, I have placed before you an open door that no one is able to close. 9 Take note! I 

will make those from the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews and are not, but are lying-- 
note this--I will make them come and bow down at your feet, and they will know that I have 
loved you. 10 Because you have kept My command to endure, I will also keep you from the 

hour of testing that is going to come over the whole world to test those who live on the earth. 11 
I am coming quickly. Hold on to what you have, so that no one takes your crown. 12 The victor: 
I will make him a pillar in the sanctuary of My God, and he will never go out again. I will write 
on him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God--the new Jerusalem, which 

comes down out of heaven from My God--and My new name. 13 "Anyone who has an ear 
should listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. 

I want to focus on something God promises this church in this passage. 

The Lord promises that because this church has endured, stuck it out, held on in the face of 
adversity, he, God, will keep them from the time of testing that will come over the whole earth. 

Some see this promise as one to us, today, in terms of saying that "if we're good," God will make 
things easy for us. That isn't necessarily so. Many awesome, faithful people are put in harm's 
way daily. 

Part of the problem is the word used here: test. In Greek, it's transliterated to peirasmos. This 
isn't a word that refers to any final testing of the world, in and of itself. It can mean a trial. A 
short term trial, a proving experiment. Something done to make sure something works the way it 
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should. Of course, the church in Philadelphia had proven they could do so, so such a trial would 
be superfluous, for the Lord. 

This word also means temptation. It is the word used when Christ was tempted in the desert at 
the beginning of his ministry. An affliction, too, is another meaning for this word. 

Those who, today, are faithful, even if they feel that they have little strength (v.8), should know 
that the Lord gives them a "Well done!" And though they are not promised a stress-free life, they 
are promised a freedom from a great, worldwide temptation. 

I am not bragging, here. Please understand I do not sit on a righteous karaoke player and say, 
"Look! I've been freed from a big temptation!" But I personally can say that, for me, this has 
been a true thing. Not that I'm any better than anyone, but I was blessed not to be tempted by 
much that is rampant in the world in terms of tempting addictions and behaviors. Drugs? Never 
even offered to me. Alcohol? Heh, I get sick, can't even think about even getting a buzz. 

I won't discuss chocolate, though, okay? 

Am I weak? Compared to God Almighty, for sure! But I can see the faithfulness of this promise 
to me in my life. 

I do not believe, though, that these verses promise freedom from worldwide oppression for those 
who claim Christ. I just believe that God will put a damper on things for those who are faithful, 
when things heat up all over the world. 

Am I a prophet? No. I am not. I am just a teacher. That's job enough for me. And if, someday, I 
can get a quiet, "Well done," from my Boss... That'll be MORE than enough for me! 
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"I've got a secret..." 

Have you ever tried to keep something a secret? Not like a surprise-party secret, but something 
you've done that you don't want anyone to know about? Maybe you stole something. Maybe 
you started a rumor. Maybe you dented a car in a parking lot. Maybe you sneaked into the 
theater without paying. 

Maybe you ran someone over with a car and sped away. 

Have you ever tried to keep something a secret and succeeded? Sometimes, we can feel pretty 
smug about it. We go about, looking pretty good, but we have theft, illegal drug use, adultery, 
violence...lurking under the surface-smile we show others. Sure, we look clean to everyone. 

But God sees everything. With God, there are no secrets. 

Revelation 3:14-22 
14 "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: "The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the 
Originator of God's creation says: 15 I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I 

wish that you were cold or hot. 16 So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I am 
going to vomit you out of My mouth. 17 Because you say, 'I'm rich; I have become wealthy, and 

need nothing,' and you don't know that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked, 18 I 
advise you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire so that you may be rich, and white clothes so 
that you may be dressed and your shameful nakedness not be exposed, and ointment to spread 

on your eyes so that you may see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and discipline. So be 
committed and repent. 20 Listen! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and 

opens the door, I will come in to him and have dinner with him, and he with Me. 21 The victor: I 
will give him the right to sit with Me on My throne, just as I also won the victory and sat down 
with My Father on His throne. 22 "Anyone who has an ear should listen to what the Spirit says 

to the churches." 

In this letter to the church at Laodicea, the Lord really lets 'em have it. He says, in essence: 

You make me want to puke! You're insipid in your deeds! You lie, even to yourselves! You're 
naked and pitiful in the most shameful way for you have refused the clothing I have provided for 
you and the remedies I have for you. 

Does this mean the Lord doesn't love the people in this church? Of course not! He's angry with 
them, though, because they have not lived in the way he would have wished and have brought 
him shame. 
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Have you ever been ashamed of someone? 

But here, we see the Lord's heart: "Those whom I love, I rebuke." Which means, of course, that 
he loves those people, because he is chewing them out. And he loves YOU, because he's kicking 
your backside, maybe, or making you uncomfortable. 

Are you acquainted with him? He's standing at the door, he says, knocking. Note, please, that the 
Lord does not say here that he is barging his way into your life to clean it up for you. He is not 
going to do that. He wants you to begin, you see. He has asked to be invited inside to give you 
the eyes to see your nakedness, the clear sight to see where you are lacking. 

He sees it all; there are no secrets. And he loves you anyway. 

If you have an ear, if you have eyes, read and comprehend what he is telling you. He loves you 
just the way you are but he loves you too much to let you STAY that way. 

The Book of Revelation
Study and Devotional Guide

21



"After this..." 

The Book of Revelation is apocalyptic, as I've said before. It is filled with symbols and numbers 
and visions. The temptation for some has been to infuse every phrase with deep, eternal meaning. 
Sometimes, though, even in apocalyptic literature, throughout the ages, words are used in their 
most basic manner. 

Revelation 4:1 
1 After this I looked, and there in heaven was an open door. The first voice that I had 

heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, "Come up here, and I will show you what must 
take place after this." 

I won't be copying all of the text here, but I encourage you to read the rest of the chapter. 

"After this" is used twice in this one verse. Many have taken this to be deeply symbolic and an 
indicator of a "catching up" of the believers on the earth. This is what is commonly called The 
Rapture. Many who adhere to this teaching say that "after this" means "after the age of the 
churches" because "church" isn't used again in the Book of Revelation. 

I have to disagree. I think that "after this," used here simply means... "And the next thing that 
happened..." or "when this part is finished, then..." 

My reasoning for this is that in the belief of the Great Catching Up of believers that Paul speaks 
of in his first letter to the Thessalonians is not taking place at the time that John is currently 
"seeing" in his vision. 

Paul says this: 
Then we who are still alive will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 

the air; and so we will always be with the Lord. (I Thessalonians 4:17)
 
And I believe it is true, for it is Scripture. But that doesn't mean that that particular verse is 
supposed to be equated to the "after this" of Revelation chapter four. See, at the time Paul wrote 
that letter, his thought was that Christ's return was to be immediate. By his later letters, it is 
evident that he had come to the realization that Jesus was not returning immediately, and so 
believers were to wait and work and pray, living and dying in the order of life. 

Back to this book. John was taking dictation from the Lord (now there's a job!) and when he was 
done, he simply meant, "When I finished this, I looked and saw a door." And then a resounding 
voice, triumphant and forceful, like a trumpet, told him to come up, and see what would happen 
NEXT. 
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Nowhere does the Lord of Heaven and Earth say, "Come and watch The Harvest of Man," or 
"Come and see My People." He merely says, "Come and see what'll happen next in this sequence 
of events." 

For there is to be a sequence. And chapters four and five of the Book of Revelation are merely a 
staging room, a prelude to what is to come. Introducing the Lamb of God in his proper place.
 
This is a work of literature. Inspired by God, yes, but written as literature. God is orderly, 
rational, visual in his illustrations, so he has planned the end of this story by the time the 
beginning was set in motion. Can you see his work in progress? 

There will be more. "After this..." 
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Seven isn't just the name of a scary movie.
 
Symbols abound in the Book of Revelation. Beautiful images, frightening concepts. Some of these 
latter are due to the fact that John was trying to explain and describe things that he had no words 
for, so he did the best he could. (Have you heard of the Navajo Code from WWII and Korea? 
Bees and fish and birds? John was just doing the best with what he had.) 

One of the most predominant symbols in this book is the number seven. It comes up all the time. 
Seven churches. Seven spirits of God, or the sevenfold Spirit of God. Seven lamps. Seven 
lampstands. Seven seals, seven trumpets, seven bowls. 

Seven is a big number. 

From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings, and thunder. Burning before the throne 
were seven fiery torches, which are the seven spirits of God. ... (Revelation 4:5) 

There is a reason it is so prevalent in this apocalyptic book. Seven represents completion. 
Perfection. The sense of "it's all done and it's all good." This has been the case since the book of 
Genesis. Whenever you see this number in Revelation, you can know that it is representing the 
best or final word on the subject. Keep that in mind over the coming days. 

Also in this prelude-to-completion chapter, we see other strange things. (Rev. 4:6-10) Ezekiel 
saw them, first (Ezekiel 1:6). Creatures that surround the throne as an imposing honor guard. 
Over the passage of time, many have tried to give concrete, earthly identities to these beings, but 
I believe they are another form of created heavenly servant. 

And the last group mentioned in this chapter is the one of the elders. There are, John counts. 
twenty-four of them. Some hold that the number is a multiple of three, which is widely regarded 
as another holy number. Or that it is twelve, twice, symbolizing the twelve tribes of Israel and 
the twelve apostles. 

After due study, I have come to a belief that these elders are possibly respected elders of the 
nation of Israel, or a group of created beings, like angels, whose job it is to sing God's praises 
continually. 

For us, what is the meaning? I think it is to show us that the Lord has planned everything. He 
knows how the story will end. We should not be afraid, but should, rather, praise him 
continually, for he has made provision for each one of us. Because...always because...he loves us.
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God, the Almighty, who was, who is, and who is coming. 
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Our Lord and God, You are worthy to receive glory and honor and power, because You have 
created all things, and because of Your will they exist and were created. 
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Both Lion and Lamb 

Is there anyone among us who bears only one name/title/position in life? Anyone? Cyclone, my 
elder son, is known by his name or nickname here in the house. Those who knew him best when 
he was a baby call him something else, at times. He has titles he has given himself (that somehow 
always wind up reflecting his outrageous and vibrant imagination). Still, at the end of the day, he 
is my son. All else, and still, my son. 

I wear many hats myself, and each comes with its own name. I am Mom, Wife, Daughter, Sister. 
I am Teacher, Writer, Editor, Reader. I have been Director, MC, Singer, Actor. I have 
coordinated, orchestrated and yes, even obfuscated for different reasons and causes. *smile* 

More than anyone else, though, the Son of God has many, many names. Wonderful Counselor, 
Son of Man, King of Kings. 

Lion of Judah. Lamb of God. 

Revelation 5:5-7 
5 Then one of the elders said to me, "Stop crying. Look! The Lion from the tribe of Judah, the 

Root of David, has been victorious so that He may open the scroll and its seven seals." 
6 Then I saw one like a slaughtered lamb standing between the throne and the four living creatures 

and among the elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God 
sent into all the earth. 7 He came and took the scroll out of the right hand of the One seated on 

the throne. 

In this chapter, the readers of this book are introduced the first Scroll of Judgment. But even 
more importantly, we see that Christ is both the Lion of Judah, spoken of in Genesis 49:8&9, 
and the sacrificed Lamb who was slaughtered in perfect, eternal atonement for the sins of the 
world. 

John had been spiritually transported in his vision to Heaven, if you'll remember. He was in the 
throne room of God. He had seen unusual creatures, heard praises to the Almighty, and still there 
was more to come. Just before the verses above, he had seen a scroll brought into the room, but 
no one there was found worthy to open this scroll among the elders and winged creatures 
present. John's sorrow was extreme, and he wept in his vision. This gives the reader the impact 
of how vitally important it is that this scroll be opened at all. It is a huge, huge deal! 

At last, though, John is told to look, for there was indeed someone worthy, and that Someone 
was coming. 
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The Lion of Judah was said to be a king, who would hold a scepter and never let it go. Who 
would guard his people and be strongly vigilant. He was prophesied from the earliest times. 

The Lamb we see above who takes the scroll doesn't at first seem to be this Person. Yet...He is. 
The Lamb shows marks of being slaughtered, as evidence that he has surely paid the price 
necessary to take the scroll and open it. We see that this is the same Lamb offered up as a sin 
offering. Pure, perfect, and worthy. 

Yet, this lamb has horns. Seven of them, to represent the completion and perfection of God's 
redemption through this sacrifice. This Lamb was unafraid to take the scroll from the One seated 
on the throne. He was not a timid creature, this Lamb, though we conventionally think of lambs 
as timid and helpless. 

verses 11 -14 (RSV) 
 11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice 

of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a 
loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 
might and honor and glory and blessing!" 13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth and in the sea, and all therein, saying, "To him who sits upon the throne and 
to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might for ever and ever!" 14 And the four living 

creatures said, "Amen!" and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

This Lamb is a Lion. 

Someday, maybe sooner than most would anticipate, everyone will see Him. 
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Read the Warning Label 

When people study the Book of Revelation, they often forget the first five chapters and delve 
right into chapter six, because that's "where it gets interesting." Like skipping ahead on the scene 
list on your DVD or something. "Oh, skip the stuff about the churches and all those people just 
worshiping the lamb! Let's get to the scary stuff!" 

So here we are, in chapter six. The beginning of what many people debate over, what books have 
been written about, what churches have divided over, and where some have even questioned God 
himself. It's that significant. 

But first, a note on seals on ancient documents. 

There are a couple of thoughts on this one. One thought is that multiple seals (there are seven, on 
the scroll mentioned here) were placed in a row, to a) show the document's importance and b) to 
safeguard it from opening should one of the seals crack. 

Another thought is that the seals were embedded within the scroll. I have no image of this, but it 
would be something like breaking the first seal and unrolling the scroll a ways, then breaking the 
second and unrolling it further, and so on. A bit bulky, but this would also have its uses. 

We don't know for sure what kind was used on the scroll of Revelation 6. But we can see that 
something happens with each opening! 

Oh, and one more word on "the interesting stuff." Please do not take for granted that all of the 
events herein happen in linear order. Remember that John was writing and explaining as best he 
could, in good apocalyptic tradition. I will be teaching in the order it is all written in the book, but 
there are good arguments out there that show how the Seals, Trumpets, and Bowls can occur 
concurrently at times. Just a note for those who are interested in these things. 

~*~ ~*~ ~*~ 

The Lamb takes the scroll, we read in chapter five. Here, he starts opening the seven seals upon 
it. And the creatures around the throne, all four of them, each take a turn in calling forth one of 
the riders at a time. 

The first four seals are fairly straightforward, even for today's reader. In the order of their 
appearance, we see a white horse and his rider, a fiery red one, and his rider, a black horse and his 
rider, and then a pale horse, whose rider is Death. 
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We know these riders. They are conquest, war, famine, and death, and all the atrocities that go 
with the lust for conquering and dominance. 

How bad will it be, when these Horsemen are released by the broken seals of the scroll? Well, the 
famine will be severe. Prices on meagerly available food will rise up to ten times what is normally 
paid, according to scripture: 

Revelation 6:6 
Then I heard something like a voice among the four living creatures say, "A quart of wheat for a 
denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius--but do not harm the olive oil and the wine." 

But that is not all. 

Revelation 6:8 
8 And I looked, and there was a pale horse. The horseman on it was named Death, and Hades 
was following after him. Authority was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill by the 

sword, by famine, by plague, and by the wild animals of the earth. 

The destruction seen by John, here, is staggering. Devastating. Some interpretations of this say 
that this speaks to the ravages of war throughout the history of man. This could be true, for the 
book of Revelation was written for churches in a time of persecution (under the reign of Emperor 
Domitian) as well as all the ages of people since that time. 

But I believe it also speaks to the future. We are being taught that there will be death and famine, 
and food will be scarce. Where I live, we are reminded every year to "stock up" against storm 
season. Water, food, batteries, an evacuation plan. It's sensible to be prepared. 

Perhaps it is passages of scripture like this one that remind us to be thinking ahead. We do not 
know God's plan in its entirety, but a wise man does read and take heed of the warnings, even on 
a bottle of Tylenol. 

Can we do less with the Word of God? 
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He knows what he's doing.

When I write a book or story, I do not write blindly. I have to know where I'm ending before I 
finish the beginning, because writing a random tale doesn't work for my plotting mind. 

When the Lord God Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth, began his creation, he did so 
knowing the end of the story. He knew every possible permutation of every possible act of free 
will of all the people that would ever be born on Earth. He is NOT confined to linear thought. He 
is NOT confined to a small perspective. He is GOD and because of this, there are no surprises 
for him. 

That doesn't mean he isn't grieved or angered when things happen that result from people 
exercising their own will instead of seeking his. He has let his people choose whom they will 
serve. 

Sometimes, his most faithful servants pay the ultimate price for their devotion. We call them 
martyrs. 

Revelation 6:9-11 
9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those slaughtered because of 
God's word and the testimony they had. 10 They cried out with a loud voice: "O Lord, holy and 
true, how long until You judge and avenge our blood from those who live on the earth?" 11 So a 
white robe was given to each of them, and they were told to rest a little while longer until the 
number of their fellow slaves and their brothers, who were going to be killed just as they had 

been, would be completed. 

Here we are at the fifth of the seven seals, opened by the Lamb of God. The first four revealed 
what we have come to call The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse. Very dramatic! All of the 
earth will be affected by them. 

This fifth seal is a much more restricted one. The opening of this one directs John's vision to an 
altar. An altar is where sacrifices are performed in many religious organizations, so the image 
would have been familiar to all of John's contemporaries. Under this altar are the "souls of the 
slaughtered" who had lost their lives specifically because of their testimony concerning Christ. It 
is interesting to me to see that these souls are here in Heaven already, when others who have died 
have not yet been seen in Heaven at this point in the vision. 

They are in Heaven, yes, but they are apparently in a limited sphere. And they are crying out for 
vengeance, for the Lord God has promised vengeance against those who would slaughter those 
because of the Name. This promise of vengeance extends back into the promises made in 
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Deuteronomy: "...he will avenge the blood of his servants..." 

Yet, it wasn't time, for the Lord had a whole epic that he had planned, and it wasn't finished. Not 
at the time of the opening of the fifth seal. 

When were these martyrs killed? Are they men and women who have died over the millennia? Or 
will they be casualties of this special time of John's vision? We don't know. All we do know is 
that God has a plan...and he WILL carry it out. 

The Creator God has not set up a random world. His power holds molecules together where they 
should burst apart. His voice calls the butterfly from a chrysalis. His will has called people back 
from the dead. His love forgives all who ask of him. He is not a God of chance encounters. 

Those who trust him, those who have placed themselves in his hand, can rest assured that there 
is a plan and that it does make sense. He knows what he's doing for the whole universe; trust him 
to know what he has planned in the brief span of your life. 

The ultimate ending, for the faithful, will be a happy one. 
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This is the Emergency Alert System 

When the world around us behaves abnormally, people tend to freak out. "Abnormal" means 
something different everywhere, of course. Where I lived in SoCal, when it rained -- a whopping 
notch above "drizzle" -- no one knew how to drive. (Yes, I'm using hyperbolic overstatement.) 
You could generally tell a Native Californian though, because an earthquake that measured less 
than, say, 4.5 on the Richter scale wasn't really worthy of note. Except to say, with perfect 
nonchalance, "Oh, was that what that was?"
 
In Arizona, temperatures above 100 in July are the norm, and the locals there shrug them off and 
have oven mitts in their cars to protect their hands when they drive. (I'm kidding. Maybe.) In 
Florida, should it ever perchance snow again (yes, it has happened), I cannot imagine how the 
locals would handle it. Prep their generators? Dance in the streets? Crash on the I-75? 

And all of these are events that happen just in the course of nature. 

When a Big Storm occurs, people start seeking the Divine. They blame God or point to the Lord 
and say that yes, that WAS God's doing for whatever purpose the Lord of All decided. 

But there have been times when events have occurred on and below the surface of our planet that 
have obviously not been "natural." We call these events "supernatural" for there is no reasonable 
explanation in nature. 

Revelation 6:12-17 (RSV) 
12 When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake; and the sun 
became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, 13 and the stars of the sky fell to the 
earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale; 14 the sky vanished like a scroll 
that is rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. 15 Then the kings of 
the earth and the great men and the generals and the rich and the strong, and every one, slave and 

free, hid in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, 16 calling to the mountains and 
rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the 

wrath of the Lamb; 17 for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand before it?" 

In one of those "possibly concurrent with another judgment (trumpet or bowl) seals," we read 
here of a series of events that will be conclusively supernatural. A huge earthquake. I am thinking 
it will be vastly more powerful than the Californian Standard. Perhaps in the 9.0 - 10 range? Or 
greater, even, than our scales can measure. Something no building is coded for, anywhere. The 
sun, the verses say, will be black as sackcloth. It will, in essence turn dark. Forever? For a while? 
Longer than a total eclipse, I'm sure, and for an undisclosed duration. In that darkness, the light of 
the moon will not be true, of course. It will only have a dim reflection, seeming red as blood to 
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those that see it. And all those stars in the sky will not add light for long, either, since they will 
fall. I am thinking a meteor shower that will terrify, not amuse. 

And if that isn't going to be enough for those who see it, the sky will then appear to separate and 
the upheaval of the earth will be so complete that mountains and islands will no longer be where 
they had been. 

Does it all sound a little farfetched? Remember, this is a vision. John is seeing what he is seeing 
and trying to explain what he sees as best he can. Clearly, though, there is enough upheaval in 
nature that no one will be able to brush it off as "just one of those things." Not even a Native 
Californian. Rulers of the world, the oppressed in outland areas, all will completely freak out. 
They'll run and try to hide from the face of God and from his wrath. They'll know, then, what it 
is we read here. 

There will be no mistake. 

But will it change their hearts? Would it change yours? What does the average person require 
before they will see the Hand of God in the world? For some, it is tears in the eyes of someone 
beloved. For others, it is hearing something new from an unexpected source. Still others might 
have heard of God all their lives, but it takes one earth shattering event to convince them. 

Have you been convinced of God's hand on the world? You will be, someday. But will it be in 
time? 

The Lord loves you. Deeply and passionately. What he wants is your love in return. Before he 
has to "get ugly" about it. But the day will come when he will show his deepest anger. 

"The great day of wrath" will come. "Who will be able to stand?" 
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"The 144,000" is not a TV show 

A long, long time ago, the Lord Almighty set apart a people to be his children. Eventually, they 
were categorized by birth into twelve groups. (Yes, that is zipping over a LOT of history in a 
phrase, but I'm not teaching from the Book of Genesis at this time.) We call them the Tribes of 
Israel. Over time, the Lord never, ever disowned his people, though he let them be chastised by 
others in penalty for their disobedience (see, for example, the Book of Judges). The Jewish nation 
has been exiled, scattered, gathered, filtered, and beaten down, yet they are still God's Chosen 
People. 

He is faithful! 

Just in case anyone had forgotten that -- something that people, sadly, do!-- the Lord made sure 
that this was pointed out in this, the Revelation of himself that he shows to John. 

Revelation 7:1-8 
1 After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, restraining the four winds 
of the earth so that no wind could blow on the earth or on the sea or on any tree. 2 Then I saw 
another angel rise up from the east, who had the seal of the living God. He cried out in a loud 

voice to the four angels who were empowered to harm the earth and the sea: 3 "Don't harm the 
earth or the sea or the trees until we seal the slaves of our God on their foreheads." 4 And I heard 

the number of those who were sealed: 144,000 sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel 

This is another instance of an out-of-sequence narrative portion. The Book of Revelation follows 
a pattern. Six seals, an interlude, the seventh seal. Six trumpets, an interlude, the seventh trumpet. 
This is planned. 

In this passage above, we get quite a few definitive details. 

To begin with, the sky (that we had seen get torn apart in chapter six) is no longer in such a state, 
leading me to believe that yes, these revelations (small "r") are out of sequence from how they 
will eventually be brought forth. The earth has not, here, yet been disturbed, either. 
You see, in all the upheaval, many will be, to put it mildly, adversely affected. However, the 
Lord has made it clear that his chosen people -- at the number of 144,000, which is a precise 
number -- are to be sealed first, and marked out for preservation from much that is to come. 
These 144,000 are mentioned again, as you will see as we continue on in coming days. 

I am not at all certain of how the Lord will choose these people. His choices, though, are eternally 
just. He has a set of criteria, I am sure, that he will use. His standards of old have included 
adherence to the Scriptures, worshiping him and no other, and not defiling themselves with 
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foreign ways and people. What will the Lord's standards be for this sealing? Some have made 
speculation, but for me, I can only say that here is where God sets them apart, for that is what 
Scripture shows. 

Some religious groups put forth that this number is the exact number of all who will live in 
Heaven. I don't believe that, for we will be reading further of uncounted multitudes before the 
Lamb of God. Some scholars say that this number is merely symbolic of a great, divine 
harvesting. I don't believe that, either, for elsewhere in this book, we will read of a great 
harvesting, and the number 144,000 isn't there, as these people will already be sealed. 

The Jewish people have kept tradition and the Law for millennia. I believe that the remnant, 
spoken of in many contexts in the Old Testament especially, will be represented here, and will be 
saved. They are special, they will have a special place, as God's people have always done. 

I'm a gentile! What does this passage mean to me? 

Well, for me, I am reassured. The Lord God claims those he loves. He protects and preserves and 
defends us, not forgetting us even after a time of apparent silence in our lives. I am a gentile, only 
grafted into God's family by invitation and grace, so I honor his Chosen and honor Jehovah Jirah, 
my God who has provided for all of us. 

I am greatly loved by my Savior, the Son of God. He has invited me to be part of God's family, 
though I am not of any of the Tribes of Israel. It is a privilege that I acknowledge gratefully. So 
can you. 
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Survivor: Tribulation 

Sometimes, Hollywood jokes about it. 

You have, perhaps, seen a movie scene in which someone goes through a tremendous trial, a 
hugely frightening ordeal, in the air or on the sea. A place where they were kind of trapped, away 
from land and home. Then, they reach land, touch down on solid ground, and they weep, kneeling 
to kiss the earth, as if to greet a beloved friend or relative. 

It's an emotional coming-home for these people. I am sure that this is not an uncommon feeling, 
even if not too many of us will actually caress the earth in relief. That intense thanksgiving for 
being safe is universal. 

It is also eternal. 

Revelation 7:9-17 
9 After this I looked, and there was a vast multitude from every nation, tribe, people, and 

language, which no one could number, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were 
robed in white with palm branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud voice: Salvation 
belongs to our God, who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb! 11 All the angels stood around 
the throne, the elders, and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne 

and worshiped God, 12 saying: Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and 
honor and power and strength, be to our God forever and ever. Amen. 

13 Then one of the elders asked me, "Who are these people robed in white, and where did they 
come from?" 14 I said to him, "Sir, you know." Then he told me: These are the ones coming out 
of the great tribulation. They washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, and they serve Him day and night in His 
sanctuary. The One seated on the throne will shelter them: 16 no longer will they hunger; no 

longer will they thirst; no longer will the sun strike them, or any heat. 17 Because the Lamb who 
is at the center of the throne will shepherd them; He will guide them to springs of living waters, 

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. 

Now, this is not Hollywood. It's Heaven! This scene, this whole book!, is dramatic, which is one 
reason the Book of Revelation has continued to fascinate people for almost two thousand years.
 
John sees, in this segment, a vast multitude. In contrast with the 144,000 people sealed from the 
Tribes of Israel, these people are specifically stated to be "from every nation, tribe, people, and 
language, which no one could number." Their robes are white, indicating their purity and 
cleanliness before the Throne and the Lamb. They are waving palm branches as an indicator that, 
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for them, this is a festive time. 

We read that all these people did fall down in worship. They had come home, at last, out of a 
great trial, the Scripture says above. They have come, one of the elders says, out of "the great 
tribulation." 

This is another way we can see that the events portrayed herein are out of actual sequence. These 
robed celebrants have come from the great tribulation. Now, at this point in John's narrative, that 
hasn't even happened yet. They have "come out of" this tribulation. They were not delivered 
before it. They were delivered from out of it. That meant they were IN it to begin with. 

Their joy and relief are great! 

The scripture says that they will never again hunger, thirst, or be under any scorching heat. That 
leads a reader to believe that all of them must have come through a time when they were hungry 
and thirsty and had suffered the "sun to beat upon them." I have to think that must have been 
some seriously hot weather. I have lived in the desert, I've been to Death Valley, and I have felt 
heavy, high-pressured atmospheric heat. I don't think this is what these people have come out 
from. 

All of these things are prophesied to happen in the time of great tribulation. 

The encouraging thing to read is that they did indeed COME OUT from this time. How? We do 
not know. Death? A "great catching up" of believers? Scripture doesn't say. What it does say is 
that God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. So no matter how hard it was for these 
people, it will be hard no longer, for they are under the care of the Lord. 

And it will be a joyous homecoming. 
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You could have heard a pin drop 

It's the calm before the storm. 

You likely know that feeling. It could be that you have, most literally, stood outside before a 
powerful storm. You watched the clouds gather, felt the pressure of the air intensify. Sometimes, 
even the birds get quiet. 

Or you could have been in the area just before a big conflict erupted between people. There is 
that signature stillness. Muscles tighten, breath is held, eyes narrow and focus as the wheels of 
the minds in the room turn. Are we going to say this? Are we going to do that? What will they 
say/do in response? Are we ready for this? 

That, in common terminology is perhaps best expressed like this: You could have heard a pin 
drop.
 

Revelation 8:1 
When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 

Even in Heaven, this will be. 

When the Lamb of God opens that last seal on the scroll that only he can open, stillness will 
descend even before the Throne. How profound is that? Just thinking about it blows me away. 
The creatures that constantly give praise to God around his Throne will be silenced. The elders 
will not speak. Not a sound will be heard. 

The building up of pressure, I am guessing, will be phenomenal. For good reason! 

verses 5 & 6 
5 The angel took the incense burner, filled it with fire from the altar, and hurled it to the earth; 
there were thunders, rumblings, lightnings, and an earthquake. 6 And the seven angels who had 

the seven trumpets prepared to blow them. 

There is a time of prayer, here. I think we should all hold this as a standard. "Pray before you 
act." Never a bad idea, is it? The prayers of God's people are offered up to the Lord and then... 
The angel instigates a great storm. Whenever we read of thunders and storms in Scripture, we can 
see a relative "calm" before the "storm" of the Lord's action. Usually, an angry action. Here, we 
see that the seven angels with their seven trumpets are lined up, ready to call forth judgment 
upon the Earth. 

Silence. Storm. Sentencing. For it will be a sentence on the people of the planet, understand that. 
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Are we ready to face it? 

Listen to the silences in your heart. Listen to the stillness of the world around you. We are living 
in a time of great turmoil, and it might be hard to find those still places. The place where we 
should take a moment and consider what we will say and do – for there are consequences to all 
actions and words can never be taken back. 

And watch, for the Lord will be moving shortly. How? When? I can't say. I'm just a teacher. But 
he will move. Count on it. 
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Can you hear me, now? 

First, you ask them for what you want. Whether it is a child, parent, coworker, employee. You 
ask. Nicely. If you are in a position of authority, you might use The Voice or The Look as you 
ask. 

If you're not heeded, you might ask more loudly. "Hey! Could you PLEASE do this?" 

If you are in a position of authority, you have the right to do so . You might even yell, if the 
person who is supposed to obey is recalcitrant. What you're trying to do is to get their attention 
and impress upon them the importance of your request. 

If none of that works, you might have to break out the biggie: Do you KNOW whom you're 
dealing with? 

And...when all else fails...you might have to kick some backside. 

Revelation 8:7-12 (RSV) 
7 The first angel blew his trumpet, and there followed hail and fire, mixed with blood, which fell 
on the earth; and a third of the earth was burnt up, and a third of the trees were burnt up, and all 

green grass was burnt up. 8 The second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great 
mountain, burning with fire, was thrown into the sea; 9 and a third of the sea became blood, a 

third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed. 10 The third 
angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, blazing like a torch, and it fell on a third 
of the rivers and on the fountains of water. 11 The name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the 
waters became wormwood, and many men died of the water, because it was made bitter. 12 The 
fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, and a third of the moon, and a 
third of the stars, so that a third of their light was darkened; a third of the day was kept from 

shining, and likewise a third of the night. 

The Lord God Almighty, in the sounding of the trumpets, is further endeavoring to get the 
attention of the people of Earth, here in this passage and following. He tried asking nicely. "See 
this tree? Don't eat its fruit. Anything else, chow down, but not this one, okay?" 

And later, "Love the Lord your God with everything you have, and love your neighbor as 
yourself." 

But...sadly...people are recalcitrant. So, God has had to break out the big guns, occasionally. 

Once, he sent a flood, but he promised never to do that again, on such a huge scale. And he hasn't. 
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He has sent prophets, he has sent plagues, he has allowed people to see the beauty and majesty 
of all that he created, so that we – his creation – could appreciate him and get to know him better.
 
He's tried being nice. He's had to yell, too. 

And in this passage, God begins to make very, very sure that his message is getting across. Heed 
me. OR ELSE. 

And there is always someone who quips, "Or else...what?" Here is where the Lord answers that.
 
Fire and hail. Blood. One third of all vegetation burned. Ships destroyed at sea. Water so bitter it 
sickens and kills people all over the world. Available light cut down by a third. Think of the 
havoc that will wreak on all the solar-powered gadgets of the globe. 

I do not believe that these are metaphors. I believe, again, that John wrote as he saw. These 
images are stark, basic, and non-mysterious. They just ARE. It is one way, I believe, of the Lord 
God calling out: Can you hear Me, now? 

But people won't hear. Not everyone, anyway. Some will continue doing what they do, just as 
soon as they come out of hiding. Why? Because they'll "explain it away." They'll figure what is 
happening cannot be God. It has to be something else. Someone's fault. 

Revelation 8:13 
13 I looked, and I heard an eagle, flying in mid-heaven, saying in a loud voice, "Woe! Woe! Woe 
to those who live on the earth, because of the remaining trumpet blasts that the three angels are 

about to sound!" 

We don't know who sees this eagle, apart from John and anyone he is with at the time of this 
vision. Will the voice be heard on Earth or only in Heaven? By everyone or just those who are 
listening for it? 

It is a klaxon, warning of further catastrophe. God will not be ignored. 
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"Woe is me" is not just a saying.

Many people have hurt so much, been in such great pain, that they just wanted to die. Some have 
even taken their own lives, as the alternative was beyond what they thought they could manage. 

Can you imagine not being able to die? Even if you tried desperately to do so?
 
Four out of seven trumpets have sounded, heralding a horrid time of fire and darkness and terror. 
John, watching these visions, was undoubtedly frightened at what he saw. But still, he records 
what is shown to him, not flinching from his task. 

He sees, he says in Revelation 9, a star fall from the sky with a key to open the Abyss. The 
Greek term is "very deep" or "bottomless." The classic "bottomless pit," we might say. But this 
is not a big empty space. 

Revelation 9:2&3 (HCSB) 
2 He opened the shaft of the abyss, and smoke came up out of the shaft like smoke from a great 
furnace so that the sun and the air were darkened by the smoke from the shaft. 3 Then out of the 

smoke locusts came to the earth, and power was given to them like the power that scorpions 
have on the earth. 

These creatures had been there, waiting for who knows how long, angry and avid to destroy. 
These were not just any locusts, either. They were designed for a purpose, with the tails of 
scorpions that would sting and cause great agony. 

verses 4-6 
4 They were told not to harm the grass of the earth, or any green plant, or any tree, but only 

people who do not have God's seal on their foreheads. 5 They were not permitted to kill them, 
but were to torment them for five months; their torment is like the torment caused by a scorpion 
when it strikes a man. 6 In those days people will seek death and will not find it; they will long 

to die, but death will flee from them. 

I have not been stung by a scorpion, but I know people who have. I am told it's pretty bad. 
These locusts brought up to the earth here will be after people for months. I have read that the 
average "locust season" is five months, where they eat and eat. These locusts will not be able to 
eat -- much of the green might be destroyed at this point, remember -- but they will go solely 
after people. To torture them. The Bible says that these people will seek death and not find it. I 
can only imagine how terrified and desperate they will be. 

The locusts are described in detail in such a way as to make modern readers sure that John must 
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have been seeing a weapon of war. 

verses 7-10 
7 The appearance of the locusts was like horses equipped for battle. On their heads were 

something like gold crowns; their faces were like men's faces; 8 they had hair like women's hair; 
their teeth were like lions' teeth; 9 they had chests like iron breastplates; the sound of their wings 
was like the sound of chariots with many horses rushing into battle; 10 and they had tails with 

stingers, like scorpions, so that with their tails they had the power to harm people for five 
months. 

I can't say what they might be, if they are not supernatural creatures. I have read that these might 
really be helicopters with biowarfare weapons on board. Or special tanks, perhaps. Again, I don't 
know. In any event, they will be terrifying and inflict great suffering. 

But not for everyone and not on everyone. The creatures are told to harm only those who do not 
have the seal of God on their foreheads. And who are the sealed? The 144,000 from the tribes of 
Israel pointed out in chapter seven. The Bible is specific about that number there, and specific 
about their immunity from attack, here. 

What about the rest of the people? They will try to hide from these locusts, I'm sure. It's only 
sensible. But how effective is Man against the hand of God? 

We do not know when this "woe" – the first of three called out by the eagle – will take place, in 
the big picture of the last days of the world. We only know that it will happen, somehow. 

When the Lord causes a "woe" to be sent to the Earth, he is serious. We need to be serious about 
heeding him, in the time we have, now. He loves you. He wants you to love him, too. Only in 
such love is there hope in times of terror. Only in such love can you experience salvation and 
peace. 
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Will we ever learn? 

I knew a boy, once. He was one who very much liked his own way and did not accept the 
consequences of his actions with grace. He was warned of the disciplinary consequences before 
he would do something -- this warning was to act as a deterrent. 

It didn't. The lad went on to do what he knew -- he KNEW -- he should not do. And then the 
reaction came as promised. "Don't run away," he was warned, "or it'll be worse." 

Of course, the lad ran. Over and over and over again. The disciplinary actions followed as 
promised, but that never seemed to change his need to challenge the authority of his parent. 

I am sure you, too, know someone like that. Someone who feels the compulsion to resist 
authority and resist all forms of discipline (meaning a structure for growth), regardless of their 
negative experiences with it. 

This is not going to change any time soon. 

Revelation 9:13-19 
13 The sixth angel blew his trumpet. From the four horns of the gold altar that is before God, I 

heard a voice 14 say to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, "Release the four angels bound at the 
great river Euphrates." 15 So the four angels who were prepared for the hour, day, month, and 
year were released to kill a third of the human race. 16 The number of mounted troops was 200 
million; I heard their number. 17 This is how I saw the horses in my vision: The horsemen had 
breastplates that were fiery red, hyacinth blue, and sulfur yellow. The heads of the horses were 
like lions' heads, and from their mouths came fire, smoke, and sulfur. 18 A third of the human 

race was killed by these three plagues--by the fire, the smoke, and the sulfur that came from their 
mouths. 19 For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails, because their tails, 

like snakes, have heads, and they inflict injury with them. 

Remember, here we are in the midst of the "trumpet judgments." They are more severe in nature 
than those reported as "seal judgments." What the above sixth angel unleashes is the "second 
woe" or "second catastrophe" John recorded, as promised by the eagle in chapter eight. 

The horns of the altar above (v. 13) would have traditionally been places of refuge. In the book of 
1 Kings, we can read how the horns may be held by those seeking mercy from a judgment. Here, 
God shows his sovereignty over everything he has ever designed by issuing forth a command for 
an army to destroy, not grant mercy. 

Like the locusts, these angels of destruction (angels are not all cherubim and winged seraphs!) 

The Book of Revelation
Study and Devotional Guide

44



were waiting for the day of their release. They bring with them an army of numbered horsemen – 
John records the number as 200,000,000. He says he "heard their number." Again, this is another 
specific observation. 

The horses kill by fire, smoke and sulfur. They are called "plagues" here. Plagues are something 
people understand as being pandemic. Are they escapable? Well, two-thirds of the people then 
on the earth are not killed, so one can see that this plague will be avoided by many. 

Those that are spared, though, seem to learn nothing from what has transpired about them. They 
have seen many things come from the Hand of God. They have seen storms, death, terror. 
Perhaps they were afflicted by the locusts, if indeed that "woe" preceded this one. Still, though, 
they have learned nothing. 

verses 20 & 21 
20 The rest of the people, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of 
their hands to stop worshiping demons and idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone, and wood, which 
are not able to see, hear, or walk. 21 And they did not repent of their murders, their sorceries, 

their sexual immorality, or their thefts. 

Are we capable of learning anything? Ever? 

The lad I spoke of earlier is now a productive member of society. He has a family, a good job, 
and a home of his own. He is respected and liked among his peers. I am inclined to think that the 
experiences of his younger days taught him that there are always consequences to his actions; he 
certainly has gained wisdom in the intervening years. 

We are given time, now — today — to learn wisdom. Don't waste this time. For every action 
there is an equal and opposite reaction, we are taught in science courses. It is true in life, as well. 

Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is near. -- John the Baptizer 
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You want the good news or the bad news? 

You've heard it before, I'm sure. 

"Well, there's good news and there's bad news. Which do you want to hear first?" 

I always choose the bad news, first. But John, in the tenth chapter of Revelation, doesn't get that 
option. It might seem that this vision he is being given of the future is unremittingly horrible. All 
bad news. 

Even he, though, isn't allowed to share everything. 

Revelation 10:1-4 
1 Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, surrounded by a cloud, 
with a rainbow over his head. His face was like the sun, his legs were like fiery pillars, 2 
and he had a little scroll opened in his hand. He put his right foot on the sea, his left on 
the land, 3 and he cried out with a loud voice like a roaring lion. When he cried out, the 
seven thunders spoke with their voices. 4 And when the seven thunders spoke, I was 

about to write. Then I heard a voice from heaven, saying, "Seal up what the seven 
thunders said, and do not write it down!" 

There are quite a few things to notice, here. We see an angel, perhaps the angel that John sees in 
chapter one, when he begins this experience. The angel has a rainbow over his head. Biblically, 
the rainbow is the symbol of God's promise not to destroy the world by a flood again. He shouts 
something, but we don't know what. He is answered, though, by "the seven thunders." 

This is ominous in the extreme. Seven, if you'll remember, is the number of divine completion. 
Thunder generally indicates a severe judgment from the Lord God. Punishment. Retribution. 
Whatever the seven thunders said, then, was probably very bad. 

Why is John told to seal this? Unlike when the prophet Daniel is told to seal up a prophecy 
(Daniel 12:4), this one is not given a time to be opened. Why not? I have heard a couple of 
explanations. One is that what the thunders said was so terrible that it would frighten those who 
don't belong to the Lord into reckless behavior. The other is so that those who do belong to 
Christ will not be overburdened with a terror that will not directly affect them. The verse above 
doesn't say, so we are left to wonder. We are assured, in verses five through seven, that time will 
be hurrying toward the conclusion of God's plan once the seventh trumpet is heard. 

As yet, we are not there. 
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verses 8-11 
8 Now the voice that I heard from heaven spoke to me again and said, "Go, take the scroll that 

lies open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land." 9 So I went to the 
angel and asked him to give me the little scroll. He said to me, "Take and eat it; it will be bitter in 
your stomach, but it will be as sweet as honey in your mouth." 10 Then I took the little scroll 
from the angel's hand and ate it. It was as sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I ate it, my 
stomach became bitter. 11 And I was told, "You must prophesy again about many peoples, 

nations, languages, and kings." 

We are in the interlude. Where John gets "good news and bad news" combined. The scroll he is 
given he eats. The prophet Ezekiel was told to do this too, in older times. John eats this scroll in 
his vision and it tastes sweet, but it gives him an upset stomach. 

Why? The word of God is sweet to those who believe, even when it convicts and challenges us, 
telling us where we need to improve. It is sweet because we know that it comes from our Father 
in Heaven who loves us very much. But it can cause discomfort too. Especially to those who 
hear it and do not obey, but whose consciences prick them and annoy them and make them 
restless when they try to sleep. Have you ever felt that way? 

I have. 

In this book of judgment, in this revealing of Christ to his servant, John, there is good news and 
bad news. It seems, here, that we receive mostly "bad news." The "scary stuff." So bad, 
apparently, that even Heaven doesn't want some of it revealed. We aren't left there, though. The 
readers of this book will indeed be blessed. For in this prophecy of the End of Days, we also see 
what the Lord God has in mind for all his people, now and in times to come. 

It's enough of a reason to keep me reading, and enough of a reason to want to belong to King of 
All. 
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Buzzwords or Standards? 

Revelation 11:1 
1 Then I was given a measuring reed like a rod, with these words: "Go and measure God's 

sanctuary and the altar, and count those who worship there. 2 But exclude the courtyard outside 
the sanctuary. Don't measure it, because it is given to the nations, and they will trample the holy 

city for 42 months. 

I will tell you, this passage has such a variety of interpretive teachings that I find it hard to 
approach. Which is odd, because it's such a small passage. 

What we see here is John being given direction to measure the sanctuary of God and the place of 
his worship. The measuring reed is not of his devising, but of heavenly craft, meaning that God, 
not Man, sets the standards for measuring -- or judging -- his people. 

This is important because, in this day and age as in others, people often go by the judgment of 
other people when it comes to deciding how God's people measure up. Is a person "tolerant" or 
"loving?" Is a church "accepting" or "seeker-friendly?" I am not denigrating these terms, 
necessarily; they're just buzzwords among the Christian community. 

Often times, buzzwords are seen as standards, though. And that is problematic. 

The measuring reed is from Heaven. God's realm. We should seek God's standard of measure 
when we judge his people's actions. You see that John is not told to discuss the quality of the 
sanctuary; only its measurement. He is to "count the worshipers." This can be seen as getting a 
head count, yes, or it can be interpreted as John's looking at the physical manifestations of God's 
people. 

In what the Bible calls the End of Days, there will be an accounting. God will measure the hearts 
of men, but he will also measure his deeds; parables of Jesus speak to this, and the Lord's 
judgment is well known. 

Today, though, we that call ourselves God's people need to be able to see God's standards when 
we measure ourselves and one another. We should not measure the heart, but the outward 
actions. We can "count heads" and see who is worshiping, who is present and accounted for in 
the sanctuary of the Almighty. 

It might help us to remember that John was only called to measure, not to hit people with that 
reed. 
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The outer court has been given to the "nations." Traditionally, in the Bible, this refers to those 
who do not hold to the kingship of the Almighty God. The reader is told, here, that these people 
will "trample" the holy city. Trample has all sorts of connotations, including walking without a 
care as to where you put your feet, seeking wanton destruction of what is there, and directionless 
wandering. 

I think that those who are without direction do indeed trample. Those who have direction should 
help those who do not, and bring them into the Sanctuary of the Lord God. With love. 

For there is still time for loving guidance to worshiping God. There is time, yet, before we receive 
a final measuring. Use the standards of God for measuring men's actions while we have time to 
correct them and learn a better way. 

God loves you and wants you to be with him. It is infinitely better to begin that relationship now 
than to wait too long, for we do not know how long we have. 
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Mystery Men 

In the old spaghetti westerns, you'd hear music -- that odd, eerie, flute sound perhaps. 

They had arrived. The Mystery Men who came from Who Knows Where. They do their job and 
they leave, perhaps disappearing into the haze of a sun-mirage like the Clint Eastwood character 
does in High Plains Drifter. You blink, and they're gone. To the repeated sound of eerie music. 

Revelation 11:3-6 
3 I will empower my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, dressed in 
sackcloth." 4 These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of 
the earth. 5 If anyone wants to harm them, fire comes from their mouths and consumes their 
enemies; if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this way. 6 These men have the 
power to close the sky so that it does not rain during the days of their prophecy. They also have 
power over the waters to turn them into blood, and to strike the earth with any plague whenever 
they want. 

Some interpretations say these witnesses are a representation of all the people who have stood 
for the gospel since Christ ascended to heaven. I tend to disagree because the sum total of people 
who have shared the gospel for the past two thousand years haven't had the ability to shoot fire 
from their mouths, nor have they been able to call for drought. 

I think these two witnesses will be actual people. The scholarly view on this score is that they 
will be Moses and Elijah. Or Enoch and Elijah. Personally I tend to go with the latter two since 
both of these men are known to have gone into heaven to be with the Lord without having to die 
first. 

They are called olive trees and lampstands: life givers and light bringers. Their job will be to 
proclaim the gospel and to prophesy. They will be granted special powers in order to punctuate 
these prophesies. Plagues such as God visited to Egypt via Moses. 

This will not make them popular, but I have no doubt that everyone will know them. They will 
probably be on every evening news show on the planet for the 1,260 days that they will be 
prophesying. Then, they will be struck down. 

verses 7-12 
7 When they finish their testimony, the beast that comes up out of the abyss will make war with 
them, conquer them, and kill them. 8 Their dead bodies will lie in the public square of the great 

city, which is called, prophetically, Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified. 9 And 
representatives from the peoples, tribes, languages, and nations will view their bodies for three 

The Book of Revelation
Study and Devotional Guide

50



and a half days and not permit their bodies to be put into a tomb. 10 Those who live on the earth 
will gloat over them and celebrate and send gifts to one another, because these two prophets 

tormented those who live on the earth. 11 But after the three and a half days, the breath of life 
from God entered them, and they stood on their feet. So great fear fell on those who saw them. 
12 Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, "Come up here." They went up to 

heaven in a cloud, while their enemies watched them. 

Yes, they'll be struck down and the world will ... party. We are becoming an increasingly callous 
people. We see war on the evening news. Bloodshed on the front page of the morning paper. We 
hear of abuse and wince, but not many weep anymore. We sigh to ourselves and turn the page, 
change the channel, change the subject. Some try to organize means to help, which is 
extraordinary. 

Still we are hardened. And so when these two men are murdered by the "beast" from the "abyss" 
people will celebrate joyfully. Giving gifts, the scripture says. They'll have parties, and you 
know how it'll be. Websites, likely. Bumper stickers, t-shirts, all will come out within half a day, 
ready for sale and profit for someone. 

They won't even bury the dead prophets. They'll leave them there to rot in the sun. 

Then, in the midst of the global "hurrah!" something amazing will happen. The men will be 
brought back to life by their Creator, who made them for just this purpose. Their bodies will be 
repaired before the eyes of witnesses. They'll stand on their own two feet. 

I imagine the celebration will come to a sudden halt as they are called to heaven, ascending on a 
cloud. 

No eerie music, but perhaps a more shocked silence. A great jaw-dropping stillness will ensue. 
Before the earthquake. 

13 At that moment a violent earthquake took place, a tenth of the city fell, and 7,000 people 
were killed in the earthquake. The survivors were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.

 
A great earthquake will kill thousands of people. And finally, at last, the terrified survivors will 
give glory to the God of heaven for sparing them. 

I wonder, though, if they will truly have learned anything. I am sure that some will. Hard hearts 
will melt in shock and surrender to the Lord. 

Sometimes, it takes a huge jolt to get us out of our complacent self-sufficiency. Sometimes, it 
takes a mysterious stranger to point out our inadequacies. Sometimes, we listen to the Mystery 
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Man from Somewhere when we won't listen to our friends.
 
Will these two Mystery Men preach so as to change the hearts of men in their time? I am sure 
they'll have impact of that nature, yes. And then they'll be on their way, called back to where 
they came from, leaving shocked people behind them. 

14 The second woe has passed. Take note: the third woe is coming quickly! 
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And now, a word from our sponsors... 

The book of Revelation has 22 chapters in it. Here, at the border of the end of the halfway point, 
chapter-wise, we pause a moment to take a breath. The seventh trumpet is about to be sounded, 
and the reader has been told that upon the blowing of that trumpet, all the end happenings of 
God's plan will rush to fruition. 

Which is why I am lead to believe that this sounding of the trumpet, which takes place before an 
interval in the apocalyptic narrative, is happening earlier in the story than it will in the times to 
come. 

Revelation 11:15-18 
15 The seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven saying: The 

kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Messiah, and He will reign 
forever and ever! 16 The 24 elders, who were seated before God on their thrones, fell on their 

faces and worshiped God, 17 saying: We thank You, Lord God, the Almighty, who is and who 
was, because You have taken Your great power and have begun to reign. 18 The nations were 
angry, but Your wrath has come. The time has come for the dead to be judged, and to give the 

reward to Your servants the prophets, to the saints, and to those who fear Your name, both small 
and great, and the time has come to destroy those who destroy the earth. 

"Thank you!" the elders say in praise. "Your reign has begun!" Well, here in the account, this 
hasn't happened, sequentially, which also gives credence to the out-of-sequence theory in the 
revelation of the seals, trumpets, and bowls in this book. 

The elders also say that it is the time for the Wrath of God to be visited upon the people of the 
world. Judgment. Reward. Destruction. A heralding of what will follow and praise for him who 
will establish an unmistakable kingdom upon the earth. 

Some say that this kingdom has come and gone already. That the 1000 year reign of God is over 
and done. I don't believe that. I believe that this is still to happen, though I am not at this moment 
precisely sure as to how. It is something for us to look forward to, a hope to grasp when times 
are grim. 

For they shall become grim, if you read the words of the elders above and see what John sees 
next: 

19 God's sanctuary in heaven was opened, and the ark of His covenant appeared in His 
sanctuary. There were lightnings, rumblings, thunders, an earthquake, and severe hail. 
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It had been closed, but is now opened, and John can see the ark of the covenant. This is likely an 
image of the ark that was probably destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, long ago. Here, it is brought 
forth again, to symbolize the long-held promises of God to his people. 

Which is positive. The storm warnings, though, are negative, as always. 

So, at the end of chapter 11, the reader takes a moment to reflect. Reflect upon the judgment to 
come, but see, too, the hope of God's established kingdom. 

Hope and faith. We need them, every day. 
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Experience a history lesson 

Finger-painting. Mozart. Speech. Activity. Taste. 

Experience. 

We all have different ways of learning, of processing information. Modern education seeks to 
work with all the different "intelligences" that the human mind demonstrates. It can be 
problematic for educators, because they are finding themselves having to stretch to incorporate 
many forms of information presentation to their students, to make sure that they cover all the 
educational opportunities available. 

For the Lord, this has never been a problem. His lessons have always come so that they were 
accessible to all, no matter what their "learning style" might be. 

Even his history lessons are dynamic. I refer here to the twelfth chapter of Revelation. You can 
click here to read the text in its entirety. 

The main characters of this dramatic history lesson -- enacted like a play before John -- are 
symbolic. There is a woman, who symbolizes Israel, in this chapter. The twelve stars over her 
head are symbolic of the twelve nations of Israel. (Isn't it apparent that the Lord never forgets his 
children?) This woman cries out in agony to give birth. 

What is so important? Who is going to be born? The newborn's incipient arrival attracts the 
attention of a dragon. The dragon is generally symbolic of Satan, the Accuser. The dragon has 
seven heads and ten horns. Some have said that the seven heads represent Rome as being part of 
Satan's machinations. Some have said that the seven and the ten correspond to imagery relating to 
the symbolic or personal antichrist that will be shown later in this book. Who is this baby that 
this dragon wants to devour upon birth? 

Revelation 12:5 (NIV) 
5 She gave birth to a son, a male child, who will rule all the nations with an iron scepter. And her 

child was snatched up to God and to his throne. 

The Son of God. King of Kings. The Good Shepherd. The Messiah. Jesus Christ. 

However, the dragon is not successful, we see, as the child is "snatched up to God and to His 
throne." Jesus was not killed by the dragon, but was instead crucified -- voluntarily, as a willing 
sacrifice -- for our sins. And he did not stay dead, but rose again to life and breath and ascended 
to heaven. To God and his throne. 

After this, in chapter twelve, there is some dispute as to what the next images mean. Does the 
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woman's running into the desert for 1,260 days signify the time when Mary and Joseph ran into 
Egypt? That would mean that the symbolism changes without transition. Or could the 1,260 
days refer to a time when the nation of Israel seeks shelter in a desert place at some time in the 
future? 

The next thing we know, war is breaking out in Heaven. Scripture says that the devil and all his 
angels are thrown out of heaven, where they had been standing before the throne of God, making 
accusations against God's people. 

It is all very confusing, upon a first reading. Very involved and dramatic. But it is for that reason 
that a passage like this can pass along a good deal of information! 

This is all a very good thing, really. A heavenly voice proclaims the casting-out of Satan and his 
accusations, lifting up the faith of those who loved God more than their lives. It is very affirming 
for those who were -- at the time of John's writing -- in a persecuted place. It is also affirming for 
those today who face persecution because of their faith. Those who love God more than their 
own lives are honored. 

There is also a warning in this chapter. After he is cast out, the Devil knows that his "time is 
short" and he has a lot that he wants to do. Have you ever been under a deadline with a huge to- 
do list? And you want to get it done just to show you could, maybe with some vindictiveness 
added? I am guessing this is what is on the Accuser's agenda during this short time proclaimed in 
this chapter. 

The dragon wants to go after Israel, but she has gone to hide and the dragon cannot reach her. 
Frustrated, we read that the dragon instead goes off to make war against "the rest of her 
offspring." By this last, I believe the scripture is referring to all believers who are not of Israel. 

So. Why does the Lord feel a history lesson is needed, here in the midst of a book about his plans 
for the Last Days? I cannot speak to his arrangement of this book. I can only say that God is 
giving us what he knew would be his "final words" to us, in this form. He knew that this would 
be the last book communicated, and he knew -- because he is GOD -- that this book would be the 
final one in the collection of inspired writing passed down through the ages. I can only say, then, 
that he wanted us to know that he has always had this planned, that the history he is showing us 
here has bearing on the future. 

If you look at the situations in the world today, you can see that this is true. The past truly is 
reflected in the present and future. God has made sure that his lessons, his reality, is available in 
many different ways, so there are always opportunities to learn from him. It is reassuring, yes. 
But it also means we are held accountable. 
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Nightmares can come to life. 

I used to -- scratch that, I sometimes still do -- have horrific nightmares. The kind that make you 
think that I was enamored of pickles covered in barbecue sauce or pizza with "turned" anchovies 
before bedtime. The sort of nightmare that would convince a child psychologist that I was 
sneaking Stephen King novels into my room at the age of eight. 

(I wasn't. I did, though, read The Wizard of Oz and The Hobbit at that age. And Alice in 
Wonderland. I guess those can, in their own ways, be considered scary to the right mind.) 

Neither was I reading a Bible at a young age. But if I had been, I might have slipped into a series 
of nightmares about the Book of Revelation. Especially about the beast introduced in chapter 
thirteen. 

Revelation 13:1-4 
1 And I saw a beast coming up out of the sea. He had 10 horns and seven heads. On his horns 

were 10 diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names. 2 The beast I saw was like a 
leopard, his feet were like a bear's, and his mouth was like a lion's mouth. The dragon gave him 
his power, his throne, and great authority. 3 One of his heads appeared to be fatally wounded, 

but his fatal wound was healed. The whole earth was amazed and followed the beast. 

Now, this is a scary creature. But it is not the first time in Scripture that we meet such a monster. 
The prophet Daniel saw similar beasts in his visions. But where Daniel saw four beasts, John 
sees one that incorporates many of the characteristics of Daniel's four. Coincidence? I don't think 
so. 

On each head is a "blasphemous name." That would make seven blasphemous names. Some 
scholars say that each head represents one who has led the world in blaspheming the Lord. Or 
teaching falsely. Some scholars see this as not being a person or persons at all, but rather a series 
of philosophies or belief systems. 

Personally, I go with the "antichrist" interpretation. I believe that this beast spoken of will be the 
person who will come to lead the world. No, this person will not have seven actual heads, but 
seven, remember, is a number of completion in God's word. This antichrist will appear to have 
Godlike qualities. He will appear to be a man of Christlike virtues. But each head will have a 
blasphemy, showing John and the reader of this book that the appearance is a lie; this person will 
not have the mind or heart of God. He will mock him, at first in private, but later this blasphemy 
will be more pronounced. 

The verses above say that this person will be given power from the dragon; that is, Satan. The 
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Accuser is a deceiver, adept at fooling people. I do not, though, believe that the head wound this 
person will receive is going to be false. I believe it will be real. The healing will come, again, from 
the dragon, who imitates things of God and probably will think it all highly brilliant for him to 
cause his servant to imitate the resurrected Christ in this way. 

The result? People all over the world are going to be amazed by this person. They'll "follow" 
him, we read here. That means that they will adore him, learn from him, seek to emulate him. 
They will consider him to be a higher sort of person, especially after he recovers from the fatal 
wound. 

Over the ages, people have claimed this person would be a pope, king, czar, president, or 
dictator. I am not so sure. Whoever this person will be, I believe they will appear, at first, to be 
all that is excellent and praiseworthy. 

But be careful that you are not deceived. He is a beast, empowered by Satan. The truth of this 
will show itself in time, and the truth will be a nightmare come to life. 
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Choosing a winner 

"Everybody likes a winner," we are told. For a great portion of the population, this holds true. 
Come the time for the All-Star Break in baseball, trades are made, some team loyalties might shift 
among the less rabid fans. Those already supporting the leading teams might have more of a 
swagger in their walk. They might brag a bit more about their team and how they knew it'd be a 
good season. 

Elsewhere, we like to have stock in rising companies. People want to be associated with 
popularity and success. Name-droppers can become effusive. It is a common enough happening. 
We like to be winners. 

Some will hold on to that association with popularity at all costs. Even if their loyalty is to a 
nightmare. So long as that nightmare is winning, they'll stick around. 

Revelation 13:5-8 (NIV) 
5 The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise his 

authority for forty-two months. 6 He opened his mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his 
name and his dwelling place and those who live in heaven. 7 He was given power to make war 
against the saints and to conquer them. And he was given authority over every tribe, people, 

language and nation. 8 All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast--all whose names have 
not been written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the 

world. 

The beast who is empowered by the dragon, the one I believe is going to be the personal 
antichrist (as opposed to an impersonal antichrist/belief system), is going to be very prominent 
for a period of three and a half years. 

A note on time: According to the prophet Daniel in the ninth chapter of his book, the process of 
thorough cleansing and purity for Israel will be "seventy weeks." It is widely regarded that these 
weeks are eras in time, and that they may indeed be spread out as groups of seven years over 
history. The Last Days spoken of in the Bible are held to be Daniel's Seventieth Week...or the 
last stage before heralding an age of "everlasting righteousness," (verse 24). So, when we read 
about 1,260 days or 42 months, we can see that this corresponds to one half of that "week." 

During this "week" of time, these 42 months noted above, the "beast" is going to be spouting 
blasphemies. Now, they might not sound like blasphemies to those who do not know God 
personally. They may sound very pleasing. Peaceful. Globally conscious and aware. Tolerant and 
all-encompassing. He might not go so far as to proclaim himself as a savior of the world, but 
other people will do so, and he will accept their worship. This, then, would be the ultimate 
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blasphemy. 

He will be permitted to wage war against the people of God. Will this be with weaponry, or via 
clandestine espionage and removal of privileges? Here, at the time above, it does not say. But 
scripture does say that this person will be given authority over the whole world. Yes, all parts of 
the world will acknowledge his leadership, and he will have that freedom to act as he sees fit. 
Remember, people will think he's a winner. 

He will have successes, I am sure of that. He will probably bring about a seeming global peace, 
making it so that there is no warfare on the surface of the Earth. That will be enough for many to 
bow down to him. He might come across as one who judges no one on the basis of their faith, so 
long as they do not judge others... Which will give him an excuse to persecute (for he will "make 
war," remember) those who insist upon worshiping God exclusively. 

But to most of the world, to those who do not know him, he will seem to be the last -- best! -- 
winner. For a time, anyway. His popularity will be stunning. People will clamor to be associated 
with him, recognized by him, and they will pander to him. 

Be watchful. Be aware. I believe that the person who will become this "beast" is alive already, 
walking and breathing on the earth. This person is not yet known, but will be. 

They might seem like a winner, but in truth, they will lose, for the true winner has come to earth, 
died, and has risen to life. The true winner is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the 
first and the last, and when the antichrist's time is over, when he has lost, Jesus will still be 
standing, triumphant. 

I have already chosen to stand with the winner. You can, too. 
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"He who has an ear..." 

Sometimes, I find it a bit amusing that the people who compiled the Bible segmented things the 
way they did. In many cases, the breaks (verse or paragraph) were made because in the 
manuscripts, there were page or scroll breaks, so it made sense. Or there was a space left by the 
scribe, so there was a break given to the text as we have it, in terms of sentence or paragraph or 
chapter. 

The verse-breaks are universal, in terms of the Bibles I have studied. But different Bible 
translations or editions group some verses differently than others. (One of the more problematic 
is Ephesians 5:21-33 -- the famous "submission" verses.) Here in Revelation 13, there is a 
paragraph break in some translations and no break in others between verses 8 and 9 and 10. 

This is important, because verse nine says, "He who has an ear, let him hear." 

Those who study the teachings of Christ know these words well. In general, they follow after a 
parable or other lesson, in emphasis of the need to understand what had just been said. Other 
times in scripture, though, we see those words used before a teaching, in order to call attention to 
the words that will follow. A prophet would have been more likely to use these words in this 
way. 

Here in Revelation, we find these words used after discussion about the "beast" who will be 
worshiped and before a certain teaching that almost seems not to belong here. Yet, these two 
verses are quite important. 

At the time of the writing of Revelation, Christians were persecuted throughout the Roman 
Empire. It is sure that one reason John was given this Revelation at this time (the end of the reign 
of Emperor Domitian) is so that he could share God's plan and instruction with those who lived 
under threat of death. They were to be given hope, told the rewards of patience, and shown that 
yes, their Lord had all of it under control. 

Needed words to reassure frightened people! 

Verse ten is often misquoted. The best translation I can find comes from Robertson's Word 
Pictures of the New Testament. (A very interesting place to do a verse study, if you're so 
inclined. I recommend it.) 

If any man is for captivity, into captivity he will go. John means this as a warning to Christians not 
to resist force with force. He himself had been in captivity and knew how it felt. He had 
experience and wisdom, and was teaching from it. But nonviolent submission to oppression was 

The Book of Revelation
Study and Devotional Guide

61



not all he wrote in verse 10. 

If any man shall kill with the sword, must he be killed by the sword. It is a passive imperative 
tense to the verb, implying an inevitable conclusion for such behavior. This, too, was to reassure 
the persecuted that they had not been forgotten, and that their Lord would see to those who 
would hurt them. 

It may also have been a warning against violent rebellion at that time. To fight for the cause of 
Right is not always a bad thing, but here, they are being specifically told not to fight. That was 
important. 

John knew what he was asking. He wrote: "This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on 
the part of the saints." He knew -- remember, from experience -- what he was saying to them. 
But it was no more than he himself had demonstrated and so he could say it, with authority and 
under the inspiration of God. 

To the present day student of this book, I think these verses are very basic and plain. There will 
be a time of persecution, since the "beast" will be "making war" on the believers while he has the 
power to do so. The follower of Christ is to remember that the Lord has all things under his eye, 
and we are not to be violent in our refusal to worship this beast or follow him in any way. That 
does not mean that subterfuge will not be allowed -- I believe it will be a necessity! However, 
violence is not the key at the time when these prophecies will be fulfilled. 

He who has an ear, let him hear. 

The Book of Revelation
Study and Devotional Guide

62



The Mark 

Cows get them. Pets get them. People get them. Some of us even give them to our possessions.
 
Brands. Tattoos. Serial numbers. 

Marks. 

Now, you may think that tattoos are just body decoration, but they are also used as identifying 
marks. You can recognize someone, sometimes, merely by a picture of an image inked into their 
skin. If a corpse is found, tattoos can be used to help identify the person. So, yes, tattoos can be 
marks of identification. 

People have used marks for eons, for many reasons, to show belonging to many things. But I do 
not believe any mark of identification has come under such thought, scrutiny, study, contempt, 
or even irate denial as "the mark of the beast." 

Revelation 13:11-18 
11 Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth; he had two horns like a lamb, but he 

sounded like a dragon. 12 He exercises all the authority of the first beast on his behalf and 
compels the earth and those who live on it to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound was 
healed. 13 He also performs great signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to earth 

before people. 14 He deceives those who live on the earth because of the signs that he is 
permitted to perform on behalf of the beast, telling those who live on the earth to make an image 

of the beast who had the sword wound yet lived. 15 He was permitted to give a spirit to the 
image of the beast, so that the image of the beast could both speak and cause whoever would not 
worship the image of the beast to be killed. 16 And he requires everyone--small and great, rich 
and poor, free and slave--to be given a mark on his right hand or on his forehead, 17 so that no 

one can buy or sell unless he has the mark: the beast's name or the number of his name. 18 Here is 
wisdom: The one who has understanding must calculate the number of the beast, because it is the 

number of a man. His number is 666. 

The "beast from the sea" was introduced already in this book. I believe he will be the antichrist, 
prophesied long ago. In the verses above, we meet his priest, prophet, top promoter. Call him 
what you will, this person will be the one who will be given power to promote the worship of 
the antichrist as well as show displays of "miracles." 

That stuff will be minor, compared to his true impact on the world. 

He is going to execute economic boycott on all who will not take a mark of identification. A 
specific mark that shows that an individual belongs to the beast. 
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Now, this mark has been speculated about for a very long time. In first century Rome, numbers 
and names were interlinked, so that someone's name and number could be calculated by arcane 
formulae. Nero has been one of those identified in such a way. Domitian, remember, was emperor 
at the time of this writing; Nero had been killed long since. 

Another name that can calculate to 666 is Latienos. Latin would pertain to Rome, so if the 
antichrist or his promoter/prophet were closely associated with Rome, that would be reasonable, 
in light of this prophecy. Another name that could equate to this number is the Hebrew letters of 
Balaam. Balaam is associated with the worship of false gods and/or Satanic rituals. 

Other people see the number 666 as it relates to God's number of perfection and completion: 7. 
Or 777. In this reasoning, the number 666 falls short of God's perfection and is seen as the 
world's number. 

There are many interpretations. The only one that will matter, though, is the one that ascribes the 
chooser of this mark to be aligned with the antichrist and his prophet. 

There is a new finding that the number may actually be 616 in a Greek variant translation. The 
"jury is still out" on this for most Bible translations, but even so, this does not change the 
seriousness of this issue. 

Scripture is very clear, here. If one does not accept this mark, one will not be allowed to buy and 
sell. I imagine this will extend to taxes and property ownership, as well. Those who choose the 
mark will be able to live freely; those who do not, will not. 

If you choose not to take the mark, you will have to make provision for your life. Live off the 
grid. Be entirely self-sufficient or work with others who have not been marked in order to eat. It 
will not be easy. 

"This calls for wisdom," the Bible says. It does. John says this number is "man's number." It is 
the number for those who think of their earthbound selves before they think of their eternal 
selves. It is a self-serving number. It is a mark of identification that will not ever be removed. It is 
a permanent choice. 

When the time comes, choose wisely. Do not allow yourself to be identified as belonging to a 
nightmare. Temporary inconvenience will be amply recompensed if you ally yourself to the true 
lamb of God, who is Jesus. His mark will be on the soul and for some, on their foreheads. His 
mark of identification will bring life. The other will bring death, eventually. The choice will be 
yours. Choose wisely. 
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Like a virgin? 

Virginity can be a loaded term. 

A person who has not had sexual intercourse is deemed a virgin. Virginity is also a term used in, 
say, olive oil. "Extra Virgin," meaning that it is really, really pure olive oil. Unadulterated by non- 
oil-elements. People also refer to hair, ground or even snow as "virgin." This means that the item 
mentioned -- let's say, hair -- has not been polluted, infiltrated, or changed by outside influences, 
such as hair color or bleach. 

People can be pure, uncorrupted by outside influences, too. After sharing about the "mark of the 
beast," John changes the subject to something more pleasant. 

Revelation 14:1-5 
1 Then I looked, and there on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with Him were 144,000 who had 

His name and His Father's name written on their foreheads. 2 I heard a sound from heaven like 
the sound of cascading waters and like the rumbling of loud thunder. The sound I heard was also 

like harpists playing on their harps. 3 They sang a new song before the throne and before the four 
living creatures and the elders, but no one could learn the song except the 144,000 who had been 
redeemed from the earth. 4 These are the ones not defiled with women, for they have kept their 
virginity. These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. They were redeemed from 
the human race as the firstfruits for God and the Lamb. 5 No lie was found in their mouths; they 

are blameless. 

We have read of 144,000 before, sealed from the people of Israel. There is some difference of 
opinion if this 144,000 is the same group of people. 

I am inclined not to think so. I believe this is a different group of people, called forth because of 
their purity. The word used is "virgin" and most of the scholars agree that this is a term of purity 
and does not exclude married people, but rather those who have remained "undefiled." By 
anyone. 

This 144,000 are seen with the Lamb of God on Mount Zion. John says here that they have been 
redeemed as the firstfruits among the human race. The firstfruits are always to be the best of the 
chosen "crop," so it is possible that these are some of the most outstanding of God's servants in 
the history of Man. I have also read that these represent the best of the coming Great Harvest of 
Souls, which will be taught about soon, in terms of the book of Revelation. Whoever they are, 
they are seen as undefiled before the Lamb of God. 

They are given a new song. Throughout scripture, the "new song" concept has signaled a new 
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way of thinking, a new viewpoint, or a change of the current "mode." That is likely the case here, 
as well, for immediately after John hears this new song, there is an angelic announcement. 

But here, let us just focus on this group of people. They will not be the only ones in Heaven, 
though they may be the first among those who will be there. I do not sense any envy for them in 
this scripture, but they are acknowledged. For us, today, we can take hope. Those who have 
lived "blamelessly" will be rewarded in a special way. See? There is a reward for good behavior. 

Our behavior will not save us. But it is noticed, and will be judged by the Lamb of God, who is 
qualified to judge us all. Virgin or not. Undefiled or not, we are greatly loved. His love is not 
conditional upon our condition! His love is not limited by our limits. 

I, for one, am extremely grateful. 
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"I saw another angel..." 

"Then I saw another angel..." 

Imagine how that would be. Imagine. Throughout the Bible, when someone sees an angel, the 
angel almost always has to say, "Do not be afraid!" Because, I think, the sight of an angel on a 
mission must be amazing. Awe-inspiring. Perhaps even terrifying. 

John, though, in this Revelation he was commissioned to write, saw many things. Miraculous. 
Shocking. Frightening. Mind-blowing. So, to see "another angel" was no longer, in this vision, a 
drop-down-on-the-ground kind of moment. I do not believe this means that John was now 
numbed to the wonder of the experience, but that he was viewing this from Heaven. From the 
home of all angels. So, they had become, then, part of this experience for him.
 

Revelation 14:6-12 
6 Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those 

who live on the earth--to every nation, tribe, language and people. 7 He said in a loud voice, "Fear 
God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the 
heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water." 8 A second angel followed and said, "Fallen! 

Fallen is Babylon the Great, which made all the nations drink the maddening wine of her 
adulteries." 9 A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: "If anyone worships the beast 
and his image and receives his mark on the forehead or on the hand, 10 he, too, will drink of the 
wine of God's fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. He will be 
tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb. 11 And the 

smoke of their torment rises for ever and ever. There is no rest day or night for those who 
worship the beast and his image, or for anyone who receives the mark of his name." 12 This calls 

for patient endurance on the part of the saints who obey God's commandments and remain 
faithful to Jesus. 

Three angels with three messages. 

The first angel says something very simple, but profound. He proclaims the gospel -- the good 
news -- to everyone who lives on the earth. I wonder how that will happen? Then, declares that 
God, who made all things, is deserving of worship and glory. The hour of judgment "has come," 
he announces. 

Judgment is a scary thing for us. We have the sense, in the world today, that it is almost always 
"biased" and "unfair" and "unneeded" or even "wrong." When people judge the hearts and 
intentions of another, then it can indeed be any or all of those things. But when actions are judged 
in context of other actions -- basically, what can happen in a court, for example -- it is indeed just 
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and right. 

The Lord God Almighty, though, can see clearly into the hearts of people, and so he can judge all 
of our motives, our thoughts, and our secrets. He is the only true judge. And he will judge. And it 
will not be comfortable. 

The second angel tells the world that Babylon the Great has fallen. In past history, Babylon 
meant the Babylon of King Nebuchadnezzar, which had indeed fallen. It is also said to have 
meant Rome, according to many scholars. Rome also fell, hundreds of years after John wrote this 
book. Will there be a future Babylon? A great city with much to offer, where world affairs are 
conducted and where the future leaders are ensconced? That remains to be seen. 

The third angel "followed them." Now, this could mean that the first two angels went out in 
tandem, or in quick succession, with this third one coming later. Much later? A little later? 
Remember, the timing in this apocalyptic book is not always presented in a linear manner. What 
he says, here, is very, very important: 

"Don't worship the beast or take his mark. You WILL know God's wrath and you SHALL 
suffer." (Sandi's paraphrase.) 

Then, John again reminds the saints...the believers in Christ Jesus...to have patience. To endure. 
To obey God's commandments. 

This reemphasis on the mark of the beast, on worshiping and identifying with the antichrist, only 
underscores how very serious this is. I have heard that people started "seeing this mark" with the 
advent of Social Security Numbers, or when credit cards started being used. Or when 
supermarkets gave you "discount cards" so they could track your purchases and spending. 

All of these things have had their uses, yes. But none of them have required an oath of loyalty. 
The SSN is now given at birth for goodness' sake. You don't have to promise anything. But when 
the time comes to take this Mark or not, there will be a choice to make. The technology exists; it 
isn't science fiction. 

Heed the messages of the angels in this section. Fear God. Give him glory. Worship him and no 
other, for he is worthy. Do not give your allegiance to anyone else. The penalty will be very 
great. God has shown his anger in the past, and we sometimes have called these occasions 
"catastrophes on a Biblical scale." 

They will be nothing compared to what happens when God unleashes his wrath against all the 
wrong that people have done against him and against one another. 
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He is worthy. He is perfect. He will act with justice. 

If you stand with him, and with the Lamb of God, you will be welcomed into Heaven. And yes, 
you will see angels. In profusion, I'm guessing. Just like John. 
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The Sickle isn't just for the Grim Reaper 

In scripture, there is no actual word for the "great catching up" of believers that the apostle Paul 
speaks of in his first letter to the Thessalonian church. People have called this The Rapture for 
years. 

Divisive arguments have come and gone, ugly words have been exchanged, churches have split 
over this term and its possible occurrence and/or timing. Clearly, people find it fascinating. Some 
hold to the view that all believers in Christ Jesus will be called up to heaven in a secret manner, 
just sort of disappearing, before any of the events in this book (Revelation) come to pass. Others 
hold to the view that everyone, those who belong to the Lamb of God and those who do not, will 
be required to suffer under all the seals, trumpets, and bowls of judgment and wrath and only 
then will the Lord God Almighty call his own to him. 

The labels and categories make a long list of people who hold to a certain teaching regarding the 
place of believers in the book of Revelation and the eventual homecoming of all who claim Christ 
as their Savior. 

Revelation 14:13-20 
13 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying, "Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord 
from now on." "Yes," says the Spirit, "let them rest from their labors, for their works follow 

them!" 14 Then I looked, and there was a white cloud, and One like the Son of Man was seated 
on the cloud, with a gold crown on His head and a sharp sickle in His hand. 15 Another angel 
came out of the sanctuary, crying out in a loud voice to the One who was seated on the cloud, 
"Use your sickle and reap, for the time to reap has come, since the harvest of the earth is ripe." 
16 So the One seated on the cloud swung His sickle over the earth, and the earth was harvested. 
17 Then another angel who also had a sharp sickle came out of the sanctuary in heaven. 18 Yet 

another angel, who had authority over fire, came from the altar, and he called with a loud voice to 
the one who had the sharp sickle, "Use your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes from 
earth's vineyard, because its grapes have ripened." 19 So the angel swung his sickle toward earth 

and gathered the grapes from earth's vineyard, and he threw them into the great winepress of 
God's wrath. 20 Then the press was trampled outside the city, and blood flowed out of the press 

up to the horses' bridles for about 180 miles. 

What John does reveal, in this book, is that there will be a great harvest at some point. The 
harvest is a word that Jesus used often in referring to the salvation of souls. Of people. The 
gospels -- all four of them! -- share Christ's teaching on this. It is reasonable, then, to assume that 
when the book of Revelation mentions a harvest specifically, it is referring to just such a "crop as 
the souls of people. 
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The first part of this harvest (vv. 14-16) is what I believe will be the eventual homecoming for 
believers in Christ. The one who comes to harvest is one like the Son of Man -- Jesus. We see 
this manifestation not only in Revelation but also in the Old Testament book of Daniel (7:13). It 
is time for the harvest, for the crop is "ripe," we read here. The Harvester swings his sickle -- one 
with a longish handle -- and the earth was harvested. Will this be the globally-viewed Second 
Coming of Christ, wherein all the believers will be caught up? This scripture doesn't say, but I 
believe that is one possible interpretation. 

The second harvest is to be done with a smaller sickle. The word used in the manuscript is the 
sickle commonly used for taking grapes from the vine. It is smaller, almost "surgical" in its 
precision. The harvesting angel is accompanied by one who has "authority over fire." I am not 
sure of this angel's job, but fire is not associated in this book with anything positive. Necessary, 
certainly, and an instrument of judgment, but not a happy, cherubic sort of angel. He tells the 
small-sickle wielder to gather the grapes of earth's vineyard. 

Now, in this book, if something is of "the earth" it is seen as worldly, of the world, not of God. 
Likewise, any mention of wine (the winepress figures here, you'll note) is negatively seen in this 
book of apocalyptic literature. So when the grapes are harvested and pressed down, I am not 
surprised to read that the winepress is one of God's wrath, not his entertainment. 

We read that these people -- souls -- are trampled. Blood flows and spreads out far and deep. 
Again, this is a symbol of judgment. Do I believe that mechanisms and feet will truly stomp on 
people until their blood flows far enough to fill the Holy Land (the approximate length, at the 
time of John's writing)? I do not think this is a literal vision, but a symbolic one. God's wrath will 
be visited on those who are against him, and this is a very visual communication. 

When will these harvests happen? When will we see the Son of Man come on a cloud to harvest 
his crop? We do not know. But I will say this: This harvest is portrayed after the middle of this 
book of Revelation. That is not an accident, even remembering that the events herein are not 
likely to happen in the exact sequence of their presentation. To me, that says that this harvesting 
will not happen before the events of the book, nor after they have all come to pass. To me, this 
placement says that sometime in the middle, there will be a time for Christ to bring all the 
believers to himself. 

Be prepared. There will be hard times ahead for those who align themselves to the Lord God 
Almighty. Don't sit back and figure all of this uncovering of God's final plans is "for someone 
else." It isn't. It isn't just a story. It isn't just a "what-if" scenario. It is a warning, so that those 
who read this book may be blessed, and may prepare themselves. 

Be prepared. There will be even harder times for those who do not align themselves with the 
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Lord God. The bowls of God's wrath, his final series of judgments, will be shown next. He will 
not be administering a slap on the wrist, either. 

Are you prepared? Don't worry about a label of a belief system. Instead, focus on your life and 
beliefs. 
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The Crescendo 

In music, the term is crescendo. A gradual increase in volume, building up to a moment of note. 
The term crescendo is not only for music, though. It can be defined as a steady increase of 
intensity or force in other areas as well. 

Before the final outpouring of God's wrath -- the seven bowls -- there has been a gradual increase 
in tension in the Book of Revelation. Warnings about how everything will be speeding to the end. 
The harvest of souls. Hearing about the Mark and the Beast. So many events passed before 
John's eyes in this vision! 

I wonder if this time before the bowls is a time where people who inhabit the earth will have the 
opportunity to accept Christ's salvation. The people will be hardened, worn, weary, bitter... Yet 
still, I believe the love of God will call to them even then. 

The intensity builds, crescendoing for one more chapter before the final wrath of God is poured 
upon the earth. 

Revelation 15 (HCSB) 
1 Then I saw another great and awesome sign in heaven: seven angels with the seven last plagues, 

for with them, God's wrath will be completed. 2 I also saw something like a sea of glass mixed 
with fire, and those who had won the victory from the beast, his image, and the number of his 
name, were standing on the sea of glass with harps from God. 3 They sang the song of God's 
servant Moses, and the song of the Lamb: Great and awesome are Your works, Lord God, the 

Almighty; righteous and true are Your ways, King of the Nations. 4 Who will not fear, Lord, and 
glorify Your name? Because You alone are holy, because all the nations will come and worship 

before You, because Your righteous acts have been revealed. 

5 After this I looked, and the heavenly sanctuary--the tabernacle of testimony--was opened. 6 
Out of the sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven plagues, dressed in clean, bright linen, 
with gold sashes wrapped around their chests. 7 One of the four living creatures gave the seven 

angels seven gold bowls filled with the wrath of God who lives forever and ever. 8 Then the 
sanctuary was filled with smoke from God's glory and from His power, and no one could enter 

the sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels were completed. 

A breathtaking scene, to John. The seven angels with the seven last plagues make their 
appearance in this chapter. But before they are revealed, there is still more to see. 

Something I find particularly reassuring here is this verse: 
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2 I also saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who had won the victory 
from the beast, his image, and the number of his name, were standing on the sea of glass with 

harps from God. 

Are these the souls that perished because of the Mark? If so, they are recompensed for their 
martyrdom, here. Here is where we see "harps" in heaven. But angels are not carrying them; 
people are. They are singing the song of Moses. This is the song that was sung by the Israelites 
when they were delivered from Egypt during the time of the Exodus. Here, the people of God are 
again delivered, through death and into eternal life. 

I can imagine the momentary hush as some signal indicates to those in heaven that the doors to 
the Sanctuary are about to open. And then they do. And then...out come seven angels, dressed 
beautifully, belted with gold. One of the unusual four creatures gives them their bowls of the 
plagues, and smoke curls in, around, and through the Sanctuary. 

The crescendo continues. The angels pause. The earth is about to feel the final wrath of God. 

Are the people of Earth aware of what is coming to them at this point? Scripture doesn't say. We 
know that they have, in the course of this book, felt the judgment of God and have hidden, 
cringed, or called out and acknowledged him. Perhaps, before the final spilling of the bowls, there 
is a quietude on the planet. People trying to decide what to do next. Where to live. What would 
make them feel better in the midst of the destruction of the planet. Do any secretly call to the 
living God? 

We do not have to wait to call upon him. We can seek his face now. It isn't always a warm- 
cuddly feeling to come face to face with the God of All Creation, but it is so very worthwhile. 
Now is the time, you see, to do so. Now, before the sanctuary closes and the wrath of God pours 
down upon all men. 

The Sanctuary is shut. The angels wait. The tension mounts. 

The Book of Revelation
Study and Devotional Guide

74



This is going to hurt me more than it does you... 

Love comes in many forms. 

When I was a small child, a very tiny child, and I did something wrong, I was scolded. Sometimes 
yelled at. When I got older, if I struck my mother, she slapped the hand that had struck her, so 
that I understood the pain was associated with the misbehavior. This was effective, for I wanted 
to please my parents. I loved them. (Yes, I still do! ) 

My parents showed me love with their words. I always heard I was loved. My parents showed 
me love with their actions. I was cared for, pampered, nourished, entertained, and disciplined. 
Meaning...they taught me how to become a functional, contributing adult. 

Did love always feel pleasant? Of course not. It could be downright uncomfortable. 

It still is. As a parent, I am often called upon to give Cyclone (my older son) that look when he is 
acting inappropriately. Or rebuke him when he is in the wrong. I have even yelled at him, when 
he is being irrational. (The volume, you see, overrides his and so I am heard. This works with 
him, but doesn't work with everyone.) In my efforts to get him to see the errors of his ways (in 
terms of poor attitude/behavior/etc.) I have taken away privileges. I have added work. Whatever 
is required to make him understand the seriousness of the situation, in a manner that is deemed 
reasonable and just. 

Love isn't always comfortable for me. It isn't easy to be a parent, as any parent here can attest. 
We want to love our children, to share with them the wonder of life, the bounty of health, the 
contentment of accomplishment. We do. But children, as any child here can attest, do not always 
see the benefit of a parent's care for them. 

Love requires much from the lover. Love requires extraordinary outpouring of self. When God 
wanted to show the very best of his love, he sent his son, Jesus, to show us love in its most 
selfless form. Jesus' sacrifice for our sins was love in its most stunning execution. 

Revelation 16:1-11 (RSV) 
 1 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, "Go and pour out on the 

earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God." 2 So the first angel went and poured his bowl on the 
earth, and foul and evil sores came upon the men who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped 
its image. 3 The second angel poured his bowl into the sea, and it became like the blood of a dead 
man, and every living thing died that was in the sea. 4 The third angel poured his bowl into the 
rivers and the fountains of water, and they became blood. 5 And I heard the angel of water say, 

"Just art thou in these thy judgments, thou who art and wast, O Holy One. 6 For men have shed 
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the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink. It is their due!" 7 And 
I heard the altar cry, "Yea, Lord God the Almighty, true and just are thy judgments!" 

8 The fourth angel poured his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed to scorch men with fire; 9 men 
were scorched by the fierce heat, and they cursed the name of God who had power over these 
plagues, and they did not repent and give him glory. 10 The fifth angel poured his bowl on the 

throne of the beast, and its kingdom was in darkness; men gnawed their tongues in anguish 11 and 
cursed the God of heaven for their pain and sores, and did not repent of their deeds. 

"This is going to hurt me more than it hurts you." Now, the Lord God Almighty never says those 
words, but I know he loves us deeply. And to know of that love and to have it thrown back in 
his face has to hurt. God absorbs more pain than anyone will ever, ever know. 

He does not lash out, though. He has been trying, throughout the ages of man, to get the attention 
of a recalcitrant and stiff-necked people. Some think that the notion of a God of love is 
incompatible with a God of wrath. I don't think so. I think that anger is sometimes felt with love. 
For only with a beloved can you feel such a depth of emotion. Only for one so loved will you try 
so hard, over and over, to get their attention. 

The seven angels above begin pouring out their bowls upon the earth. Sores on the bodies of 
those marked by the Beast. Water turned to blood. Our own sun is given power to scorch those 
on the earth. Darkness -- total darkness -- descends upon the city of the beast. These are harsh 
expressions of wrath. 

But remember, God did not throw these severe judgments down without warning. He didn't start 
with such harsh methods. He began with less pervasive expressions of his anger. No less serious, 
but with the opportunity to repent. And indeed, sometimes, people do give the Lord the glory. 

Up until this time in the passage above. It is natural, we say as human beings, to be furious and 
curse one who is hurting us. And it is. But when you consider that his punishment, this wrath, is 
delivered by one who has done everything to get the attention of those punished, who has given 
even his son for their sakes, can you wonder at his anger at their continued rejection? They curse 
God, we read above. They blaspheme against him. 

And they're not even sorry for what they've done. They aren't just mad, they're not even 
acknowledging that there is any wrongdoing on their part. 

How hard their hearts must be. 

When I was punished, I didn't know how much it hurt my parents to do so. Not until later in my 
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life did I understand how difficult some modes of discipline must have been for them. Yet I did 
learn to repent of what I had done wrong. What I had done wrong repeatedly. I learned. I 
apologized. I was forgiven. 

Today, we have the opportunity to see the wrong in our lives and to repent of it. To tell our 
Creator, our Heavenly Father, that we are sorry. Truly. That we will try to do better. Truly. 
Today, we have the opportunity to ask his forgiveness. 

Later, in the future, the Bible shows us that there will be hearts who do not care for God's 
forgiveness. Don't let your heart be one of them. 

Your rejection hurts. And your punishment will truly hurt your Father more than you know. 
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Caught with your pants down...! 

Have you ever been in a position where you had absolutely no idea what was happening, and 
you were embarrassed by this nakedness of mind? Have you ever been in a place where you were 
ashamed because you were vastly unprepared? 

Perhaps it was at school. Oral reports on a topic you were to have researched. The teacher 
normally goes in alphabetical order and your last name starts with Z (I went to school with twins 
whose last name started with Z) and so you knew beyond all doubt that your report would not 
be required of you for a week. So it wasn't done. And half your grade or something rested on this 
report. Monday morning comes, your teacher gets creative and... You are the first one called 
upon to make your report. 

And there you are, sitting in your desk, pale or flushed, having to admit that you were not 
prepared. 

You had been caught with your pants down. 

In the sixteenth chapter of the Book of Revelation, we see seven angels pouring out the bowls of 
God's wrath. Not annoyance, but wrath. These are going to be his last plagues upon mankind. 
The last outpourings of his anger. His last expressions of vengeance. The sixth bowl deals 
primarily with the drying up of the Euphrates River to make way for the staging of the final 
battle in the place called Armageddon. 

But since this battle doesn't take place until chapter nineteen, I am going to just gloss it over, 
today. Instead, I'd like to focus attention on one verse that is sitting here in the middle of this 
judgment. 

Revelation 16:15 
"Look, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who is alert and remains clothed so that he 

may not go naked, and they see his shame." 

Why here? Why does Christ give this warning for John to take note of here? Here at the staging 
of a battle? 

The gathering of these armies is a signal for Christ's coming, I read. In order to emphasize this, 
Jesus makes sure to warn the reader that this is going to be the case. He doesn't want his coming 
to take his people off guard, he wants them ready. 

Coming like a thief means, of course, that he will be coming without an announcement. It does 
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not necessarily mean coming in the dead of night, or coming in stealth. Just coming without an 
announcement. His coming may astonish many...in unpleasant ways. Hence he says to stay alert. 
Don't be unclothed. Another term used instead of naked is indecent. 

Does this mean we need to always keep a pair of pants handy?  I don't think that's the 
issue, here. I believe the issue is that we need to always been ready to be seen. By God. So that 
we can stand before him and before our fellow men without shame. We need to refrain from being 
indecent. From acting in a way that we would rather keep private, hidden, out of the eyes of man.
 
All things done in the dark will be brought to light, we are told in Scripture. And darkness and 
light are both visible to God; nothing his hidden from him. Decent and indecent; he sees 
everything. 

The warning here, then, is to live in such a way as the sudden return of the Messiah will not take 
you shamefully. Oh, we'll all be surprised. Flabbergasted, even. Those who have been preparing 
for his return will be taken aback, too, I'm sure. Not unpleasantly, I hope, but even so. When 
Jesus returns, it'll be a heart stopping moment. 

Let your surprise come solely from the timing, and not from your nakedness. Don't be caught 
standing before the Lord with your pants down. 
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"It is done!" 

Then the seventh poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the sanctuary, 
from the throne, saying, "It is done!" -- Revelation 16:17 

*~* 
Whenever I read this passage, I am always, always reminded of Jesus on the cross, calling out, "It 
is finished!" when he "yielded up his spirit." (John 19:30) When Christ called this -- I believe it 
was not a whimper, but a lung-filled shout, personally -- he was saying that his sacrifice was 
finished, yes. But I believe he was also saying that his Father's plan was finished for the 
redemption of Man. From the days of Adam getting kicked out of Eden, we read that God had 
planned for a savior, for a person who could be the anointed sacrifice to atone for the sins of all 
of mankind. In Christ's death, that sacrifice had been made. It was finished. 

Here, at the other end of the Bible from Genesis, in the Book of Revelation, we read of "a 
voice...from the throne" saying that, once again, God's plan is finished. But this time, it happens 
at the Very End, I believe. In Christ, God's plan of redemption is finished. But at the seventh 
bowl, God's world is torn apart in order that he might make a new one. 

Revelation 16:18-20 
8 There were lightnings, rumblings, and thunders. And a severe earthquake occurred like no other 
since man has been on the earth--so great was the quake. 19 The great city split into three parts, 
and the cities of the nations fell. Babylon the Great was remembered in God's presence; He gave 

her the cup filled with the wine of His fierce anger. 20 Every island fled, and the mountains 
disappeared. 

What I see here is that the very ground, the bedrock upon which we stand, will be shaken. Islands 
and mountains will disappear from view. Depopulated though the earth will be, to a great extent, 
due to all the prior plagues and judgments, many will still perish in such a geologic cataclysm, I 
imagine. Or if not, I still think there will be a huge loss of real estate. 

"The great city" spoken of here has been interpreted in different ways. It could be Old Babylon, 
or the New Babylon. Some have said it will be Jerusalem or maybe Rome. Scripture doesn't say, 
specifically. Just that it will be split into three parts. Imagine, the ground under such a city as 
any of the above splitting into three parts! And Babylon, personified as an adulterous woman in 
this book, will be given the wine of God's fierce anger. This could just be a reiteration of this 
bowl of wrath; that God is here giving the unrepentant due punishment for their sins. 

Will any repent? Will any here cry out, at last, to God? 
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verse 21: 
Enormous hailstones, each weighing about 100 pounds, fell from heaven on the people, and they 

blasphemed God for the plague of hail because that plague was extremely severe. 

What I see here is that people will not repent. They will not cry out their apologies to their 
Creator. They will, again, blaspheme God. In this verse, the word is used to speak evil of God. I 
have read in history books that people who are under excruciating pain will say anything to make 
that pain go away. Anything. Yet here, the hearts of the people are so very hard that they will 
not even try to say what might please God, though we read elsewhere in this book that people 
will acknowledge the God of Heaven's hand in all these judgments. So, the people here in this 
verse will know it is God who is punishing them but they refuse to beg his pardon for anything 
they are doing. 

Their chances, though, have run out. For in this judgment, in this last bowl of wrath, God has 
said it is done. 

*~* 

There is much more to come, in this book. Remember, the events herein are not presented in 
precise chronological order. We read above of major geologic upheaval, yet in the chapters to 
follow we will read of other events that will likely precede this last bowl. But before we read of 
them, the Lord wanted John -- and us! -- to know that he, God Almighty, will finish what he 
began. 

He will finish what he began in terms of creation, and in terms of each individual on earth who 
has pledged themselves to him. If you have taken on the name of Christ, you are his and he has 
begun a work in you and for you. He will finish it; do not ever be concerned about his 
commitment to you! He will finish it, but we are imperfect beings and it takes a lot of work to 
make a Masterpiece. 

God is faithful, though. He is. Let him work in you and through you to complete what he has 
planned. 
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Dress her as you like, she's still a harlot.

Seduction can be sweet. If the seducer is really good, it will also be beautiful. 

You might have seen an expert, before, without knowing it. Perfectly beautiful, or at least eye- 
catching in some manner. Clothes that fit it the most excellent way, quality in every line. Tasteful 
jewelry, obvious gems, but not too obvious. A clientele of the discreet and generous. The 
"companion" will be well-taught in the arts of captivation. 

She may wear many names, but in her heart, she is a prostitute. A whore. 

And in the Book of Revelation, her name is Babylon, Seducer of Man. 

Revelation 17:1-6 
1 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and spoke with me: "Come, I will 
show you the judgment of the notorious prostitute who sits on many waters. 2 The kings of the 
earth committed sexual immorality with her, and those who live on the earth became drunk on the 
wine of her sexual immorality." 3 So he carried me away in the Spirit to a desert. I saw a woman 
sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names, having seven heads and 10 
horns. 4 The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, adorned with gold, precious stones, and 
pearls. She had a gold cup in her hand filled with everything vile and with the impurities of her 
prostitution. 5 On her forehead a cryptic name was written: 6 Then I saw that the woman was 
drunk on the blood of the saints and on the blood of the witnesses to Jesus. When I saw her, I 

was utterly astounded. 

We know that in this text above, this city means Rome, due to the "cryptic name" on her 
forehead. Roman prostitutes in the first century would often wear a chain or other item with their 
names on it, right there on their forehead. This was for ... yes, you remember ... a mark of 
identification. (Sound familiar?) 

The judgment spoken of above is the same type of judgment prophesied by Jeremiah, concerning 
the fall of Babylon of Old. The kings are mostly likely representative of all the kings swallowed 
and/or seduced by the Roman Empire during its centuries of conquest. The "bearing away" is 
generally a verb used in terms of angels at the death of someone, or in a great spiritual ecstasy. 
Here, I am guessing the latter is the better interpretation. 

The woman is sitting on a beast, who is covered in blasphemies -- terms, phrases, expressions 
that in any way speak against the Lord God Almighty. The woman, the harlot, is dressed 
beautifully, lushly, for her time, and she carries a gold cup. But at what cost? She is drunk on the 
blood of martyrs. Drunk on it. 
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John, who has seen so very much to this point, is astounded by her. 

Now, this is a very simple passage of scripture to understand, because the angel actually explains 
this to John. Here is what he says: 

Revelation 17:7-18 
7 Then the angel said to me, "Why are you astounded? I will tell you the secret meaning of the 

woman and of the beast, with the seven heads and the 10 horns, that carries her. 8 The beast that 
you saw was, and is not, and is about to come up from the abyss and go to destruction. Those 
who live on the earth whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of 
the world will be astounded when they see the beast that was, and is not, and will be present 
again. 9 "Here is the mind with wisdom: the seven heads are seven mountains on which the 
woman is seated. 10 They are also seven kings: five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet 

come, and when he comes, he must remain for a little while. 11 The beast that was and is not, is 
himself the eighth, yet is of the seven and goes to destruction. 12 The 10 horns you saw are 10 
kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but they will receive authority as kings with the 

beast for one hour. 13 These have one purpose, and they give their power and authority to the 
beast. 

14 These will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will conquer them because he is Lord of 
lords and King of kings. Those with him are called and elect and faithful." 15 He also said to me, 

"The waters you saw, where the prostitute was seated, are peoples, multitudes, nations, and 
languages. 16 The 10 horns you saw, and the beast, will hate the prostitute. They will make her 
desolate and naked, devour her flesh, and burn her up with fire. 17 For God has put it into their 
hearts to carry out His plan by having one purpose, and to give their kingdom to the beast until 
God's words are accomplished. 18 And the woman you saw is the great city that has an empire 

over the kings of the earth." 

So. The beast is not a new thing on the earth, we read. He will be returning, if only for his own 
destruction (the details of which will soon be forthcoming in this book). 

The series of kings that has come already is believed to end, possibly with Domitian, who was 
emperor at the time of John's writing. He was often perceived to be a reincarnation of Nero, by 
those who held to those things. The ten kings mentioned haven't yet received a kingdom, but will 
for one hour...a very short period of time, even in Daniel's seventieth week. Have they received 
their kingdoms, only to pass away already, or will all ten receive a kingdom in the last days, 
granted by the Beast or the Dragon? Scripture doesn't specify, here, but I am inclined to believe it 
is the latter, again. Their sole purpose will be to give honor and glory to the Antichrist, 
ultimately, and that will happen in the Last Days. 
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The woman, though...? The woman will be left desolate, naked, and alone. And then she will be 
destroyed in her humiliation. She may have looked beautiful for a time. She may have granted 
many favors and had many friends. Ultimately, though, she was a tool of seduction. A whore. 

Today, there are many seductions in the world. Many temptations. Many siren-songs that 
would call us from where we know we should be, what we should do, and where we should 
spend our resources (of all types.) Are we enriching a whore with our valuables or are we putting 
our treasure in the kingdom's coffers? I am not meaning to "sell all you have and give to the 
poor." That directive was for one man in particular in one instance. But we should be seeking to 
please our Creator with what he has given us. 

As lovely as other pursuits might appear, dressed up and alluring, in the end, they are 
instruments of seduction, designed to distract you from what should be your faithful relationship 
with God. That will be the only relationship that will matter, in the end. 

The Book of Revelation
Study and Devotional Guide

84



It's a small request, really.

Then I heard another voice from heaven saying, "Come out of her, my people, lest you take part 
in her sins, lest you share in her plagues -- Revelation 18:4 

The eighteenth chapter of the Book of Revelation details the extent of God's wrath against 
Babylon the Great. 

As in the discussion of taking the Mark of the Beast, this, too, gets a great deal of attention in 
this book of twenty-two chapters. The blood shed, the woe of the merchants who have made 
money from trade with Babylon, the point made that never again will there be any light, music, or 
beauty in this city... All of it can be read here. 

All of it is easily understood. 

So, very briefly, I wanted to touch on the one verse that leapt out to me when I was studying 
this chapter. It is the seventh verse, quoted above. 

God's voice. He's asking something very basic of his people. He's giving cause for his request. It 
isn't hard. It isn't a great act of heroism, nor a huge sacrifice of life that he is demanding in this 
verse. Yet I believe it will be very hard for people to actually accede to, when it is time. 

"Come out of her." 

What does this mean? It means to willingly, obediently leave the life, the temptations, offered by 
Babylon. Or, to bring it closer to life today, to willingly and obediently leave any sin in your life 
that you know will be punished by God. 

He will punish all sins that have not been forgiven, know that. But the punishment meted out to 
Babylon, in front of the watching world, will be severe. 

The Lord God Almighty loves his people, deeply, passionately, intimately. He does not wish 
them to be ashamed. He does not wish them to be visited by the plagues that will beset Babylon. 
He wishes them...he wishes US...to love him enough to leave what is unholy in his eyes. To 
willingly, lovingly obey. 

He wants us to live for HIM, not for our own selfish desires. Babylon caters to selfishness, to 
self-aggrandizement, to self-promotion. We are to live for God and our fellow man. Big 
difference. 

Please, take a moment and read the entire chapter. Be warned of what the Lord has in 
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store for Babylon the Great Prostitute. Be fully cognizant of the penalties she will bear. 

And then, please, focus on God's request for you: Come out of her. Leave that way of life. 
Repent. The Lord will forgive you anything. Come out of her...and live. 
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Getting ready for a war...and a wedding! 

When Cyclone was a little guy and Toy Story 2 was in the movie theater, I took him to see it. 
Cyclone has an excellent concept of how to craft a story. He has a thorough grip on conflict, 
climax, and resolution. It's outstanding. So when I took him to see Toy Story 2, I was proud to 
see how he was able to analyze the conflicts and their resolutions in the film. He was five when 
the movie came out. 

We watched the movie, and in spite of the prohibition against talking during the film, he still had 
to whisper up to me, "That's five problems, now!" and later, "Down to two problems!" 

It was very exciting to him to watch the story as a whole progress and watch the mini-conflicts 
get handled in an intelligible fashion. I think he found six separate "problems" that were solved in 
the course of the movie. It was very cool. 

I wonder if John was keeping a similar record, somewhere in his conscious or subconscious, while 
he was in the midst of this revelatory vision from the Lord. He heard about seven area churches, 
then was whisked up to Heaven, and there he has been witness to events spanning time and 
space and ... wow! And most recently, he watched an extensive warning about the destruction of 
Babylon. Was he able to do a countdown of "problems" and "solutions" as Cyclone did? I don't 
know. I don't think I could have, in his place. 

Revelation 19:1-4 
1 After this I heard something like the loud voice of a vast multitude in heaven, saying: 
Hallelujah! Salvation, glory, and power belong to our God, 2 because His judgments are true and 
righteous, because He has judged the notorious prostitute who corrupted the earth with her 
sexual immorality; and He has avenged the blood of His servants that was on her hands. 3 A 
second time they said: Hallelujah! Her smoke ascends forever and ever! 4 Then the 24 elders and 
the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who is seated on the throne, saying: 
Amen! Hallelujah! 

Above, we read of the closing of the Judgment on Babylon chapter. Additionally, we are 
reminded of the 24 elders and the 4 living creatures who are in front of God's throne in Heaven. 

But something new is added that we hadn't seen before: a vast multitude. This would mean that 
Heaven is likely populated with those who were harvested from the earth. The believers in Christ 
who have been brought to Heaven. Cheering. 

Hallelujah! Salvation, glory and power belong to our God! 
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Now, if you have ever been to a football game in a big stadium...a BIG stadium...where there was 
a chant of some sort going, you might have an inkling of what John was hearing. But in a stadium, 
you can number the voices. In heaven, the roar will be from a multitude that have no number. 
What a sound! 

It is followed by the awesome-but-not-likely-quite-as-loud affirmation from the elders and the 
creatures, who echo the praise of God. 

Then, the multitude shouted again: 

6 Then I heard something like the voice of a vast multitude, like the sound of cascading waters, 
and like the rumbling of loud thunder, saying: Hallelujah--because our Lord God, the Almighty, 

has begun to reign! 7 Let us be glad, rejoice, and give Him glory, because the marriage of the Lamb 
has come, and His wife has prepared herself. 

The bride will wear fine, pure linen that stands for the righteous acts of the saints. That means 
that all those who are saints -- those who belong to Christ -- contribute to the beauty of 
Christ's bride. I think that's a lovely thought. 

The angel (who explained the judgment of Babylon to John) addressed him again. 

9 Then he said to me, "Write: Blessed are those invited to the marriage feast of the Lamb!" He 
also said to me, "These words of God are true." 10 Then I fell at his feet to worship him, but he 

said to me, "Don't do that! I am a fellow slave with you and your brothers who have the 
testimony about Jesus. Worship God, because the testimony about Jesus is the spirit of 

prophecy." 

Angels are awe-inspiring, yes. But they are not to be venerated. They are servants -- big ones, 
shining ones, powerful ones, but servants, not worthy of worship. 
I feel a bit like my elder son must have felt at the movies, that day long ago. Issues are closed, 
new ones are opened, and I can only watch, rapt, with a dazed sort of light in my eyes. Churches. 

Seals. Trumpets. Bowls. Good guys. Bad guys. Babylon. And coming soon... a war and a 
wedding. 
And people think the Bible is boring! 

Worship God, the angel said. Learn about him. Read his word. Talk to him. Listen. God loves 
you. It's that simple, and that amazing. 
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Conventional Weapons? I don't think so. 

I know not with what weapons World War III will be fought, but World War IV will be fought 
with sticks and stones.  Albert Einstein 

US (German-born) physicist (1879 - 1955) 

Einstein was a brilliant man who could see beyond the surface of things to their causes. He could 
predict how things would develop and move, strictly by understanding the basics... Complex as 
math and physics are, they are the basics. 

Today, as every day, there is war. I don't mean to say this as if the current war being waged is 
not important -- it is. Each battle fought, each life given, is vastly important. The world has 
always known war and its devastation. In the quote above, Einstein proposes that WW III will 
be one of obliteration, very likely, so that any subsequent war will have to be fought with the 
most primitive of weapons, because only the primitive weapons will be available. 

The Bible says otherwise, I believe. 

Revelation 19:11-15 
11 Then I saw heaven opened, and there was a white horse! Its rider is called Faithful and True, 
and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were like a fiery flame, and on His 

head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knows except Himself. 13 He wore a 
robe stained with blood, and His name is called the Word of God. 14 The armies that were in 
heaven followed Him on white horses, wearing pure white linen. 15 From His mouth came a 
sharp sword, so that with it He might strike the nations. He will shepherd them with an iron 

scepter. He will also trample the winepress of the fierce anger of God, the Almighty. 

After a buildup that has gone on for a while, suddenly, there will be war. War is not unfamiliar to 
us. Right now, many of us are affected by the current wars waged in different places around the 
world. Friends and family might be serving "over there." Prayer lists are filled with names and 
units. E-cards are sent to anonymous warriors, in the hopes that someone's day will be 
brightened a bit. War touches us all. 

It is being fought without global-annihilation weapons, though, and that's a blessing. 

How many wars will be fought before the final one, shown in this chapter? I cannot say. What I 
can say is that the last battle fought on earth will be fought -- and won -- by the rider on the 
white horse, whose name is Faithful and True. How will it be won? Scripture says that armies 
follow him, but that it is the sword of his word that will conquer, not the might of the armies of 
heaven. 
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verses 16-21 
16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF 
LORDS 17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he cried out in a loud voice, saying to all 

the birds flying in mid-heaven, "Come, gather together for the great supper of God, 18 so that 
you may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of commanders, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of 
horses and of their riders, and the flesh of everyone, both free and slave, small and great." 19 
Then I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies gathered together to wage war 

against the rider on the horse and against His army. 20 But the beast was taken prisoner, and 
along with him the false prophet, who had performed signs on his authority, by which he 

deceived those who accepted the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. Both of 
them were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. 21 The rest were killed with 
the sword that came from the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds were filled with 

their flesh. 

It will not be pretty, but it will be definitive. In the end, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords -- 
Jesus the Messiah -- will win through the sheer power, might, and authority of his word. The 
Beast and the False Prophet will be captured and punished. Those who opposed the Lord will be 
slain. Pretty? No. It will be war, however it is fought. 

Sticks and stones will not be used. Just the Word of the Lord. How amazing is that? 

Something else I noticed while studying: Much attention in the world is given to this great battle 
sometimes called Armageddon. But Scripture doesn't dwell on it overmuch. Much more "air time" 
is given to the Mark of the Beast and the consequences of accepting it and to the sinfulness of 
Babylon and her downfall. This leads me to believe that, to God, the important thing is not how 
the battle ends (for that has been prophesied), but how we live our lives before that battle takes 
place. 

Let that be our priority, too. 
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Locked up! 

"Lock 'im up!" 

It may not be a direct quote, but it's a phrase we will recognize anyway. Jail time. Prison. "The 
Big House," one cable station calls it. The Lock Up. Getting put away. 

For us, here on earth, being put "behind bars" is what happens when we are caught breaking the 
law, to one degree or another. Judges and juries decide how long a felon is to be imprisoned, and 
we consider that to be as fair as possible, for the most part. 

In the Bible, the Judge is the Creator. God, Lord of Heaven and Earth. You can't get any better 
than that, for he judges not only the actions, but the motives, and so his judgments are true. 

Revelation 20:1-6 
1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven with the key to the abyss and a great chain in 

his hand. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him 
for 1,000 years. 3 He threw him into the abyss, closed it, and put a seal on it so that he would no 
longer deceive the nations until the 1,000 years were completed. After that, he must be released 
for a short time. 4 Then I saw thrones, and people seated on them who were given authority to 
judge. I also saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony about 

Jesus and because of God's word, who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and who had 
not accepted the mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with the 
Messiah for 1,000 years. 5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the 1,000 years were 
completed. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first 

resurrection! The second death has no power over these, but they will be priests of God and the 
Messiah, and they will reign with Him for 1,000 years. 

The angel above would function, I suppose, as a bailiff (to continue the court theme). His is the 
job of locking the dragon away. The scripture above clearly states that the dragon is Satan, the 
Accuser. His prison? The Abyss. It is not a new place. The legion of demons knew of it in Luke 
8, and they didn't want to go there, either. His sentence? One thousand years. 

This millennia is where a great deal of controversy has begun. Amillennialism. Premillennialism. 
Postmillennialism. Are we now living in a time spanning this thousand years? Does it matter? 
Has it happened already? Will it happen in the future? I have read all those views, and I have read 
their supporting statements. What scripture says, here, is that the 1000 will be completed, and 
the verb is a future-tense verb form. So that would mean, to John the writer, that this 1000 years 
had not yet happened at the time of the vision. That much the reader can comprehend. The 
millennium spoken of above is a time free from the presence of Satan. He will be kept from 
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deceiving the nations, we read above. 

As I look through history, there has never been a time that was free from the influence of The 
Deceiver. So for me, I say that this time has not yet happened. It is, then, something to look 
forward to in the future. However, to the Lord, a day is like a thousand years, we read, and the 
temporal references of God are beyond our comprehension. I still maintain that this time has not 
yet happened, but that it will happen. 

Also in this passage, we see those who died as martyrs, being called to reign for this thousand 
years. They had died a death for the cause of Christ, and were allowed a special privilege of being 
resurrected before anyone else. 

What? More than one resurrection? That's what the Bible says. We read before of 144,000 who 
were called the first fruits of the harvest, because their lives were pure from defilement. We read 
here of those who died martyrs because of their refusal to take the mark of the beast. (See? It 
keeps coming up...please be aware that this is important!) Were the 144,000 chosen as first fruits 
resurrected first? Well, they show that way in the great harvest. And here we read of another 
special group who are resurrected before the others who died. The scripture clearly says: This is 
the first resurrection. 

Scholars differ mightily over this. For some, this first resurrection is of the righteous only, leaving 
those who died outside of the faith in death until the thousand years are over. For others, this is 
the first resurrection of the righteous, too, and only the martyrs will be raised up. Some see this 
as corresponding to the Apostle Paul's great catching up in 1 Thessalonians 4:16, where the living 
are caught up into the air and are given their new, "glorified" bodies, such as Christ had upon his 
resurrection. 

Whoever it is that is resurrected in this time, they will be blessed and will reign with Christ for 
1000 years. It should be a fairly quiet time, since Satan, the ultimate "bad guy" will be 
imprisoned. 

For us, we need to remember that these days are infiltrated by The Deceiver. He will be caught. 
He will be imprisoned. He will ultimately lose... But for now, he's out there. Be wary. 
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Fire insurance? 

Fire from heaven. Burning sulfur. Brimstone (which is burning sulfur). A lake of fire. Lurid 
pictures immortalized by the likes of William Blake all the way down to a Kindergartner's 
imaginings. 

Some say that they come to ask Jesus into their hearts as Savior out of fear of this burning. They 
call it "fire insurance."
 
"I don't want to burn forever!" 

Well, neither does Satan, but he's going to burn. We already know the end of his story. 

Revelation 20:7-11 
7 When the 1,000 years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to 

deceive the nations at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle. 
Their number is like the sand of the sea. 9 They came up over the surface of the earth and 

surrounded the encampment of the saints, the beloved city. Then fire came down from heaven 
and consumed them. 10 The Devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur 
where the beast and the false prophet are, and they will be tormented day and night forever and 

ever. 

Satan will be imprisoned, as we read yesterday. At the end of the thousand years, he will be set 
free for a short time to "deceive the nations." Again, some people think that this is the time we 
are living in now. I don't believe so, because the time without deception hasn't happened, yet. 

So Satan will gather people from everywhere -- apparently, even after having lived through a time 
of peace, there will be folks willing to follow the Great Deceiver -- and give it the Old College 
Try or something. He wants...again!...to fight. To see how many he can conquer, perhaps, before 
his inevitable end. 

Those he persuades, recruits, gathers, will converge to do battle. But to no purpose, for fire will 
come from heaven and consume them all. No discussion. No diplomacy. No more chances. 

Satan himself will be thrown into a lake of fire, scripture says, to join his creatures, the beast and 
the false prophet. It will not be a pleasure swim. It will be a place of torment. I am guessing that  
Satan will consider that even his millennium of imprisonment to have been a holiday in 
comparison. 

Who will join them? We will find out soon. The interesting thing to me, here, is that people will 
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STILL want to follow The Accuser, even after all that time. His following will be enormous, like 
the sands of the seas. 

Don't be one of them. A relationship with Jesus may have started for you or someone you know 
as a "fire insurance policy," but it doesn't have to stay that way. Come to know the Messiah. 
Come to love him and be friends with him. You will be blessed in him, not burned. 
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Hades:  Place or Person? 

When we were kids, Canyon Man, my brother, and I would say "Hades" instead of saying 
"Hell." Hell, of course, was a Bad Word for kids when I was growing up, and we would never use 
it. When I got older, Hell became a place-name, and I use it in that context. 

Hades, though, used to be our replacement word in childhood. Some people continue to use it as 
a replacement word. What does it mean, though? I went to Wikipedia to see what is "current" for 
this term. 

Hades is of Greek derivation, and means “unseen”  if it does not refer to the god of the dead of 
mythology. It evolved to mean the place of the dead, traditionally.  (My paraphrase.) 

So, in the Bible's book of Revelation, Hades can be read as something "unseen," or as the 
designated place for those who were dead. (I am not referring to the god of the dead, here, as 
Christ would not, naturally, have referred to Hades as a person, so neither would John.) Those 
two definitions would have been understood in the time of the writing of this book, as it was 
written originally in and for a culture that still understood and spoke Greek. It is also seen as the 
abode of the unrighteous, in the Bible, as is pointed out in Luke 16. 

Keep all of this in mind for the following passage. 

Revelation 20:11-15 
11 Then I saw a great white throne and One seated on it. Earth and heaven fled from His 

presence, and no place was found for them. 12 I also saw the dead, the great and the small, 
standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book 
of life, and the dead were judged according to their works by what was written in the books. 13 

Then the sea gave up its dead, and Death and Hades gave up their dead; all were judged according 
to their works. 14 Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, 
the lake of fire. 15 And anyone not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of 

fire. 

Remember -- always remember -- that the chronology of events in this book are sketchy. We 
have come to a place and time when Satan has been sent to the Lake of Fire to burn forever and 
ever, scripture says. This is not a temporary sentence, as the imprisonment was. The words used 
are "forever and ever." 

Above, we turn our attention to everything and everyone else.

There is a throne. Who is on it? The name of God is not mentioned, but it is understood that the 
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Lord is on the throne. Earth and Heaven flee. Does this mean that they are destroyed? We read 
later that there will be a new Heaven and a new Earth. So if all the souls are, at this point in the 
narrative, before the Throne of God, then perhaps this is in a different place, and there is no place 
left for anyone or anything else just now. 

Before the throne are all the dead. Important and meek. Famous and unknown. All stand before 
the Judgment Seat of God. John gives us no number, here. There would be a virtual sea of these 
souls, though, I'm sure. Books were opened. What books? I wonder if some of them were the 
books of deeds done by each of these people. That would include the thoughts of their hearts, the 
secret things done out of the sight of anyone...all things will be remembered. My personal 
opinion is that each of these people will be made to hear their deeds, read like evidence, as they 
will be judged by them. 

The only book that is given a name in this passage is the Book of Life. This is held to be the 
Book wherein the names of all those who have accepted Christ as their Savior are written. This is 
the book of those who have asked for and received forgiveness for their sins. This does not mean 
that those who are in this book will not have their deeds examined! They will! But their sins -- 
the "bad deeds" of their life have been forgiven, washed away and out of the record. The deeds 
that are left will be those that will be judged. 

The sea and Hades gave up their dead, we read in this passage. Hades, then, could indeed be 
another word for "hell," but it is Hell in a sense of a place of waiting. No one who has died up 
until this time of judgment has lived in torment until their acts are judged. All those who have 
died were in a place of waiting. Hades. An unseen place. Perhaps another term might be 
"Abraham's bosom." I do not believe that the dead people have been conscious of waiting and 
waiting and waiting over the millennia. I believe that they were dead and the next thing they 
know, they're in the presence of the Throne of Judgment. 

When they had given up their dead, the places where souls had waited were throne into the fire, 
too. Their purpose had been served. Death is the "last enemy" and it will have lost its sting. 
Hades is gone and there will never again be a fear of death, since they are gone. 

But what of the people who are being judged, here? 

All of their deeds are examined. Will they go to Heaven or will they be consigned to the second 
death, the Lake of Fire, and follow? 

In the Book of Daniel (12:2), we read that the dead will awake to everlasting life AND everlasting 
death. Shame. Contempt. Those whose names are not written in the Book of Life will be subject 
to this everlasting death, prophesied by Daniel. 
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Scripture says that they, too, will be sent to the Lake of Fire. 

Now, I know many who will say this is vastly unfair. Horrible for a God of Love and Justice. To 
our small, narrow, human minds, I can understand that assessment. But remember, these are 
people who will be before GOD ALMIGHTY. Their every deed, every thought, every motive 
will be laid bare before the most knowing eyes in eternity. I believe that we will all, those under 
grace and those not under grace, will feel shame and humiliation and a huge sense of... I Am So 
Wrong! when faced with the Judge of Eternity. I truly believe that we will all deserve 
condemnation. 

But you do not have to suffer under condemnation. Those who have accepted that they ARE 
wrong and HAVE fallen short of perfection and have admitted to their need for Jesus' sacrifice on 
their behalf and have accepted it.... Those people will be in that other book up there. The Book 
of Life. 

Those whose names are in it will not perish. They will not experience this second death. For 
them, there will be a time of shame, yes, but also a time of deep thanksgiving, for their souls will 
rejoice in their freedom. 

Now, I do not know about "special circumstances." I do know that God is always just and 
always fair, though we might not "get it" until we meet him. I do not believe in a universal last 
minute "Oh, you know guys, I know I promised a second death but now that we've had our little 
chat, I can't do it. Everyone, go through those pearly gates. Showers on the left, chow on the 
right." 

After all that our Creator has done, I don't see that happening. It isn't anywhere in his word. 
What he does promise is life for those who have accepted his free gift and death for those who 
have rejected it. 

That's what his word says. What he is saving or has sealed up as a surprise is certainly up to 
him; he is God! But I'm not counting on a last-minute reprieve for anyone who has heard of his 
Son and has chosen, willfully, to reject him. 

Those who reject him will not be sent to hang out forever in some nebulous, unseen place called 
Hades. Not forever. Hades will be cast into the fire, and then where will they be? Standing, 
unshielded and naked, before the God of their Creation, who knows everything secret about 
them. 
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I can only imagine

MercyMe said it better than I can in their song "I Can Only Imagine." I cannot quote their lyrics 
without express permission, so I encourage you to find the song online and listen. 

Heaven and Earth fled from before the great white throne in chapter twenty of Revelation. They 
come back in chapter twenty-one. That sounds odd, perhaps. Yes, it does. But when you are a 
craft of the Creator God, nothing is impossible, right? 

Revelation 21:1-5 
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and the sea existed no longer. 2 I also saw the Holy City, new Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God, prepared like a bride adorned for her husband. 3 Then I heard a loud voice 

from the throne: Look! God's dwelling is with men, and He will live with them. They will be His 
people, and God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear 

from their eyes. Death will exist no longer; grief, crying, and pain will exist no longer, because the 
previous things have passed away. 5 Then the One seated on the throne said, "Look! I am making 

everything new." He also said, "Write, because these words are faithful and true." 

Something to note, here: The Bride of Christ appears to be Jerusalem, the Holy City. Christians 
are called the Body of Christ, with each member of the body having a function. Jerusalem will be 
adorned, though, lavishly. All brides are ravishing on their wedding day, especially to their 
grooms! 

A voice calls out from Heaven that God will live with men from this point onward. There will be 
no more death, mourning, crying, or pain. In the chronology of Revelation, then, this comes near 
the end. No more death, we read. Death has been thrown into the Lake of Fire. And after the time 
of judgment, all the tears will be wiped away. I can only imagine what it will be like to have all 
the sorrows of our lives gone, totally, from us. God assures us that he is making everything new. 
Brand new. Clean, fresh and perfect. 

If the book ended right there, I think everyone would be content and sigh happily, saying, "What 
a great letter." The Good Guys are in Heaven, happy and new; the Bad Guys have been 
punished, and they'll all live happily ever after, right? 

Well, not quite. There's more. 

6 And He said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I 
will give to the thirsty from the spring of living water as a gift. 7 The victor will inherit these 

things, and I will be his God, and he will be My son. 8 But the cowards, unbelievers, vile, 
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murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars--their share will be in the lake that 
burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death." 

Jesus Christ is the Alpha and Omega. The first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. As he was 
at the beginning of Creation, so he is here at the completion of God's great plan. What a mighty 
perspective that gives him! He will grant the victor -- the people, really, who have now arrived in 
Heaven, their races won -- all that there is in Heaven. It will be an amazing inheritance. I can only 
imagine how blown away everyone will be. 

Everyone including those who do not make it past the throne of judgment. Verse eight above 
clearly states who will not be joining the victors at the springs of fresh water. 

Why does the Lord have to put this in as a reminder? Why does he feel it necessary to once again 
point out that all will NOT be living "happily ever after?" 

I think it's because he knows his people. We seek the good ending. The happy ending. We want 
everyone to have all the loose ends tied up neatly, packaged for consumption and pleasure. 
That's lovely in a fairy tale. The Bible, though, isn't a fairy tale. It's a book of the long 
relationship between God and his creation. A book of promises, covenants, love, trust, 
disobedience, penalty, and redemption. It's an enormous history. 

At the end, even after we read that Death and Hades are cast away, the Lord knows he needs to 
remind his people, the readers in John's time and the readers today, that not everyone will make 
it into heaven. They have to be aware of this fact. Many will be burning, for that will be the 
second death. 

You see, there is no "oblivion" for the cowards, the unbelievers, the liars. No simple winking out 
of existence. There will be suffering, we read. Even if you do NOT believe, there will be suffering. 
I imagine that the unbelief will have been cleared up by this time, however. In fact, I can 
guarantee it. Scripture says that "every knee shall bow and every tongue confess" that Jesus 
Christ is Lord. Every single person on earth will acknowledge him. Every single one. 

So if you do not believe today and are living life outside of a relationship with Jesus, then know 
that you will have no choice but to believe. I pray that you come to bow your knee to him and 
confess him as your savior before you reach his throne. For then, it shall be too late. 

I can only imagine how it will be, both inside the Holy City and elsewhere, when that day comes. 
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Here comes the bride! 

There is something really amazing about waiting for a bride to come down the aisle. I've been that 
bride once, but I've waited for her...wow, I don't know how many times. As maid of honor, as 
bridesmaid, as the singer at the ceremony, as a family member, as a guest. Nothing can take the 
place of being at a wedding, waiting to see the bride. Even if you already know what her dress 
looks like because you helped her pick it out. 

Jesus Christ has been waiting for his bride for eons. But he isn't the only one who will be anxious 
to see her! John, too, gets the privilege of waiting for the Bride of Christ and seeing her arrayed in 
all her beauty for her bridegroom. 

Revelation 21:9 (RSV) 
9 Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and 

spoke to me, saying, "Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb." 

There follows a gorgeous description, including the gems used in the gates, the dimensions of the 
city, Jerusalem, and the stunning beauty she will bring to Christ on the day she is presented to 
him, holy and beloved. Click the link above and read verses 10 - 23 to see it all. 

That is all amazing. People have used this passage to paint pictures, write poetry, and tell stories 
about what life will be like in Heaven. But that isn't all that John is shown of this place. 

verses 24-27 (RSV) 
24 By its light shall the nations walk; and the kings of the earth shall bring their glory into it, 25 
and its gates shall never be shut by day--and there shall be no night there; 26 they shall bring into 
it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27 But nothing unclean shall enter it, nor any one who 
practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.

 
It will be filled with the nations of the world, from all times. The best from all eras of the world 
will be found there, in this Eternal City. We will be a diverse group, there. And it will be safe. We 
know this because the gates will never be shut, as they would be if there were anything at all to 
fear. Nothing profane -- nothing that goes against or speaks against God -- will be there. Nothing 
that is a lie. The only ones who will be there -- mark this! -- will be those who are written in the 
Lamb's Book of Life. 

Do not be misled. The serpent in the Garden of Eden told Eve that if she ate the fruit, she 
wouldn't die, but would be like God, knowing all things. That sounded really good to her. She 
believed the serpent, the creature of The Great Deceiver. The Enemy. 
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Today, the lies are different, subtle, but at heart they are the same lie: If you try what you should 
not, go against what God has specifically told you, you won't be kept out of Heaven. 

Eve did not die the moment she took a bite of the forbidden fruit, but she did die. If you try to 
rationalize not heeding God's directions, not heeding his requirements, not accepting his love for 
you, you will die, too. 

We have an advantage, in this day and age. We have resources beyond imagining. They can help 
us help one another, but they can deceive, too. Do not be deceived by false teaching. Do not 
allow yourself to give in to the temptation of thinking that there will be no penalty for your sin. 

You are greatly and deeply loved. Never forget it. 

The Book of Revelation
Study and Devotional Guide

101



Looking God in the Eye 

Will the streets really be made of gold? I don't know. 
Will there really be a river of actual water flowing through the middle of the streets? I don't know. 

Will the "pearly gates" be made of one huge pearl each or is that just the image they present? I 
don't know. 

Will we be singing all the time for all eternity? Will marriage mean the same thing? Will babies be 
adults in heaven? Will the food be good? Will there be a time to meet with the prophets of old? 

Will it be a seminar or a casual affair? 

I haven't the foggiest idea. I don't think it will matter, once we get there. None of the above was 
important enough to the Lord to make sure we had a definitive answer. About accepting the 
Mark of the Beast, he is definitive. About the reign of the martyrs, he is definitive. But about 
many of the details of our eternal home, the details are sketchy. Rumors. Traditional 
interpretations. 

About one thing, though, we can be very sure. 

Revelation 22:4-5 
4 They will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. 5 Night will no longer exist, 
and people will not need lamplight or sunlight, because the Lord God will give them light. And 

they will reign forever and ever. 

Verses one to three discuss the river that will flow from the Throne of God, and it will be 
beautiful, I am sure. There will be trees that will give fruit all year round. That will be healthy and 
helpful and healing, the Scripture says. 

The housing, though, isn't the big draw of Heaven. The relationship, eternity spent with God -- 
now that is a real attraction! 

In the beginning, Adam and Eve walked with God in the Garden of Eden. They conversed. He 
was someone they could hear walking at the time of the evening breezes, and they knew to hide 
from him. He was very real. They might even have been able to look him in the eye...before they 
sinned and were banished, destroying the trust of that relationship and the perfection of 
fellowship with their Creator. 

Moses was denied the privilege of seeing God's face. Only the pure can see it, and who among 
man is pure, today? No one. But, in the house of God, in his Holy City, we shall see his face. 

That isn't a speculation. It isn't a rumor. Not a "tradition of men." It is a promise. We will be 
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marked by his name on our foreheads. And we will live in a place where light is everywhere. Not 
offensively so, not shockingly so, but just...there. 

Will we be ready to see that face? After all that will have happened before, I think so. Those who 
are here in this place will have passed the throne of Judgment and will have seen the stern 
reprimand in their Father's eyes, and felt his mercy and marveled again that Christ's blood 
covered over all their sins. 

So here, in Heaven, there will be pure joy in seeing God's face and seeing his light. 

I know there will be more; I am confident that Eternity has order and that there will be ways to 
serve our God even there. I am confident of the joys of my "afterlife." God doesn't have to spell 
them out to me. 

It is enough to know they'll be there and to know for sure I'll get to look at God's face. People 
have wanted to do that for millennia, and they'll get that opportunity. Wow. I won't have to 
flinch. I won't have to go into hiding. 

I'll just smile up at him, as his beloved child, and know that I am safe. How cool that will be. 
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Touched by an angel 

This is not a lesson to glorify angels, aside from acknowledging them as servants of the Most 
High. God has sent angels to me, in ways that I know for certain were angelic presences, but 
that's not the purpose of this post either. It seems to me that society places a great deal of 
emphasis -- perhaps too much -- on angels. 

An angel will be the first to tell you to be careful about that. They're also "slaves" in service. 

Revelation 22:6-11 
6 Then he said to me, "These words are faithful and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of 
the prophets, has sent His angel to show His servants what must quickly take place." 7 "Look, I 
am coming quickly! Blessed is the one who keeps the prophetic words of this book." 8 I, John, 
am the one who heard and saw these things. When I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship 
at the feet of the angel who had shown them to me. 9 But he said to me, "Don't do that! I am a 
fellow slave with you, your brothers the prophets, and those who keep the words of this book. 
Worship God." 10 He also said to me, "Don't seal the prophetic words of this book, because the 

time is near. 11 Let the unrighteous go on in unrighteousness; let the filthy go on being made 
filthy; let the righteous go on in righteousness; and let the holy go on being made holy." 

To recap (briefly!): John the Apostle was on the island of Patmos when he was visited by an 
angel and then given a vision of all that was to come. This apocalyptic book -- a book of 
revealing, of removing the covers from the future -- was shown to John in visions and through 
"out of body, in the spirit" experiences. John has seen much during this time, many supernatural 
beings. Horror. Joy. Reunions. Heaven itself. 

And here, at the end of this experience (for though the events may not be chronological, John is 
clear where his experience begins and ends) he is kept company by the angel of the seventh bowl 
of wrath, who has been with John for a few different "moments" in this whole extraordinary 
time. 

The angel is speaking above in those verses. Most scholars believe that verse seven, though, is 
from Christ, who says, "Look, I am coming soon!" The interpretation holds to that as it is clearly 
Jesus who says it later, a few verses down from here. 

The angel was sent to show what was going to happen, John is told. Angels are messengers, in 
many cases. Could God have sent an angelic messenger to each generation to reiterate what was 
said in this book? Sure, but I think that he didn't feel the need to do so. One good accounting 
should be enough. 
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John is again overwhelmed by the presence of this angel, and falls down on his face. "Don't do 
that," he is told (in my paraphrase). "I'm just a slave like you. We have the same boss and he has 
given you a message. Don't put it away -- share it and keep it for future generations." 

Then, the angel says something rather unusual. "Let the unrighteous go on in unrighteousness; let 
the filthy go on being made filthy;" 

Does this echo the prophet Daniel? "Many will be purified, made spotless and refined, but the 
wicked will continue to be wicked. None of the wicked will understand, but those who are wise 
will understand." (12:10) Some scholars believe so. Some believe it to be commentary on the 
times -- no matter what you do, people will just go on doing what they want to do. The hand of 
God could write "Behave yourself! You're being judged!" on their wall in front of their eyes and 
they'd look for the laser, camera crew and Jeff Probst or maybe even Oprah. 

What I think is that the angel was telling John to share this prophecy with people. To make sure 
it is read and remembered. John will not be able to change anyone -- only God can do that! -- but 
if John shares the word of God, then that is his job. The behavior of the recipients is up to them. 

Today, this is still true. If you read this blog, then you have read that Christ loves you. That 
there is a plan for the world and you are a part of it. You have chosen to read, and some have 
chosen to be silent. Some have chosen to ignore it. Some have chosen to make fun of it. Some 
have listened and responded thoughtfully. 

My job isn't to change you; I'm just a teacher. The angel in the passage above speaks to me, too, 
though. People are going to do as they are going to do. For some, God will touch them and change 
them. They will learn to be holy and go on being holy. Others will blow it all off and behave 
unrighteously, being unclean and unforgiven. 

The show Touched by an Angel showed how angels acted on the Lord's behalf to help in the lives 
of men, by many different means. If you are touched by an angel today, it means that you have 
received a message from one of God's messengers. You might not even know it, but it's happened.
 
Don't ignore the message. Don't worship the messenger. Just hear and be changed. It's totally 
worth it. 
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As it begins, so it ends. 

The Bible is a wholly remarkable book, made up of 66 wholly remarkable books. Each part of it 
was written separately, though many were written by the same author (the Pentateuch, Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes and the Song of Songs, the Pauline epistles, Luke & Acts, the gospel and letters of 
John, etc.) The writing spanned millennia, covering much history and passing along truth and 
standards. A wonderful book. 

The Almighty inspired this book, knowing from the beginning where it would end. His Creation 
is his work, a Magnum Opus, if you like. The work of the Originator of All. In Genesis, we read 
of a Tree of Life in a perfect place, where Man and God had a perfect relationship, unmarred by 
barriers until Man exercised his free will and disobeyed his Creator. In Revelation, at the far end 
of the book, we see that Tree of Life again, and read that, once again, Man will have access to it -- 
this time with the blessing of the Lord. 

I love it when a work is finished with all the loose ends tied up. When it is complete. When it 
makes sense. God reigns with order, establishing all things to complete what he set out to do, so 
long ago. 

Revelation 22:12-19 
12 "Look! I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me to repay each person according to 

what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the 
End. 14 "Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of 

life and may enter the city by the gates. 15 Outside are the dogs, the sorcerers, the sexually 
immoral, the murderers, the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying. 16 "I, Jesus, 

have sent My angel to attest these things to you for the churches. I am the Root and the 
Offspring of David, the Bright Morning Star." 17 Both the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" 
Anyone who hears should say, "Come!" And the one who is thirsty should come. Whoever 

desires should take the living water as a gift. 18 I testify to everyone who hears the prophetic 
words of this book: If anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues that are written in 
this book. 19 And if anyone takes away from the words of this prophetic book, God will take 

away his share of the tree of life and the holy city, written in this book. 

It isn't a difficult distinction that is being made, here. You are either clean or you're not. The verb 
used for cleaning the robes is a present tense verb, telling me that this is something that should be 
done upon the reading of this scripture, the hearing of this word. It is not something you have to 
wait for. If you hear these words of Jesus, then you can have your robes cleansed immediately. 
In your present. You are not obligated to wait for "the prophetic moment." 

If you choose not to be clean, well, once again the distinction is made. You belong outside, with 
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the dogs, the scavengers according to tradition and the culture of this time. With those who 
delight in doing what is wrong. 

There is also a warning for anyone who would seek to add to this particular book of prophecy. 
They will be severely punished. Plagued. If anyone takes away from this book, lessens it in any 
way, God will "take away his share of the Tree of Life." Now, will he be stricken from the Book 
of Life? The scripture doesn't say that, but it does threaten severe penalty for anyone adding or 
subtracting -- altering, essentially -- what is written in the Book of Revelation. 

When God has said something, he wants to make sure the words are HIS, not the words of 
someone else, when they are taught. And this, his last word, he is sure to safeguard with a strong 
warning. Just as we do not appreciate it when words are put into our mouths, so God Almighty 
doesn't appreciate it when people say "God says..." when he hasn't. 

Look, I am coming quickly, Jesus says. A couple of months ago, I asked the question, "How 
soon is soon?" We still don't know, exactly, except that it is sooner than it used to be. Quickly. 
So be prepared. Have your robes cleaned. Prepare yourself to meet your judge. Examine your 
heart. God wants you to be with him in his Holy City. He wants to spend time with you. He has 
given his very best...just for you. 

Again, just before the end, Christ says it again: 

20 He who testifies about these things says, "Yes, I am coming quickly." 

Yes, people have been waiting for a very long time for this to happen, and yes people have been 
in error in their expectation. The time is coming, though. Sooner than many might expect and 
certainly sooner than it used to be. 

Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 

21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 
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