
The Day of the Lord
A Word/Phrase Study

There is a belief out there in the different realms of Christianity that anything tasting like a 
discussion of the End of the Age or the Day of the Lord should be hushed up as volatile, overly 

emotional, divisive and unnecessary for us in this present time.

It is my belief that this point of view is in error.  

Whenever the Lord feels the need to mention something with many voices, over a large span of 
time, it behooves anyone who wants to better understand him to heed his teachings on these 

subjects.

One such topic is the Day of the Lord.

Mentioned by many, this phrase is repeated over and over throughout the word of God. As the 
times turn and prophecies come to pass, I believe that these things will, too.

My job, as given by God, is to teach about what will be happening, and why.  Hence this study.

The following series was written subsequent to my series on the Book of Revelation.  Like that  
series, this one was written as a series of entries in my web log, or blog.  Hence, its style and  
references might be a little unusual for those not used to this form or mass communication.   

You are welcome to print and share this Bible Study/Devotional Guide.  The only stipulations I   
make are as follows:  Every copy must include this note before the text of the study.  Every   

copy must display the copyright.  Any distribution of this material, in any format, must be done   
free of charge.  “Freely you have received, freely give.”  

In His Service,  
Sandi Layne  

Copyright 2006  

Unless otherwise noted, all  scripture herein taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible (r)   
Copyright 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission.  
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Haven’t we heard this already? Yep.

"Now remember to look both ways before crossing the street." 
"Say please!"  Paired with: "Say thank you!"

"Don't tailgate."
"Don't run with scissors!"

And of course, the ever-popular:  "Make sure to go before we leave!"

These, and a hundred others, I'm sure, are sayings -- teachings, if you like -- that we have heard 
often.  A great deal.  A LOT.  Hopefully, most of us learned their wisdom while we were yet 
children.  Parents, caregivers and teachers repeated these teachings frequently for two reasons.  
The first was that children are very unlikely to learn anything after only one run-through (unless 
that run-through was a painful experience).  The second is that what was being taught was 
important.  Enough so that someone is willing to repeat themselves however often it is necessary 
to make sure that the lesson has been heard and, hopefully, internalized.

The learner might not see the need to hear about it so often.  He might think that looking both 
ways is foolish, because it takes time and the ball is rolling...rolling...rolling...  Just go get it, right?  
And what's wrong with tailgating, anyway.  Isn't it more important to make our presence known 
to the driver in front of us so that they'll go faster...?  And how many children did not listen to 
that last one up there and wound up desperately uncomfortable -- or embarrassed! --  because 
they didn't heed the teaching? 

What if these were lessons that were thought to cause embarrassment?  Conflict?  Problems?  
"We don't want to teach Janet not to run with those scissors. Isn't it more important that she's 
learning to play with others?"  Janet might, after all, throw a tantrum when told not to run with 
scissors. Oh, dear. We don't want that now, do we ?

All of which is to say that there are times that lessons must be taught repeatedly.  The "feelings" 
of the learners are overshadowed by the importance of the message.  The Lord God must have 
felt this way about many things, for he made sure to repeat himself over and over in his love for 
us and his wish for us to know him and to understand him. To live lives pleasing to him. To 
avoid punishment when possible. To be safe from damnation and to live forever with him in 
Heaven.

For God, it is important enough that many of his chosen spokesmen have been given a word on 
the subject of the Day of the Lord.  This Day is held to be many things, but primarily it is a day 
of God's judgment on his creation. 
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Isaiah 13:6  Wail, for the day of the Lord is near; it will come like destruction from the Almighty. 

In the thirteenth chapter of the book of Isaiah, the prophet is preaching concerning Babylon.  
Yes, there was a Babylon "in those days" but for God, Babylon is synonymous with the city 
that the Ruler will take over in the last days of the world as we know it.  So what is said then 
could be true about the future as well. 

The Day of the Lord will be horrible. Destructive.  Isaiah says that men should wail because it is 
near. Not weep, not mourn, but wail -- a loud, throat-busting cry of anguish.  Men will be 
terrified, he goes on to say. Hearts will melt in sheer fright.  They will be in pain and writhe with 
it. 

Isaiah 13:9 See, the day of the Lord is coming --a cruel day, with wrath and fierce anger-- to 
make the land desolate and destroy the sinners within it.

Wrath and anger.  But for God, this is not a knee-jerk response.  Remember that, when it 
happens. God has a planned response for the disobedience of his people.  And we have been 
warned, repeatedly, because God loves us.  Passionately. He wants us to look both ways, see 
that he is coming, and be careful with how we live so that we will have no further cause for alarm.

If it were not important to God, he would not have spoken so often of the Day of the Lord.  The 
next few weeks, (I think?), will be spent seeing where else he has used this particular phrase and 
why it is important for us to learn about the Day of the Lord.

It's not just a history lesson. God wants us to learn from it so that we can live more profitably 
and be prepared.  So listen to your Father.  
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Can’t buy me – peace.

Ezekiel 7:19 They will throw their silver into the streets, and their gold will be an unclean thing. 
Their silver and gold will not be able to save them in the day of the Lord's wrath. They will not 

satisfy their hunger or fill their stomachs with it, for it has made them stumble into sin.

The Day of the Lord's Wrath in this verse prophesied by Ezekiel is a day that nothing will be 
able to avert.  Many people see "success" in terms of money.  Wealth.  Ease. Comfort, even.  "I 
don't need to be rich," I have heard. "Just comfortable."

What does that mean?  Enough "gold and silver" to have a nice house, new cars occasionally, 
maybe a boat (I live in South Florida, remember, and boats are a biggie.) or an RV.  A timeshare?  
Sending the kids to a private school?  Or is comfort defined by "having enough?"  Enough food to 
eat, clothes enough to wear and not be embarrassed, cars that run. Or maybe only one car that 
runs. 

Gold and silver – money, wealth, position, possessions – have no weight at all in the concept of 
things eternal.  For many, the pursuit of "comfort" has made them do things not pleasing to their 
Creator.  For some, the pursuit of "wealth" has caused them to injure others. 

Not everyone, understand! There are many wonderful, generous, caring souls that have been 
blessed with wealth.  They are giving and have a true wish to help others.  I am not condemning 
money. It's a great tool.

What Ezekiel was telling people, though, was that in those days where God was going to extend 
his hand against his people, their money wouldn't save them. It would be worthless, because 
nothing would be able to be bought, anyway.  And it certainly will not be able to buy the favor of 
God.

Why does God promise these things for his people?  When Ezekiel prophesied against Judah, did 
he exult in the coming terrors? Not in the least.  He was trying...trying...to pass along what God 
wanted his children to know:  That he IS the Lord. The Great I Am. 

Ezekiel says that disaster will follow disaster.  That God will "deal with people according to their 
own conduct," and will "judge them by their own standards." (7:27) 

Is that not fair? Is that not right?  To be judged on their own conduct and standards?  Yet, the 
people -- back then and today -- failed to measure up.  Utterly.  In love, God has had to show 
people how completely they have failed him. 

Day of the Lord

4



The Day of the Lord will be terrifying, but not because God is mean or wrong or anything like 
that. It is because God demands perfection.  It is his right as GOD.  We cannot buy off God's 
judgment. We cannot turn it. We cannot, simply by the expedient of wishing, will it away. 

"They will seek peace, but there will be none."  (v. 25)  We do, I believe, truly want peace. Peace 
of mind, heart, soul and body.  But we do not seek the Peace Giver. We try to buy that peace for 
ourselves.  We try to buy "peace of mind" or something.

We cannot do so by our own efforts. If you feel the lack of peace in your life, then you are 
feeling God trying to get your attention.  Heed him now, before the Day of the Lord comes or all 
your efforts will be for nothing.
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Tear your heart, not just your clothes!

Blow the horn in Zion;
sound the alarm on My holy mountain!
Let all the residents of the land tremble,

for the Day of the Lord is coming;
in fact, it is near –

(Joel 2:1) 

The prophet Joel is a rather enigmatic fellow.  It is believed that his book could have been written 
as early as the ninth century B.C.. The prophets Ezekiel, Amos, Jeremiah, Zephaniah and Micah 
use many similar phrases, so it is possible that though he was not otherwise mentioned in the 
Old Testament, his prophecies were known and heeded by those who came after him.

His overall message in his book is one of judgment and punishment.  He does not voice the 
popular notion that the judgment will be only for those outside of God's family, with only 
blessings for those who claim the Lord. Instead, he – along with other prophets – hold to the 
theology that the punishment will be universal, with restoration and blessing coming after 
judgment and repentance.

On the subject of the Day of the Lord, Joel holds forth.  He speaks of locusts as actual locusts, 
he calls it as he sees it.  There isn't a lot of pretty allegory in his work; he's a straightforward 
prophet.

His prophecies speak of darkness, fire, destruction.  A time when the light of sun and stars is 
dimmed if not obliterated.

The Lord raises His voice in the presence of His army.
His camp is very large;

Those who carry out His command are powerful.
Indeed, the Day of the Lord is terrible and dreadful - who can endure it? (v. 11) 

God himself is involved in all of this, you see.  It is that important.  He is in the presence of his 
army, as a good leader of war.  Joel is clear that the Lord is not detached from the judgment 
enacted on the people.

God is not just a God of war, though! He loves his people and Joel is sure to tell them so.

Even now-[this is] the Lord's declaration-turn to Me with all your heart, with fasting, weeping, 
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and mourning. Tear your hearts, not just your clothes, and return to the Lord your God. For He 
is gracious and compassionate,slow to anger, rich in faithful love,and He relents from sending 

disaster. (v. 12 & 13)

Wait! Does this mean God can change his mind???

God's perspective is beyond our comprehension.  Completely and utterly beyond what we can 
possibly grasp.  He sees all possible outcomes, all possible decisions, all possible permutations 
resulting from everything. He is omniscient.  But!  He lets people choose where they will go.  All 
paths have been seen, but the choice is ours.

Our repentance can bring about a change in the path of anger, yes.  "Tear your hearts, not just 
your clothes," we are told. Repentance isn't about saying, "I'm sorry." It's about change. It's 
about turning from the way you were going and going in a better direction. It's about making a 
conscious effort to do what is right, not just sit there and feel sorry.

Today, what we need to do is heed this.  The Day of the Lord is coming. It will be terrible.  Only 
those with a contrite heart, a heart that has turned to the will of the Almighty God, will be 
blessed when it is over.

Will you seek to return to the Lord?  He truly is compassionate and he will heal your wounds 
and soothe even the most troubled spirit of the person that has yielded to him.  And he's waiting. 
Just for you. 
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Are we learning our lesson?

In school, when a teacher is teaching a lesson to class, there are steps to take.  You have to first 
get everyone's attention.  Then you have to introduce the information by way of what the class 
already knows and can relate to. This may be by example, discussing something they learned last 
week. It may be by talking about something from their lives and showing how the new 
information fits into their current experiences.  It could just be by reading a story or watching a 
video clip to give everyone the same input before the new material is introduced.

When the information is taught, it is shown to the students.  The teacher shares the information, 
asks the students to hear it. Then perhaps to parrot it back, or to ask questions.  Then, there is a 
guided experience time, where the students show they are figuring it out while the teacher is there 
to help them, overseeing their progress.  Correction is made, praise is given. 

Often times, before the students are given independent practice on the new information, the 
lesson has to be taught repeatedly, in a variety of ways.  Today, we sometimes call it speaking to 
multiple intelligences.  We do this to make sure everyone has a shot at "getting" the material. 

For us, the students in the eternal classroom (Now, there's a thought for the pedagogaphobics, 
eh?), our Teacher does the same thing.  He presents information in a variety of ways, through 
different experiences, and is with us as we learn it. 

Joel 2:28 "And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. 29 Even on my 

servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 30 I will show wonders in 
the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and billows of smoke. 31 The sun will be turned to 
darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. 32 

And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved; for on Mount Zion and in 
Jerusalem there will be deliverance, as the Lord has said, among the survivors whom the Lord 

calls. 

The "afterward" term above has been said to mean a couple of different things.  One could be 
"after" the return of Israel from exile, when the Lord will again show that he is who he says he is.  
Another meaning purported by scholars is that this refers to the time after the Messiah has come.  
So that these lessons would be from a time from when Peter quoted this passage in the book of 
Acts until the time of the Day of the Lord.  The lessons would be visual and auditory and for 
some, personal and experiential!

The methods are only important because the information must be passed along.  Dreams and 
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visions. I know I have had a dream that was sent from God. Granted, it was sent twenty years 
ago, but what is twenty years to God?  Others that I know, too, have had dreams.  Seen visions.  
Had experiences that defy logic.  These things have been happening throughout time, of course, 
because the  message has remained consistent from the time of Joel and before, all the way to the 
present day.  The Day of the Lord, the day of his coming, his judgment, of war (blood), of fire 
and smoke (two indicators, many say, of the presence of God in Old Testament accounts), of 
terror...  All of these are coming.  God wants us to learn that.  Why?  Because there's another, 
more important, lesson:

Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

Calling on the name of the Lord means worshiping him, desiring him, dependence upon him.  It 
means to seek to know the Lord and give him honor and precedence in your life.  If you call upon 
his name, if you seek him and his redemption in your life, then you will be saved.

The Lord has promised deliverance, after that dreadful Day of the Lord.  Our job, our 
"independent practice," is to call upon his name. 

The test will come. The judgment will come.  And there will be no retesting, no "do-overs," no 
excuses. 

The Teacher has given you the information in a variety of ways, he is watching your progress 
and is waiting upon you to call him for help.  Don't think he's left you alone to figure it all out; he 
hasn't.  We're still in a "guided practice" phase as we go through life.  Take advantage of the 
opportunity.
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Bears, Lions and Snakes – Oh no!

I live under a slight contradiction, I confess.

Life is good.  I enjoy it.  Family, faith, friends. Doing the daily round with the occasional snorts 
of surprise tossed in for seasoning.  I have all I need, have much to look forward to, and there is 
little (aside from the "it's a rare woman that LIKES how she turns out in pictures" thing) that 
gives me cause for sighing, truly.

Yet, I am looking forward to it all being over, too. I am looking forward to a time when I will see 
my God and hear his words for me and am able to join the cast and crew of Eternity. With John 
the Apostle at the end of the book of Revelation, I can say, "Amen, come, Lord Jesus."

In between now and then, though, it's not going to be pretty. In between now and then will be 
downright terrible in many respects. Look at Google News.  North Korea's nuclear testing 
condemned. Oil market (thereby world fuel market) stressed. Tensions continue between Georgia 
and Russia. The chaos of US foreign policy goes nuclear.  US troops and Shiites battle. 

It's ugly. Everywhere.

Now, I am not in the least surprised, understand. Not at all. I know this is necessary. The world 
is a huge mess, worse, I believe, than it was before the time of Noah.  There is much good, too, 
that I can see. I read an article about the efforts (small, but every good thing is indeed a good) to 
aid the homeless camp children from Darfur.  They're innocent, stuck in a devastating situation, 
but people are trying, one child at a time, to bring health and healing. 

It's encouraging, but it will not be enough.

The Day of the Lord is approaching. 

Amos 5:16-20, NIV
16 Therefore this is what the Lord, the Lord God Almighty, says: "There will be wailing in all the 
streets and cries of anguish in every public square. The farmers will be summoned to weep and 
the mourners to wail. 17 There will be wailing in all the vineyards, for I will pass through your 
midst," says the Lord. 18 Woe to you who long for the day of the Lord! Why do you long for the 
day of the Lord? That day will be darkness, not light. 19 It will be as though a man fled from a 
lion only to meet a bear, as though he entered his house and rested his hand on the wall only to 

have a snake bite him. 20 Will not the day of the Lord be darkness, not light-- pitch-dark, without 
a ray of brightness?
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I can hear the wailing, already, all over the world. 

I do long to see the Lord, yes. But I dread the coming of the Day of the Lord. Hence my 
contradiction.

Amos paints a frightening, vivid picture.  Unexpected scares.  An "out of the frying pan and into 
the fire" feel pervades this passage. 

When the Lord God passed through the Garden of Eden, before there was any sin in the world, 
his coming would have been peaceful.  His creations would have looked forward to his step, 
Adam and Eve might have dropped what they were doing, like happy children, to come to God's 
side, smiles in their eyes, for they had nothing to fear from God. 

But in the passage above, there will be wailing when God passes through the midst of people.  
This word wailing strikes me, again, as it often does.  Mourners wail.  Their emotion is just too 
strong to be expressed by merely weeping.  Wailing encompasses screaming, weeping, sometimes 
overwrought movements of the body, too.  It is a huge outpouring of grief.

Such grief, the whole world will feel.  I do not believe anyone will be totally spared from this. I 
believe that this will be a worldwide time of mourning and fear. 

Do not be deceived in this.  I feel the need to say so.  Do not be deceived in thinking it won't 
happen or that it won't happen to you.  The prophets started calling out about it centuries upon 
centuries ago. Their words are still calling today.  Do not misunderstand what the Day of the 
Lord is. It will not be a time of rejoicing. It will not be the Great and Final Homecoming. It will 
not be a time where we sit down and rest after a job well done. It will be a time of fear. 

Why? Why will a great and loving God put his creation through this?  He says so, repeatedly. It 
is the same message he has been trying to get us to completely internalize since the days of 
Moses, at the very least:

I am the Lord.
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Sometimes, it’s good to be a cow.

When I was a public school teacher, I used to enjoy teaching in themes.  There were times when 
the theme was blatantly obvious because of the visuals I would have used or music or literature.

Other times, though, I liked to encourage the students to find the commonalities. To be able to 
say,"Hey! I've seen this before! It goes with this other stuff!"

I would always smile professionally, acknowledging that yes, they were perfectly correct. Inside 
though, I was beaming.  I was so pleased because the student discovered something for 
themselves, yes, but also because they had found what I had put there for them to find, to 
encourage just such a reaction on their part.

In God's Word, there are moments like that all the time. With the aid of study tools, a student can 
find things that just "goes with this other stuff" all the time. Still, for me, it's really an inspiring 
adventure. I confess I might be a little right of center to get a grin over seeing passages and signs 
and all that in so many different places in the Bible, but I do.

Which is why I am sharing so many different passages about the Day of the Lord.  I am teaching 
about what is going to happen and why it is going to happen, overall. That's the theme God has 
given me. Sometimes it is called the Day of the Lord. Sometimes, the Tribulation, or the End of 
the Age.  It all comes down to the same period of time – a time we are rapidly approaching. 

1 "For indeed, the day is coming, burning like a furnace, when all the arrogant and everyone who 
commits wickedness will become stubble. The coming day will consume them," says the Lord of 

Hosts, "not leaving them root or branches. 2 But for you who fear My name, the sun of 
righteousness will rise with healing in its wings, and you will go out and playfully jump like calves 
from the stall. 3 You will trample the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on 

the day I am preparing," says the Lord of Hosts. Malachi 4:1-3

Malachi is most often known -- if he is known at all -- as The Last Prophet of the Old 
Testament. That's kind of like being famous for being the last guy in line all the time, or the one 
who is the latest in the office every morning, maybe.  Malachi prophesied in Judah from 
approximately 440 - 430 B.C.  He is the last prophetic voice given to Israel, perhaps, as 
Nehemiah and the last group of Exiles returned to Jerusalem in Israel.

As Malachi's is possibly the last voice, it should also be heeded.  His message above is both 
positive and negative, warning of God's wrath and promising blessing to those who fear God's 
name.
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Everyone who commits wickedness will become stubble, he warns.  Stubble.  Not the stubble of 
body hair, but the grain-stubble in the fields of farms.  Burned out to clear the way for future 
growth.  Burning and the implications of harvest are themes common in the studies of all what are 
sometimes called the End Times. 

Healing will come, though, to those who fear the name of the Lord.  Those who revere and honor 
God, who worship and depend upon him will be given a time to play -- something rarely 
promised in Scripture, which is why it tickles me.  "Jumping playfully like calves," we read here.  
Now, not everyone wants to be compared to bovines, but the image we are given is the "trying 
out the new legs" and adventurous spirit of an exploring youngster.  It can make you smile just to 
think of it.

I bet it makes God smile, too.  Just as he smiles when we perceive, in the words he has given us, 
the themes of his  Creation. 

Fear the Lord. Love him. Honor him. His desire is for you to be able to be like that calf, to play 
and explore and learn about what he has given you; that is your reward.  The burning of the 
stubble is for those who choose to ignore him.  Who have chosen to be willfully wicked instead 
of seeking what is right.

As with all of these passages, the choice is yours; God does not compel you.   But I am sure that 
as he smiles on those who will be healed and rewarded, his heart breaks for those who choose the 
other paths.
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“I’m gonna live forever!”

When a bone is broken and heals in an otherwise healthy body, the place where the bone had 
been broken is afterward stronger than it had been. The body builds it up with extra 
reinforcements, if you like, as protection.

Many times, we must be broken before we can learn to be strong. We have to overcome a 
weakness and work on strength in an area of our lives before that area is strong. But then, for 
many, the improved area is stronger than it may be in others, though they were never concerned 
with that part of themselves before.

48 As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the man from heaven, so 
also are those who are of heaven. 49 And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, 

so shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven. 50 I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. (1 

Corinthians 15:48-50)

Our bodies are perishable. We get hurt. We scar. We have weaknesses. We get sick, get old, break 
bones, and just overall break down over time. We are not meant, in our lives, to be ever-living, 
ever-young, eternal.

That is not the plan. The plan for us, eventually, is to be eternal. To live with God in his 
kingdom. To do so eternally, we will have to be broken down and remade.

51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed-- 52 in a flash, in 
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the 
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.

This new body that we will get will be amazing, I am guessing. Immortal. Imagine that. People 
dream of immortality, some have even actively pursued it by one means or another.

I do not believe these imperishable bodies will have to die again. They will be immortal.  There 
isn't a reincarnation on the schedule.  Those who are asleep -- the dead, according to Paul, here -- 
will be changed. Those still alive will be changed, too.  (More on that another day.)

When?  And what does this have to do with the great and terrible Day of the Lord I've been going 
on about lately?
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I do not believe that this transformation will take place before that day, no. I believe it will be 
after. How long after? I cannot say. But after the initial beginning of the tribulations the world 
will face, almost certainly.  We are taught about the new bodies, the immortality we can look 
forward to, for a good reason:

Hope.

There is hope for those who have died, over the millennia. There is hope for those who suffer 
now in body and spirit. There is hope for those of us who have said goodbye to a dear one who 
has passed already.  The bodies were broken, but they shall be raised again. All of them. 
Incorruptibly.

It is certainly something to be hopeful about in the midst of trial and heartache.  At least, I think 
so.
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How old is “older” and does it really matter?

Ever hear, "You'll understand it when you're older..." 

Hmmm?

"Mom, how come Daddy left?"
You'll understand when you're older.

"Dad? What was that news report about? I saw..."
You'll understand when you're older.

"Mom? Dad? When will I be OLDER?"

The eternal question. It isn't really about growing older, but about comprehension.  Some 
concepts are just beyond a body. Sometimes, the understanding will grow on us, sometimes it 
remains elusive.

Timing, as I've noted before, is a tricky thing when dealing with prophecy.  It is rare that even the 
prophet is given the exact timing on a given event -- especially if that event is far into their future. 
It is not, then, to be wondered at when those who hear a prophecy are confused.  This was the 
case for the church in Thessalonica (-ika) when it came to wondering about when Christ was 
returning. 

The common belief in the early years of the earliest church was that Jesus' return was imminent.  
Like, plant for this season, sure, but don't count on next year.  It is evident from Paul's first letter 
to this church that they had asked about the Second Coming, due to their confusion on this 
matter. 

I Thessalonians 4: 13-18
13 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, concerning those who are asleep, so that you 

will not grieve like the rest, who have no hope. 14 Since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
in the same way God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus. 15 For we 

say this to you by a revelation from the Lord: We who are still alive at the Lord's coming will 
certainly have no advantage over those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will 

descend from heaven with a shout, with the archangel's voice, and with the trumpet of God, and 
the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are still alive will be caught up together with 

them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will always be with the Lord. 18 
Therefore encourage one another with these words.
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Asleep, when used in most Pauline epistles, refers to being dead.  Jesus uses this "sleep" verb, 
too, to indicate death. The Thessalonian Christians were concerned that those who had died 
already would miss the return of Christ and so miss the opportunity to go to Heaven.  Paul did 
not want his people to grieve like those who had no hope. At that time, according to inscriptions 
that have since been found on tombs, pagans had no hope in anything after life.  Paul wishes to 
encourage believers that there was indeed a hope for Heaven for all who had died in the belief of 
the Lord.

Rather than being left out, Paul assures his readers, those who have died will be caught up first, in 
what some believe will be a "rapture" event.  The old Latin for this term is rapio, from where we 
get the word rapture.  For Paul, the chief hope of life was to be with the Lord. It is natural, then, 
for him to encourage the Thessalonians with these words of prophecy.

We, too, should be encouraged.  Though the timing of this is tricky, and we might be impatient to 
have to wait for it, God does not want us to be confused on this subject. This isn't a "You'll 
understand when you're older" kind of teaching.  Many things about God are incomprehensible, 
but his wish for us to be with him forever has been made abundantly clear.

It's just the timing of it all that gets people confused.  That hasn't changed, really, since that first 
century.  Do not dwell on that confusion, though.  Instead, remember to watch and pray and 
prepare as that day approaches. A great many things could indeed happen before this "great 
catching up" Paul writes of, here. Nowhere does he teach that this "rapture" event will come 
before a time of trial and tribulation. His purpose was to encourage the mourners of that first 
century, and he did so effectively.

Whenever it happens, it certainly will be something to see.  When we're older....
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Keep your lights on!

There are many things that would be difficult to do without warning or training or some modicum 
of preparation.  I have worked "fast food" at Baskin Robbins Ice Cream.  Not the most heady of 
employments, not one that was deeply or morally taxing, but nevertheless, it required some 
training. And I don't mean those rather pathetic films they used to show about Life as a 
Company Employee, Rah Rah, Wear Our Uniform With Pride.  It may surprise you to know 
that even when there was only one size of scoop for the ice cream, there was still an approximate 
measurement for it.  And scooping ice cream "just so" for an attractive cone was necessary, too.  
As was learning how to pack a quart for a customer and cleaning the drums in the freezers.  Oh, 
and how not to get locked into the freezer in the back of the store. 

And don't get me started on making desserts, ice cream cakes (harder than you might think!) or 
soda fountain items!

All of which is to say that even what may seem fairly basic can require significant awareness and 
preparation.  This is true the world over.

The people of Thessalonica were concerned about the preparations they thought were necessary 
for them as individuals and a church, in anticipation of Jesus' return.  They had asked Paul for 
reassurance on many issues related to this, and part of his first letter to them that we have in the 
Bible handles these questions.

1 Thessalonians 5: 1-5
1 Now, brothers, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2 for you know very well 
that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, "Peace and 
safety," destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they 
will not escape. 4 But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like 
a thief. 5 You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the 

darkness.

Paul is very clear that the day is going to be a surprise. He reminds them (we will imagine it is a 
reminder since he says, that the times and dates do not need to be communicated again) that the 
unwary will be taken completely and unpleasantly by surprise.  A thief in the night is not a 
pleasant experience. And labor pains -- though for the greatest good! -- are not pleasant in the 
least.  (Notice, ladies, that even Paul doesn't use the words "slight discomfort.") 

Paul goes on to remind the church, though, that they are not "of the night." They are not in the 
darkness that this occurrence should surprise them unpleasantly. Neither the people then nor the 
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people now have any true notion of the day or the hour of the Lord's return.  But we who live in 
the light, who walk in the light of God's word and keep our faith in him, will not be unpleasantly 
surprised by his return. It will be welcomed by us with a cry of relief, of joy, of laughter, maybe.  
Of love.

Something to note about this passage on the timing of everything that I find interesting:  In Jesus' 
teachings about the preliminaries leading up to the End of the Age or the Day of the Lord, we 
read about wars, trials, tribulations, horrors.  Yet, here, Paul is teaching that people will be saying 
"peace and safety" -- and so will the unknowing be deceived.  I believe this will happen just as it 
is said.  There will be wars and rumors of wars.  There will be times of hardship and tribulation. 
And then, someone will come along who will seem to make everything "all better."

And when this has seemed to have happened, the Day of the Lord will come. 

Now, for those who have the lights on, so to speak, we will not be unprepared.  Our house will 
be made ready, our eyes will be open.  It will be sudden, but we will not be unpleasantly 
surprised. 

To return to the Thessalonians concern about those who had already died without seeing the 
return of Christ, Paul then says this: 

6 So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-controlled. 7 For 
those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong 

to the day, let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of 
salvation as a helmet. 9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we 
may live together with him.

To make sure that we are living properly and in anticipation, we should live in a state of 
readiness.   He says here that God did not appoint us to suffer anger but to receive salvation 
through Christ -- for whom they were waiting, for whom many of us are waiting.  He doesn't, in 
other words, have our path set to suffer under his anger.  That does not mean that people cannot 
choose to walk a path that puts them under his anger, puts them out of his plan for them.  It does 
mean that some will suffer God's anger.  Those who live in the darkness, who do not seek the 
Light of the World.

Today, live in the light.  Be alert. Be aware.  Every day that you live is one day closer to a time 
when you will know just how much it matters. 
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1033, 1919, 2060?

What do the following years have in common?

30
90
365
500
1033
1843
1919

Answer:  They are among fifty or more years in which the end of the world was predicted, via 
the Second Coming, a rapture event, a global catastrophe, or astronomical obliteration. 

Sir Isaac Newton reportedly predicted the end of the world to occur in the year 2060.  The 
Mayans have predicted 2012 (or was it 2011 or 2013? Depends upon your reading and 
interpretation of their calendar.)

There have been many who have come forward, claiming divine revelation, who have said they 
knew when the End of the Age would, indeed, happen.  Since it hasn't happened yet, we can see 
that they were wrong. (The juries are still out on Newton and the Mayans.) 

2 Thessalonians 2:1&2
1 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, 

brothers, 2 not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed 
to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come.

People want to have a handle on this topic, they always have.  Historically, thousands have 
grasped at any inkling of prophecy or evidence, or latched on to the word of a charismatic teacher 
who has given them something they can find on a calendar that will say, "That day will be THE 
day."

The disillusionment is in proportion to their belief in these false prophets. Sometimes, the 
disillusionment has led to a dropping away of the faithful.  This, I believe, is one reason Paul is 
very careful to address the Thessalonians so thoroughly on this topic.

Evidently, they had been told by someone that this Day of the Lord "was now present" is how it 
reads in  Greek.  Someone, claiming to be Paul in a letter, told them that this was already 
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happening.  This would give rise to many other problems, that Paul addresses, for example, in his 
letters to the Corinthians.  People who had heard "from Paul" that the Day of the Lord was here, 
so they quit their day jobs and were just sitting around, waiting for the great "catching up" 
concerning which Paul had taught.  Others were distraught, thinking they had missed this event, 
or that others would be missing it any minute now.

To reassure folks and to protect his name (which was increasingly abused as his ministry gained 
in scope) Paul reminds this church of the signs that will come. 

3 Don't let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and 
the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. 4 He will oppose and will 
exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in 

God's temple, proclaiming himself to be God. 5 Don't you remember that when I was with you I 
used to tell you these things?

He reminds them that they know this; it isn't new information he'd been keeping from them.  
They just have to remember what he personally told them and not be deceived by false teachers. 

Today, we have to remember the same things.  God has a plan. He has made it clear since Adam 
and Eve were expelled from the Garden of Eden.  Prophets have spoken of it over the centuries.  
God's own son came to reconcile man with God once again.  And people have been hearing this 
message for almost 2000 years. 

As the end draws closer, every day a little bit closer, we have to remember not to be alarmists, 
but to be alert.  Not to quit on life, but to keep working, to keep seeking what is right. 

Will the Mayans have the year right? The jury may be out, but the Judge already knows the 
outcome. 
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Did we have a bad connection?

Ever play "telephone" as a child? 

Bob:  Ice cream goes on sale Saturday, so bring a cone!
Larry:  Ice cream goes on sale Saturday, so bring your phone!
Carol:  Icees go on sale Saturday, turn off your phone!
Shannon:  Ice trees are set to sail Saturday, I need a loan! 
Mark:  Nice trees are sailing Saturday, I need one at home!
    Mark's friend:  What? That's stupid, where did you hear that?
    Mark:  Bob said it first! At least, that's what I heard...
    Mark's friend:  I need to go pound some sense into Bob's head then. He's a loon!
Mark to Bob:  Careful, friend! You're getting a pounding soon! What is up with the trees, 
anyway?

In the end, Bob has to make a statement to everyone to clarify his original message.  Whew! 

What if that message were important, though? Of vital import to the lives and property of all the 
rest down the line? 

In the times when the original apostles were still alive, their messages were passed along.  Oral 
messages, though, can be misinterpreted and they were, occasionally, called upon to write things 
down to remind those who were in their charge what had truly been taught.  The apostle Peter, a 
man with enthusiasm and a certain amount of bluster, had found this to be the case, too. 

2 Peter 3 (NIV)
1 Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as reminders to 
stimulate you to wholesome thinking. 2 I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the 

holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles.

He wants to remind them of the teachings as he heard them directly from Jesus himself, so that 
they would know what was right.  Peter preached to many, and he knew that he was responsible 
for making sure they heard the truth, and he wanted them to know what that truth was. 

3 First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following 
their own evil desires. 4 They will say, "Where is this 'coming' he promised? Ever since our 

fathers died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation." 5 But they deliberately 
forget that long ago by God's word the heavens existed and the earth was formed out of water and 
by water. 6 By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By the same 
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word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and 
destruction of ungodly men.

As were the people that Paul wrote to, those in Peter's audience/congregation/teaching groups 
were interested in the End of the Age. People heard all sorts of rumors, and though "telephone" 
wasn't a game back then, it was still an effect in terms of passing information.  The end hadn't 
come yet, he is saying in part, because the end will be in fire, not water, and the fire is being kept 
for the day of judgment. 

9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with 
you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord 
will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by 

fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.

Again, we see the simile of the "thief in the night."  Christ himself used the analogy of a thief 
when discussing the coming of the Son of Man and the End of the Age. (Matthew 24:43 and 
Luke 12:39)  When Christ spent time teaching on this topic, Peter knew it was a necessary lesson 
that had to be learned, and he is required to teach it, too. 

Some have told me that they think such teachings are divisive and unnecessary. That only overly 
emotional people get "caught up with" teachings of the End of the Age. But I have to disagree. 
Jesus found it worthy of his time, therefore it must be worth our own. Besides, it isn't just the 
signs of the end that we should heed. There are reasons, Peter points out, that we should be 
aware of these things. 

11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought 
to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That 
day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 
13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the 

home of righteousness. 14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make 
every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.

We are to live so that we will be found spotless, whenever we die, whenever we come before 
God. These teachings are for all ages so that all people are aware of their own lives and we can 
make every effort to be found blameless. 

The goal for any relationship is to be in harmony, I think. In human relationships, there are many 
paths to harmony. For some, there is much laughter and understood humor and caring and jesting. 
For others, there are deep silences and compassion and nurturing.  For our relationship with God 
to be in harmony, there has to be a constant striving for betterment, for Christlikeness. We are 
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not perfect, will never be perfect while we live here, but our constant pursuit of that goal will 
bring us harmony with our Creator.

His message is simple. 

I love you.  I love you enough to want to live with you forever.  Whatever it takes on my 
side, I will do it.  On your side, I just ask you to accept the gift of my son's sacrifice on 

your behalf.  Won't you? Please?  Out of love for me?  I will never leave you, you have my 
word.

Even in a contemporary game of telephone, the message of "love" would surely be understood. 
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